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dnss and Edmonton in Fnrm{nglon
Acres Subdivision,

BUT THE AMOUNT allocated for' 1

capltal improvements was reduced
Monday - when Edmonton resldents
dpposed paving. With improvements
planned only for Kirby and Cass, city
afficials aliocated $110,000 Instead
of $130,000 In CDBG money for pro-
gosed projects.

+ The CDBG money, will be used to
pny the m-'l]arlly of dralnage {m.

Of the cltys total expeuted
$284,000 In CDBG money, only
$254,000 is actually new money {from
the federal government. The tota}
$284,000 includes $30,000 cxpected
n repayments of - loans made
through. the housing rehabilitation
program.

1t was fncluslon of the $30,000 In

y. the.1988-87 allocation of CDBG mon-

ey to the housing program that has
irked Roberts sinco the proposed al-
locations were presented in Febru-
ary. Adding’ the $30,000 to the pro-
gram meant that city officlals were

will be

spcclully nssew:d $160,000 Ior pav-
Ing costs. A $10,000 portion of the
dralnage costs will be included [n the
speclal assessment district, bringing'
{he total to $170,000 or approximate-
ly- $2,987 per unit, Construction s
lenmlvcly scheduled for spring

~“It was only because of the lack of
deslre of those people (Edmonton
reaidents) o have anythlng done on
their roads that the money came
Yack to its rightful home — housing
rehabilitation,” Roberts satd l’ollow-
}ng Mo nduy s meelmg.

only $88,000 in'new mon-
ey to the program for a total
$116,000,

Although $30,000 In loan repay-
ments s expected, Roberts sald
there Is always the chance that the
entire amount will not be repatd, “If
we have dellnquencles, we won't
have that money, wlll we?” he said
in mid-, Aprll

LOAN REPAYMENTS or nt least
a portlon, should be set "aslde as a
reserve on which the program ean
continue In case the federal govern-
ment deeldes to cllmlnnlc CDBG *
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programs in an effort to reduce the
burgeoning federal deficit. A reserve
fund should also be maintained in
case restdents’ fall to repay low-in-
terests loans offered through the
houslng program.

Although Roberts malntains capi-
tal improvements in the Jow- to
moderate-Income arcas are needed,
he believes such Improvements
should be made with money in the

“clty’s general budgcl, rather than

CDBG ; moncy.

But elty officials have contlnued
to maintain that capltal improve-
ments — financed with CDBG mon-
ey — benefit a larger group of resi-
dents. Roberts, however, maintalns
that 1mprovlng the housing stock in
the south’end of the clty — where a
majority of the program 18 used —

Allhough he approved the alloca-
tlon of CDBG money, Councliman
Donn Wolf nonctheless belicves the
federal maney should not be’ uscd to
rchnhmme houses,.

“It scems to me we are ulwny!
pushing the liberal side,” Wolf sald
after. Monday's .meeting. “I don’t
think the federal g

Thuraday, Moy 1, 1086. O&4E

(AL

foney for rehab housing increased

_BUT WOLF wonld Like to; m al
of the clty’s CDBG money spent on

road Improvements in low- and mod- -

erale-income areas ‘because he. be«
Ueves the projects beneflt more peo-
ple. Road improvements tend to cn-
courage residents to improve their
own houses, which, in turn, improves

be favolved in bnylng shingles, hot
water tanks .or.porch steps. .That
kind of stuff hurts, the very people
you're-trylng to help because it jn-
creases the (fedecal) dcﬂcu Yo

Wolf would pre!cr - and ox ty
~ the eventual elimlnation of CDBG

programs, although he Is willlig to.
- accept the money if the federal gov-

ernment continues offering it to lo-
cal mun[clpauuu. “I'mdumb, but
not stupld. If we've got the money.
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Itity of the
hood, Wolf mld.

“1 tlnn'l think we :an “Just hand
ghem. (low. and moderate-Income
residents). money - {to sretinbilitate -
houses),”. Woll snld. Lhongh al!eﬂng

gh

36 alternatlve to belp mldenu im-
proye thelr houses. .

Desplte hls opposition w pmmms
such as housing rehabilitation, Wolf®
sald ke favors the clty’s declston sev-,
“eral years ago to put a len on the,
‘propérty of those residents who want'
their roads paved yet cannot afford’
it. The llen does not have to be pald
until the property is sold, -

the houslng program becomes
selt-sufficlent through repoyment of
loan “Interest loans, however, Wol(
- sald he would have fio qualms about
“its conLlnunuon asalocal proxrnm
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