Comedy about nuclear threat

has really

Performaitces of the Actors Al
liance Theatre Company produc-
tion of “End of the World" contin.
e through Sunday, May 25, in
Southfield,

By Cathio Broidenbach
speclal writor

“End of the World” by Arthur Ko-
pil proves once ogaln that style
counts at least as much as content in
a good play. How else could a come-
dy about fhe threat of nuclear an-
nihitation be funny?

“End of the World" Is funny, some.
times hilarlous, and it's also thought
provoking. The “Catch 22" realitics

hilarious moments

bombing the encmy before they
bomb you because you know what
he's planning and must beat him to
the draw if you want to stay on top
= 80 you retallate to punish him for
what he plans to do before he does it.
According to Arthur Koplt, such is
the thread of illogic by which the
world hangs, He must have used a
crystal ball when he wrote of Inter-
natlonal politics Jong before Moam-
mar and Ron decided to have il out?
Ted Moniak as an egomanic agent
domlnates the scene at the Russian
Tea Room. Not even Divina Cook's
expert playlng of the straight wom-
an can reclalm the scene once the
agent’s ego gets rolllng. .

Several scenes in the play go mites
beyond funny to comlc mastery.,
Please, let us see more of the comic
duo of Ted Raimt and Jonathan Katz
next season. Their timlng is inspired,
whether they're playing  harrled
walters, twin goons a'la the Blues
Brothers, military aldes, or a bache-
lor palr of In-theknow ‘Washingtonl-
ans whipping up a Caesar salad as
they talk palittes,

It's ke watching two guys rub
thelr own tummles and pat cach
other's heads at the same time.
‘Through it ali they talk double time
nbont polltical double speak. Fantas-

e, .

‘TWO OTHERS scenes, both In res-

The Actors Alliance Theatre Com-

pany brings this Intrigulng play to
life on the strength of lts superb sup-
porting cast Including Ted Monjak,
Bob Jordan, Susan Reno, Divina
Caok, plug the Irresistable comle
pair of Raiml and Katz. Christopher
Darga as the playwright Michael
Trent plays it stralght and scems
overwhelmed whether in character
or out. Davld Fox as the moneybags
funding Mr. Trent also plays It
stralght - too stralght,

The expert supporting cast and at-
tentlon to detail are what make “End
of the World” work. Even the mono-
lithle backdrop behind the spare
stage arrests the imoglnation as
good art should, .

In thls Michigan premiere take a
back scat to comedy and to the m:

tery of trying to predict what eould
posslbly happen In this totally unpre.
glcmble lalc;lbaul a writer/pscudo-

tauranis, are little cemedy gems un-
der the insplred directlon of Annette
Madlas, An unnerving sense of defa
vue takes over in a Japanese restau-
rant when Bob Jordan as Mery
o Henry Kissinger-like
character, does a manle routine
about “anticipatory retaliation” —

Comedy ‘Matchmaker’
just doesn’t match up.

Performances of the Farming.
ton  Players produuction of

who's to
weite a play about the end of the
world,

spunk. The rest of the time she is
pleasant but pedestrian in the role.

Brook Theatre production of the
musical revtie “Sing for Your
Supper” continue through Sun-
duy, May 18, on the. Oakland
University campus in Rochester
Hills. For ticket information,
call 377-3300. .

The whole i3 less than the sum of
the parts in Meadow Brook The-
atre’s productlon of “Sing for Your
Supper.” N

In spifc of a quallty cast and a
roster of winning songs by Rogers
and IHart, the productlon suffers
from too much of a good thing.

More than 60 of the finest songs
by the famaus team are presented
in a slick, Broadway-style revue.
‘That's already a blt monotonous to
anyone except die-hard fans of
Rodgers and Hart,

The problem s compounded by
lack of any real plot and little vari-
atlon in musical dynamics, Nothing

other, and somewhere In the second
act, all the songs start to sound
alike,

THE SIX-PERSON cast of P}
Douglas, Karen Eubanks, Joy

songs, which Is not to imply that
the show drags. It docsn't at all.
Director Haskell keeps the cast
astepplng briskly as the show flows
smoothly through the years that
Rodgers and Hart worked together

Franz, Bev Larson, Jess Richards
and Steve Stelner honed thelr skills
on Broadway. It shows, Al are pol-
ished professionals with good voic-
es, dancing abllity and a genulne
flalr for comedy.

Some of the comedy seems pecu.
liarly out of synch with the tone of
the song it's suppesed to illumlnate.
Perhaps director Judith Haskell
feels that modern audiences can't
stomach quite that much sweetness
in one evening, so she chose to ham
up a few of the pretty love songs to
keep the avdience from drowning
in sentiment.

Douglas and Eubanks bring .n

hint more vitality to their dance -

turning -out hit musicals. *They

started when still in thefr teens and [ .

the partnership lasted a llfetime.

'RODGERS WROTE the music
and Hart supplled lyrics that
tempered syrupy sentlment with a
wry dash of wit.

And, of course, love s a frequent
theme, The pair turned out all-time
greal love songs “Blue Moon™ and
*Bewltched” and a score of other
hits about belng in love, falling out
of love and various ironies and ago-
nies In between.

Cathiie Breidenback, a West
Bloomficld * resident, is @
freclance writer and theater
buff.

Cathie ’
Breidenbach -
There’s not enough variety |
in “Sing for Your Supper’ |
Performances of the Meadow  much sels one sang apart from an-  routines and mere soul to their "
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"Mutchmaker” by Thornton Wild-
er continne through Saturday,
May 17. For ticket information,
call 626-5081.

By Borbara Michols
speclal writar

In the age-old battle of the sexes,
men only think they're smarter than
women, says the Thornton Wilder

COE IS QUITE convincing as the

crusty, tight-fisted, chauvinlstie
Vandergelder who mistreats hls
clerks, bullles his nlece and gener-
ally growls at everyone. Coe keeps
his bluster understated, and the of-
fect works nlcely, increasing credi-
bility that Dolly would constder mar-
rylng the old curmudgeon.
‘/}ddrmlng the audlence with the

comedy “The M: {better-
known'in its muslcal adaptation as
“Hello, Dotly!") The current produc.
tion by the Farmington Players
achieves only mixed success,

While many of the princlpals do
fine work, overall potish is notlee-
ably lacking. Numerous Inexperi-
enced actors In supporting roles
have dellverles as {lat as the show's
spartan, one-dimensional sets,

The title character Is Dolly Levi
{Cecl Orman), an eminently practl-
cal widow who sets her cap for
wealthy businessman Horace Van.
dergelder (Dick Coc) and succeeds in
making him think the match Is en-
tirely his idea, Along the way, she
also patches up a few other affairs of
the heart, .

rman only occaslonally shows
flashes of Doliy's irrepressible

of the very rich, Coe
explains, *Ninety-nine percent of the
world are fools, and the rest of us
are In great danger of contagion.”
He olso causes qulte a stir when he
arrogantly contides that marriage Is
nothlng more than making a house-
keeper think she’s a houscholder.
Mike Brick Is engaging as Vander-
gelder's carnest young clerk, Cornel-
lus Hackl, and Robert Ellmann gives
real zest to Hackle's assistant, Bar-
naby Tucker. The two naively sot out
for o day of adventure and get far
more than they bargained for,
Barbara Michals tcaches high
school English and journaiism in
Southfield. A theater critic for the
last 12 years, she is an inveterate
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Garden

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons ¢ Dinners » Cérry Out Orders
: Szechuan and Mandarin

Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs, 11 AM-10 PM « Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Sat. 12-11 M » Sunday 12-10 PM

Woodward « Birmingham

644-2913

O
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playgoer who regularly caitches
up on all the New York produc-
tions. .
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SING FORﬁZOHI;IWR SUPPER

Concept by Richard Lewiag and John fearnley
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A cultural program of Oakland Unkvenity

Through May 18
mast popular comics appears in'our new dub setting.
Tonlght at 8 p.m. Join Bob and his guitar-playing sideldck John Clonca
for an evening of off-the-wall humor, insults and songs.
For tickets phone . YouTl laugh your socks offl $5 cover, no drink minlmum,
Presentedin " reservations (313) 477-4000,
377-3300 oo
Tidets slopaiiticat AR AUV o $5 cover -\-( iday Snne Reservations
and Tketworld L2700 * No drink minimum (313)477-4000
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Adults *10.95

" 9PM THURSDAYS IN MAY & JU
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FARMINGYON HILLS
b 38123 W, Ten Mile Rd. at Grand River, Farmington Hills, sl 43024
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Mother’s Pay
Sunday May 11 .

Join us for Detroit's most highly acclimed Sunday
Brunch Buffet featuring breakfast, lunch and- dinner
iterns plus a fantastic sweet table.

Children 7 and under $5.95
Served 9:30am. to 3:00p.m. |

MOTHER’S DAY DINNER  *
Special Mother's Day menu served from
noonin the Dining Room
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at her favorite
Machus

Restaurant

A DELUXE
BREAKFAST BUFFET
10:30t0 3:00p.m.

$9.95 Adults/Children *5.25
(under 10)

¥ou €an eat from an exciting array of Fresh Fruits and
luices - Scrambled Eggs, Hash Browns a«onmu'ed by Sausage, Bacon
andHamCrepes - Chicken ala King - Corned Beef Hash - Chicken Livers -
Lyonnaise Potatoes - French Toast, Omeleltes to order and a varied

assortment of our scrumptious Machus Pastries. [}

DINNER MENU
starting at 3:00 p.m.

1 " Help yourself 1o all
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Reservations 642-6900 |
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WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD
BLOOMFIELDHILLS -
6420100
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" Livemoisand Walton Blvd., -
~Great Oaks Malls Rochester
Reservations 652-1177
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Dinners Served 12:00Noon-8:00p.m. | 35 *
Dinner MenuIncludes , i
PrimeRib Aujus . .{f]
Private rooms. forlarge family gatherings ,i ]
Telegraph and Maples Bloomfield iB
Reservations 626-4200 . l: .
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