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“No matter what he is called, the
'hardvbuiled detective, or private cye,
'is an Amerlcan Institution, as native
as fazz, as recognizable as Mickey
Mousg, as appeating as apple pic, as
durable as the game of baseball,” ac-
cording to Dr, David Geherin of
Eastern Michigan Unlversity.

A professor In the department of
English language and literature,
Geherin is author of a new book,
“The American Private Eye — The
Image fn Fletlon* For it, he has
been nomlnated for an Edgar Award
glven for the best work in the area of
biography/literary eriticism.

The book examlines the works of
more than two dozen of the most Im-
portant wrlters of detectlve novels.
According to Geherln, “The detee-
tive Is eloaked in many disgulses and
popularized through a varlety of me-
dla — pulp magazines, novels, radlo
dramas, f{lms and televislon series.
He has become one of the most fa-
miliar figures in Amerlcan cultural
mythology.”

TELEVISION detectlve series
such as “Remington Steele, “Mur-
der She Wrote,” “Hardcastle and
MeCormick,” “Biack’s Magle,”
“Rockford Files,” and *Mike
Hammer™ have experlenced o great
deat of popularity and success, But
Geherln says this type of story has
always been popular and interest has
never waned,

“Mysterles In one form or another
have always been papular. Ever
since the flrst private eye storles be-
gan In the 1920s, this type of writing
has been very popular, in magazines,
In movics. Even though there have
been changes, one type of mystery
might be more popular in one year
than another type, There Is and al-

of carlier years, Geherln has found
that current writers dopiet detec-
tives as yulnerable people, as very
common men with human qualities.
“They are not periect and are of-

ten loncly men who are unhappy in

thelr private lives. Private cyesare
clther single or dlvorced and many
have a drinking problem. They are
often men with personal unhapplness
and problems,” he added. N
.“One of the remarkable things
about the privaie eye novel is that it
has attracted such very good wrlt-
ers,” Geherin sald, clting Raymond
Chandler who revolutionlzed the pri-
vate eye novel with his unique style,
Chandter, a former businessman,
1s wetl known for writing the adven.
tures of superslcuth Philip Marlow.
And llke many other novellsts of this

“‘A private eye is the type of hero that
women in their hearts wish they had
married and men in their hearts wish
they were really like.’ .

— author Richard Guerin

genre, Chandler began as a pulp
writer,

GEHERIN BELIEVES If It
weren't for the pulp magazines, the
private eye might never have em.
erged. )

One such magazine, Black Mask,
provided the first forum for the ad-

ventures of Race Williams and the
Continental Op, the carliest private
eye. According to Geherin, a score of
other mystery pulps that soon fol-
; lowed its lead made it possible for
. the fledgling private eye hero to de-
velop In a number of interesting di-
rections,
Many pulp writers faded Into ob-

scurity. But a few lucky ones, like
Chandler, achieved o lasting audl.
ence because thelr books were pub-
lished {n hardcover,

Geherin dlscusses the style, the
Ufo and the times of many notable
writers and thelr characters, They
include Mickey Spillane by Mike
Hammer, Lew Archer by Ross

" McDonald and Dan Fortune, by Mi-

chael Collins, i
Geherin further polnts out’ that
there are basic differences between
the British detective novel and the
Amerlean private eye novel, *In the
British mystery, the focus Is on the
‘who dunnit?' and they are largely
puzzle mysterles where the detective

- puls the pleces together, revealing

the criminal In the end,” he said,
This can be seen In the popular

mérican hero — the ldetfecti:vé

Britlsh " advdntures . of Sherlock
Holmes and In storles by Agatha
Christle, I 8

“THE AMERICAN private’ cyc
novel is more reallstic in lts depic-
tion of character, crlme and soclety,
placing the emphasls on the hero of
the story,” Geherin added, noting the
characters are not infalllble and of-
ten solve crimes through trial and
error,

‘The privato eye novel appeals to
men and women. “The hero isn't just
a macho super man, he's vulnerable;
sensltive, courageous and has prifici
ples,” Geherln sald, “A private eyc 15
the type of hero that women In thelr
hearts wish they had married ond
men in thelr‘hearts wish they were
really like. !

@

ways has been a large audience for
mysteries.”

He added, “One reason is that the
private eye hero Is an authentle
Amerlcan hero.

“The romantlelsm with the acwual
Ameriean hero, which began in the
19th century with adventurers like
Danicl Boone and Davy Crockelt,
has evolved to Include modern he-
roes depleted in movies such as ‘One
Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest' and
the ‘Grapes of Wrath,'

“All cultures need heroes because
they remind us of what we are capa-
ble of accomplishing, they satisfy
aur own deslres for accomplishment
In our llves and it makes us feel bet-
ter that there are people who can
achleve. They glve us an opportunity
to cscape and get out of our duil
: routines,”

GEHNERIN'S BOOK examines
writers of private eye novels from
ihe 19202 and Prohibition through the
Depresslon, World War If, the post-
war years, and in the present decade
with Its changlng sex reles,

Private eye novels reflect the so-
clety of the times, As the times
change so do the storfes and the
characters.

During the perlod of disillusion-
ment that followed World War I, a
new crop of wrlters came Into being.
Suddenly, the world was not the or-
derly place that it used to be where
prablems were always solved
through the use of reason.

“World War I exposed violence
and brutality,” satd Geherin. “The
early writers created fough charac-
ters dnstead of those who used intel-
lectual reasoning,

- “The characters were those who
had to use other means such as fists,
guns, guile, shrewdness, street
smarts and anything else. Crime was

seen as somethlng that could not be

solved with a brilliant mind.”

" WHILE TODAY'S private eye stil]
uses Lhe same survival skills as those

E‘Workshop on
early reading

A reading speclalist will hold a
two-day workshop for parents —
“Reading Beglns Naturally at
Home" — May 10 and 17 at Michl-

‘gan State University's Birmingham .

nter.
. “It's designed to enable parents of
‘kindergarten-through-third-grade-

aged children to begin reading at- Py

ome.

+": Speclalist Linda Clinard of MSU is

‘author of “The Reading Triangle"

:and mother of three young children
- Includlng 2%-year-old twin boys,

‘o Enrollment” information is avail.
- able from the center at 645-5410,

{ost s $35 plus $8 for materials,

- OU to close
'admissions

«* Beecause Qokland Univeraity will
+ close undergraduate adadsslons for
: ‘the fall on July 15, prospective stu-
dents should.apply early for maxi-
mum conslderatlon,
“will
robably remaln open through lata
-summer,” sald Keith Kleckner, QU
vlce president,
:* The carly cut-off was prompted by
‘expected record enrollments for fall
aid winter, Kleckner sald. Enroll-
ment information is avnilable from
* .the offlce of admisstons at 370-3450.
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-30% OFF

Haggar duck cloth man’s slacks. Stretch-
woven, belted style [n saveral spring colors:
Washable cotton/poly; full-cut, sizes 32-42.
3000 units, * Casual Slacks; reg. $28, 78,99,

Allmen's regular-price designer dress shirts.
Dlor, YSL, John Henry, Enro and Damon. Long or
short sloovs, savers! styles; 14%-17. Selection
varios by store; rog. $19-$34, 13.30-23.80.

25% OFF . -

Misses’ colorful Koret playwear. Tops, skirts,
shorts and pants; 8-18. Moderate Sportswear,
2000°; reg. $23-$39, 17.25-29.25. Alsa, 26%
off Koret women's & petites’ sportswear. Po-
tites’ not at Grand River or New Center, 4000°

20% off {adies’ regular-price dreszes. Sclec-

* tlon of fashion and career styles, Take advan-

tago of the savings in Misses, Juniors’ and
Women's dresses, all stores; Petite Drasses, all
stores except Grand River and New Center.

' 25% off Pant-er related separates in misses’
. sizes. Pants, skirts and shorts In solid colors, plus

pullovar tops In sollds and stripes. 1750* In Up-
dated Sportswear; orig. $1 5-632, 10.99-23.95.

20% oftjunlors’ regular-price sweatars and
pants. Casusl to dress pants, Including denima,
plus slzes 5-13. varies in
Junior Sportswear; reg. $14-$38, 71.20-30.40.

" 25% off all Iadias’ full-dangth ralnwsar in

stack, regular and petite lengths, Save on many,
styles and colors in poplin or polyester, 3000
units® In Missas, Womon's and Junlor Coats.

25% off all Sody and tights, includi
leotards, cover-ups and stirrup pants, Baslc and
fashion styles by Danskin, Flexatard and othors.
S-M-L; seloction varies in Bodywoar.

25% off all Iadies’ torry rompers & cover-ups
by Belle Flour, Evelyn Pearson and Komar, Choice
of atylas In pastels and brights, S-M-L In Sleop-
woar & Robos; reg. 614-936, 710.650-827.

*Total units available, whilo quantitios last,

Misses’ Russ Togs playwear. Save on lelsure-
tima favorltes, Shirts, sweaters, skirts, pants and
shorts [n white, fuchsia, turquolse. Poly/cotton
or corded cotton; sizes 10-18. 1200* In Misses’
Coordinates; reg, $28-36, 79.99-22.99.

'25% off pure sllk scarves from Liz Claiborne,

Echo and Vaora. Great savings from our new
spring collection In pastals and prints, 800* in
Fashlon Accessories; rag. $18-628, 73.60-321.

25% off all regular-price jswelry boxos. A
fine Mother’s Day gift, at savings. Choose from *
stylos In wood, vinyl and velvet. tn Fetsondi
Leather Goods; reg. 12.50-$47, 5.38-35.265,

£0% off Crowley’s awn sarrings. Take'11/2 off
the ticket price on hoops, studs, drops and
othar great designs, 1800° [n Fashlon Jewsiry.

25% off Plarra Cardin sportswasr for men,
Jackets, tops, shorts and pants in paly/cotton;
sizes S-XL. Men's Active Sportswear, all stores
except Grand River. Rep. $28-960, #27-846.

30% off all Levi’s® for Mon Sportswear.
Stock up on favorlta Lovl's sport shirts and
Jeans at:outstanding savings. Shirts, .S-XL;

‘jeans, 32-42. Reg. $18-$32, 12,60-22.40.

2596 off entire stock of Mon’s Better

Spartswear from Henry Grethal, Gant, Alex-
ander Jutian, Clalborne for men and Y.S.L, Fan-
tastic savings! Reg, $28-480, 79.50-360,

12,99, Munsingwaar solid knit shirts for
men. The comfortable, cotton/poly shirts that
are musts for summoer. Graat color selaction in
S-M-L-XL. In Men‘s Sportswear, Rog, $17; ~

Shop tonight until 9 p.m. at Wastborn, Macomb Mafl, Livonla Mall, Farmington, Lakeslde, Birmingham, -

© Univorsal and Teol-Twolve. Grand River opon until 7 p.m. New Conter opon untll 8 p.m.
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