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Watkins leaves

‘with sour taste

HEN THE SUBJECT of sports at
Schooleraft College comes up, the first
thing that comes to mind is soccer.

Soceer is The Sport on campus. The
men's and women's teams win, and they do it with
local talent and locat conches.

Converscly, the men's basketball program is
made up primarily of obscure, but talented Inner-
clty players who often lack academic skills and
discipline,

Last week Schoolcraft College athletic director
Marv Gans declded to make a change In the men's
basketball program, relleving Quinton “Rocky”
Watkins of his duties as head coach. Watkins had
spent 10 years coaching at Schooleraft, slx as head
coach.

Gans called it a “mutual agreement" between
the two partics, hut Watkins reluctantly stepped
down. He wanted to finish the 1986-87 scason
because of a commitment he made to his
underclassmen.

THE CRITICISMS of Watklns mounted over the
years,

Despite a 100-70 carcer record and 1982-83
Eastern Conference crown (Schooleralt was 23-7
that scason), the rap on Rocky was more than wins
and losses.

Durlng bls stint, Watkins' teams were constantly
plagued by academle woes, Several key players
were lost because of poor grades at the end of the
first semester. Four starters this year were ruled
Incligible.

Gans, although appreclating Watkins' efforts,
sald that Schooleraft needs a better mix of players
{rom the inner clty and the suburbs. Otkers found
fault with Watkins’ practice habits, resulting In a
Iack of discipline on the court during game
situations,

Watkins was firm on the beneh, but some critics
malntained the team could have accomplished
more.

UNLIKE SOME of his competitors in the

- Michigan Communlty College Athletic Assoclation’

{MCCAA), Watkins copched basketball on the side
because it was a special love affair with me.”
Watklns has a full-{ime job, He Is an assistant to the
firc commlssloner of the clty of Detroit.

The timing of his dlsmissal has Teft Watkins
somewhat bitter.

“If they knew all along (about the firing), I'd

. prefer them doing it right after the scason,”

Watkins satd. “Instead, they paraded me and my
family through the banquet {April 19). I had already
started my recruiting and preparling for next ycar.
I was maybe going to stay one more year anyway,
but I wanted to see these guys (underclassmen)
through here."

Desplte the circumstances surrounding hls
departure, Watkins Is proud of the job he did,

“I really have no regrets,” he said. “I'm satlstled
that 1 did everything I possibly could — given the
resources.

“THE PEQOPLE don't come here as polished
students. What they're saying is that I'm totally
responslble for the academic student.”

Schoolcraft’s academic requirements for athletes
Is probably tougher than most comtmunity colleges
in the state. .

“Istressed academics even before we went to the
athletic support system,” Watklns said. “This past
(cam did better academically than any other team
1 had, but they dld not play as well (Schoolcraft's
record was 17-14)."

WATKINS REFUTES the charge that he didn't
reeruit the suburbs and surroundlng Observerland
area. Je points to such players as Eric Sink
(Livonla Bentley), Bl Keyes (Livonia Stevenson),
Scott Conrad (Livonla Churchill) and Mike White
(Plymouth Salem).

"I don't want to knock the area, but you won't
win with players just from that area,” Watking
sald. “There’s some quallty players, but not the
quantity.” .

atklns Is right. The Observerland area often
has little to choose from. He wouldn't have
survived In his league without recrulting such
former SC standouts as Carlos Briggs, Phll Blevins,
George Merriweather and Derrick Keamney,

GANS HAS INDICATED he wants a coach with
local ties to the area, Next season Schooleraft will
award four baskethall scholarships to students in
its servlce area.

Gans atso ad he needs to de salaries
for al] his coaches, He flrmly stands behind his
academic requirements, even though both the
NCAA and NJCAA have relaxed the rule on mid-
year grade accountabllity for next senson.

But before Gans and school administrators hire
thelr next coach, ths question should be asked:
What kind of commltment Is Schoolcraft going to
make toward basketball?

To run a successful JC basketball program, in
terms of academic and athletic success, you need
an In-house coach who 1s also a member of the
faculty. The demand i3 too great on someone with a
full-time job who works outside the school,

WATKINS WAS LOYAL to his playcrs and loyal
to his bosses. He Is a decent man who went beyond

the call of duty glven the condltlons he had to work

under. He helped many of his players get
scholarships to four-year schools. .

Brit bound

baseball for the Britons.

Ken George, Farmington Harsison's crafty point guard, will attand Alblon
Collego next fall. George chose Alblon over both Alma and Kalamazoo Col-
lege. All three schools compete in the Michigan intercoliegiate Athletic As-
sociation. George said he will concentrate on basketball, but may also play

By Chrls McCoaky
staff wrlter

Ah, these city track meets. No-
body really cares about them. They
are just llke scrimmage meets. They
don’t really count, so why worry
about them?

Rlght. And Japan was just joking
gmund when It bombed Pearl Har-

or,

Farmingten, Farmington Harrlson
and North Farmington went after
each other with vengeance on the
Harrison track Tuesday night, each
wanting to claim the mythical-yet-
preclous title of “city champ.™

The Farmington boys claimed the
title for the third stralght year. The
Falcons nipped. Harrison™ 60-58%,

third, 564,

Onthe girls' slde, North Farming-
ten was an easier winner, amassing
70 polnts to Farmington's 57, Harrl.
s00 was third with 35.

TIE BOYS meet came down to
:hc final event, the 1,600-meter re-
ay.

“We wen by two -Inches,” sald
Farminge & ant coach Jerry
Young.

He wasn't kiswng. Guing Into the
anchor teg of the final relay, Harrl
son held a 10-meter lead over the
Falcons. Carrylng the baten for
Farminfiton was Al Stebbins, Ie was
chasing Harrlson's speedy Roger Ha.

ney.
Stebbles  had  alrcady brought
home Farmington’s wlinning 3,200
rclay in B:15.7. He caught and just
nipped Haney right at the finish linc.
Farmington's offlcial tlme was
3:34.2, Harrlson's 3:34.3.
Harrison’s mlle rclay team had
not lost a race this season. .
“Farmington Harrlson did a spec-
lacul:u;‘_job," sald Falcon head coach
ave

S’cfaft ousts

cage coach

By C.J. Rioak
staff writer

Quinton “Racky™ Watkins, for six years the School-
craft College men's basketball coach, has resigaed, it
was Jearncd Monday,

SC athletic director Marv Gans verified that Watkins
“reslgned,” although Gans added that the declslon “was
not exactly mutual.” :

Watkins agreed. “I felt it coming,” he said, “but I
wanted to get through the next year because T made a

to these "o :

Rumors had eirculated in the past weeks regarding
Watkins' tenuous position after a scason that saw the
Ocelots start strong, thes stumble after four key players
became academically incligible In Januery. Three of
the four — Clarence Jones, Frank Jones and Bradicy
Turner — started; the fourth — Mike White ~ was flrst
off the bench,

“Rocky’s a good guy,” said Gans. *I fust felt we need-
ed a change.”

SEVERAL MOTIVES for ans' decision to replace
Watkins have surfaced, but the Ocelot AD refused to
claborale on his reasons. Watkins did have trouble keep-
ing track of his players’ grades because he did not work
at the school. Watkins is employed as assistant to the
city of Detroit fire commissioner.

Disclpline, too, may have suffered because of his full-
time job. Watkins was often late for team practices,
which meant clther the asslistant coach would have to
start the practice or the players would start on thelr
own.

A third reason rumorced to be integral in Watkins'
leaving was his Inability to recrult players within SC'’s
distriet. Many of hls recruits were from Detrolt and
played in the Publle School League,

Although avolding comment on Watkins, Gans did say’
he is searching for a replacement who “knows the local
basketball scene, someone who knows the. caliber of

» basketball it takes te play In communlty college, and
- someone who can recruit this district.”

GANS ADDED: “Hopefully, there will be seme local
people out there who might be interested. Whoever is
chosen as head coach I want to glve the opportunity to
sclect his own assistant. I don’t want to force anyone on
him.” . '

Watkins served as Ron Hall’s assistant coach at SC
from 1975 to 1980, When Hall's restaurant business ex-
panded, he stepped down and. Watkins became. head
coach prior to the 1980-81 season, with Hall becoming
his assistant. In his six seasons as head coach, Watkins
had a 10070 record.

Hls best team was the 1982-83 squad, which won the

“We thought It

PRICES CUT AGAIN! |
EVERY ITEM — EVERY DEPARTMENT

THE FINAL DAYS
 OF OUR SELLING OUT SALE

he .=
‘Sportsman

- FINE QUALITY SPORTING GOODS, CLOTHING, GIFTS, ETC...

FHS, North
rule the City

while North Farmlington was a close’

trac’k

" would be tight, but not quite that

tlght. Harrison carned It, they ran
well. But we saved our ace in the
hole.” N

That ace b 1he hole was the mile
relay team of Bruce Kratt, Chris
Inch, Mike Kramer and Stebblins.

SAID HARRISON coach Jolin
Schumacher: *It’s a letdown because
we were undefcated coming into the
mect. But It’s not disappalnting be-
cause we lost to a super team In
Farmington.”

Farmington got first-place efforis
from Cralg Petersmark (52-9 in the
shot put), Steve Quennevllle (10:17.7
in the 3,200) and Dave Barringer,
(41.8 In the 300 low hurdles).

Harrison’s firsts came from Brlan
Soeder (5-9 in (he high jump), Eric
Wise {12-6 in the pole vault), Aaron
Yaverski (53.3 in the 400) and Chris
Hart in the 1,600 (4:42.5).

North won the 400 relay (45,3) and
the 800 relay (1:35.7). Individualty,
Wes Pringle won the dlseus (135.0),
Mare Brown the long jump (19-31z),
Chrls Wojtowycz the 110 high hur-
dles (16,7}, Mark Welntraub the 100
(11.6), Scott Selzer the 200 (23.0) and
Ki!rll‘(;‘)rrlvrstrong the 800 {2:04.0

E GIRLS RACE, defending
champ Farmington stayed close un-
til the sprint events. But North
Farmingion won the 100, 200 and
400 dashes to notch the eity title,

The Spengler twins were the big
guns for the Raiders. Tammy Spen.
gler won the high juriip (4-9), while
slster Terry won both the 100 (13.3)
anq 200 (27.7).

Please turn to Pago 2

LOCATED IN BIRMINGHAM:

184 PIERCE STREET

GREAT %600,000.00 GOING
OUT OF BUSINESS SALE

WE MUST AND WILL SELL OUT AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE!

DOWN GO PRICES — AWA
STORE HAS BEEN CLOSED J WOMENS CLOTHING, SHOES, BOOTS, JACKETS, COATS,
ALL DAY WED., APRIL 30 HATS, HUNTING, FISHING, CAMPING EQUIPMENT, PRINTS,
TO MARK DOWN PRICES | CANR:, GASSHARE St ot e cot
§ STOREANDOFFICEFXTURESFORSALE

OPEN TONIGHT TIL 8 P.M. — FRI. & SAT. 9:30 o 5:30
—BUYNOWANDSAVE— = .

- MOSTITEMS

GO PROFITS ON MENS AND

Eastern Conference champlonshlp and went 28-7, Carlos

he greatest satlsfaction can't bo measured tn Briggs, who beccame an NJCAA All-American, was a

wins or Josses,” Watkina said, “The fact that I was

150% to70%

able (o deal with young men in thelr formativo | *fréstiman on thal team, 'ALL SALES FINAL — USE CASH, CHEGK, VISA, MASTER
» Gans sald Watkins “would work with whoever the new ! » y
stages is what [ draw my greatest satisfaction. . coach is, to make the transition a smoath one.” LT, PYIT— vt . P
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