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Technology transfer
Universities» double as tools for economic growth

By Tim Rlchard
ataff writer

A new patent policy at Wayne State Unlversity may pay blgger divi-
dends to faculty members and the reglon's'economy,

“We have processed 20 patents,” said Dr, Garrett Heberleln, the Troy
resident who for nine months has been vice president far research at
'WSU as well as dean of the graduate schoal.

“They (Inventions) are not all patented yet. But we'll probably quadru-
ple the number.” .

He called WSU's patent polley “among the most llberal In the country"
in the percentage payoff of faculty Inventors,

“WAYNE WAS very backward, Wayne s one of the best now,” sgrecd
Dr. Saruel C. Brooks, Orchard Lake resident who Is professor of internat

mediclne and a co-worker on a cancer treatment.

Or. Garrelt Heberlein

Views WSU as an ‘octopus, reaching out’

“In 1978 Wayne dldn't even know what to do” when a faculty member
sought a patent, sald Brooks, who had to hire hls own patent attorney in
Arlington, Va, Now he and Jerome Horwltz of the Michigan Cancer
Foundation have been awarded three patents with others pending.

“From 1978 to now, evarything has changed,” Brooks said,

Heberleln, a blologist who came to the Detrolt campus from Bowling ’

Green (Ohlo) State Unlverslty, referred to the policy which awards an
lnventor 52.5 percent of the first $100,000 in royalties from an fnventlon,
Yale allows 50 percent, Michigan 50, Minnesota 36 and Harvard 30,

1t's carly to say how miuch the new WSU policy has been worth, but
Heberleln supplies a long list of patent applications of possible use In the
auto, construction and health care industries,

PATENT POLICY was underlined by Gov. James J. Blanchard as a
key ingredlent In his economle strategy for Michigan, A Minnesota Law
School graduate, the governor cited hls alma mater's policy as an exam.
ple of how higher education could double as a tool for economic growth.

At first Blanchard talked of liberallzing state Jaws, but it turned out
that policies were made ly by state 3 to
Doug Ross, a Southfield resident who heads the state Commerce Depart-
ment. . .

“What is golng on,” said Heberlen, “is that a universlty that could
have been a one-armed structurc now is an octopus, reaching out.

“Universities and industries are different anlmals. Unlversities are
non-profit cor with long: for basic rescarch
~ a base for 10 or 15 or 100 years from now."

W5U is one of 21 comprehenslve cancer centers in the U.S. Brooks of
WSU and Horwitz of the Cancer Foundation are working on a compound
as an agent In treating hormene-dependent breast, cancer, They have
been testing it six years or more in laboratory animals, and Brooks sald
it “looks promising.”

“Toxicology must stil be done In humans,” Brooks sald. “It's golng to
the National Cancer Institute and takes about a year." Meanwhlle, they
have talked to flve or slx drug companles ., . .

Robert L. Thomas, WSU physics professor from Huntlngton Woods,
does research under contract with government and industry, He reporis
that lasers whl reflect heat to the surface if the substance has a crack,
air bubible or defeet.

One aplicatlon is non-destructive testing to find small eracks In high-
performance structural ceramics for advanced gas turhine engines.

"Most of what we do Is by contract,”” Thomas sald, clting the Army
Research Offlce, Sohlo and Monsanto as supporters. “In some cases they
will support a graduate student. Patent rights are negotiable. , "

Dr. Albert King, professor of and
Hllls resldent, said, “Our misslon, in the auto capltal of the world, is.to
reduce injuties.” Under federal contract, supplemented by grants from
General Motors and other aute makers, King tests and evaluates re-
straint devices,

Inabd lab, he uses di and human volun-
teers to test such deviees as alr bags, passive belt systems and knee ball
restraints. Purposes: to learn under what conditions they’re effective and
assure they, too, don't become a cause of injury rather than a cure.

"We still don't know how much injury the hcad can stand,” sald the 20-
year WSU faculty member. i

Royalty shares to Inventors
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GMF adds to robotics line

GMF has a partner In the factory
automation business.

The Troy-based robotics corpora-
tion has teamed up with Eaton-Ken-
way Co., considered the leader in au-
tomated guided vehicle systems
(AGVs), to make and sell the robot
transporters warldwide,

AGVs are used primarily in facto-
ries as load transperiers, They can
cart up 1o 4,000 pounds of materials
and follow an elecronic guidepath In
the floor, recelving directions from
and reporting status (o a central con-
tro} and communicatlons computer.
The vehicles load, untoad and trans.
port loads keeplng them stable over
bumps, around corners and up or
down Inclines without an operator.

AGVs are deslgned to work hand-
and-hand with robatle assembly
lines. They can transpart parts or
100ls {o different areas of an assem-
bly line, and they can move supplies

to storage arcas, making them at-
tractive to the automatlve industry.

“TIIEY'RE NOT replacing fork
lifts by any means,” sald Vic Man-
drill, a spokesman for Eaton-Ken.
way in Salt Lake City.

“This represents an exclting op-
partunity for GMF to expand Its fac-
tory autemation, problem-solving
capabilitles beyond robotles and ma-
chine vision, adding flexible mobtlity
concepls,” sald Eric Mlddelstadt,
president of GMF.

At present, GMF plans to concen-
trate on marketing the AGVs In the
automotive industry. In the futurc,
though, GMF hopes to cxpand its
market to non-automotive Industrics
where AGVs can be used.

Eaton-Kenway's expertise In the
AGYV field 1Is belng utllized by GMF
with 40 to 50 of Its employees now
worklng for GMF. GMF also has an

office in Salt Lake City where Ea.
ton-Kenway, a subsidiary of Eaton
Corp. is headquartered,

The agreement provides the two
to tap the quality and productlon re-
sources from FANUC (GMF's parent
company In Japan), according to Jim
Haugen, GMF vice president of auto-
motlve assembly and robot vehicle
systems. Also, FANUC wlll market
AGVsin Asia.

FANUC DEMONSTRATED a mo-
bite robot for flexible manufacturing
system usage (FMS) last fall at a
Japanese robotics trade show.

GMF’s first AGV was shown re-
cently at the Robots 10 exposltlon in
Chleago and simulated an engine as-
sembly in a work cell. GMF robots,
equipped with vislon systems,
mounted pulleys and fans on an en-
glne block which was then mounted
onh a GMF AGV.

Hermanoff & Assecintes of Farm-
ington Hills has been named the pub-
lic relations agency of Eric Yale
Lutz & Assoclates, Birmingham real
cstate and investment company.

Dorf & Stanton Communlcations
has opened an offlee in Southficld.
Headquartered in New York, it spe-
clalizes In automotive and consumer
marketlng, public and corpo‘ralc

Snyder, Kinney & Bennet, Blr-
mingham Realtors since 1932, has
reorganized and cxpanded its com-
merctal real cstate department by
merging with Edward May, a West
Bloomfield commercial Realtor. The
buslness will be housed in the Contl.
nental Market Bujldlng in downtown
Birmingham.

Ray D. Eisbrenner & Co, of Bir-

relations,] lal an h
cal communicatlens and sports mar-
keting.

Luckenbach/Ziegelman & Part-
ners of Birmingham have been see
lected (o deslgn Chestnut Hills, a
$50- million offlce, retail, restaurant
and hotel project at Eight Mile and
1-275 in Livonla, It will be developed
by Jonna Canstructlon Co. of Farm-
ington Hlits. .

Sarah Wolk Assoclates of Blr-
mingham has been named to handle
public relations, marketing and ad-
vertlsing for R.E. Dalley & Co,
Southfleld general contracting flrm.

Arthur Andersen & Co, has opened
an office at 200 Long Lake Road,
Bloomfleld Hllls.

Boyes, Wright, Plttman & Moug, a
CPA flrm, has moved to 28552 Or-
chard Lake Road, Farmington Hllls,
from Southficld. New telephone
nur;_lburisestuﬂloo. R -

has been named reglonal
publlc relatlons counsel of - Blount
Engineers,

CNA Insurance Company’s Bir-
mingham life sales office won two
awards recently at CNA's natlonal
life sales meeting in Nashville. The
office received CNA's Reglonal Life
Sales award as leading life sales off-
ice. Dave Greer, senlor life sales
representative, won honors as the re.
glon's leading scnlor life salesman.

W.B. Doner & Co. of Southficld has
been named the advertising agency
of the Unlversity of Michlgan Medi-
cal Center and Genle Home Prod-
ucts, makers of automatic garage
door openers and electronic home
products.

Relcheld Corp, of Farmington
Hills 1s the advertlsing agency for
LeValley Olds/Cadillac of Benten
Harbor, :

Votrax International of Troy, spe-

clallzing In high-technology volce
systems, has changed its name from
Votrax Inc. follawing the acquisitlon
of CMC Internatlonal of Bellevue,
Wash,

Sundance Shoes will open its third
shop In The Boardwalk Shopplng
Center at 6911 Orchard Lake Road
In West Bloom(leld. |

Erle Yale Lutz and Associates, a
real estate and Investment company,
has acquired substantial interest in
the Thunderbird Research Center at
1874-1908 Thunderblrd Road, Troy.

Jenkins, Augspurger, Reebel & Za.
meck, a Southficld law firm, has
opened an office in Tokyo. The prac-
tice Is a result of the consolidation of
Augspurger & Croll, Merle R, Jen-
kins, Walter F. Recbel and Harvey J.
Zameck.

The Berline Group of Blrmingham
has been named advertising and pub-
1ic relations agency for Total Health
Care health malntenance organiza.
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That's the way we've been caring for
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er parts of your eye)

make sure you

With first class exams.

PEARLE

vision center © 1980 el Healh Servicon e,

tion.

. NOBODY CARES

FOR EYES MORE THAN PEARLE,

Stone, Avgust & Co. of Birming-

- Ko
ham has been named the advertising menl{o:gl)u-fny Area  Livonia-North Wast Bicomfield, stMapte - Canton Southtield
agency for Lionel, the toy company. Near Qahiand Man 20305 Middiobolt 8510 Crchard Lake R, - 44750FordRd, 20820 Southfield Rd.
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