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No-holds-barred approach
in Lap of America road race

By Larry O’Connor
statt wrlter

Cops on the prow) In Ohio, snow
storms In Montana and partners
bailing out in Nevada.

Call it zaniness, call It sheer
drudgery, call it the Uniroyal Lap of
America road rally where white-line
fever will be a premium. Thls year,
the cight-day, 8,300-mlte endurance
drive Kicks off Saturday, May 3, and
ends Sunday, May 11, at the Renals.
sance Center in Detroit.

More than 130 teams from 26
states and Canada are slated to com-
pete, including teams from Livonla,
Tray and Southfleld,

The event, in its third year, was
started by automotive enthusiast
Biock Yates, Steve Lash, a deslgner
engineer with Uniroyal in Troy, has
been involved with the rally for al}
three years of its existence in an of-
fivial capacity.

TIIS IS Lash’s first year driving
in it, though.

“The time they (the drivers) must
have had," said Lash, who lives In
Birminghawm. *I figured I had to do
It. The intense looks on thelr faces
was something to be had.”

The Lap of Amcrica is a cross-
country excurslon, but it's not a
race, Drivers are expected to travel
an average speed of 48 milles per
hour and are penalized points for
varly or late arrivals at deslgnated
cheek points.

Each tcam consists of chree peo-
ple. Any car or van with two axles is
eligible, which might explain the
wide varlety of automotive machln-
ery competing,

Last year, some of the competing
vehicles were a 1984 Cadillac
ousing and a 1959 Rolls Royce.
Rolls, drlven by Japanese res-
tlautateur Rocky Aokl, came In 65th
out of 71 finishers.

Aokl and his troup, according to
reporis, stlll had the time of their
lives, hitting severat gambling estab-
lishments along the route,

SOME AREA participante like
Luash, Chris Ally of Troy, Joe Ma-
chlolatti of Southfield and Chris
McDonald of Liventa alt hope to
have better finishes than Aoki's,
though.

Only Ally, who's driving a car for
Falvey Motors of Troy this year, has
driven in the Lap of America before.

Last year Ally finlshed 38th, desplte
being sidetracked by a blizzard In
Montana.

Pius, some law enforcement agen-
cies along the way weren't very
helpful,

“I came through JookIng like a mi-
crowave danlsh,” said Ally, who's
driving the Falvey Flyer's Saab 900
Turbo this year. “The police in Ohio
were unbelievable.

“All my kids will be born with
strange appendages with all the ra-
dar we wen! through,”

BUT SUCH minor nulsances are
Just a part of the rally. Consider the
plight of a poor chap in last year's
rally, who went to the restroom at a
Sear’s Pointe, Callf., gas station,

His two partners, not realizing
their partner was gone from the
backseat of the limo they were deive
Ing, left without him, Stranded, the
person hitchhtked to an alrport.

He caught up with hls partners 14
hours later in Los Angeles.

McDonald, who will be driving a
1976 Eldorado convertible this year,
heard similar anecdotes from last
year's rally, The Livonia real estate
broker monitored radio calls from
drivers on the route.

This year, he just had to get in on
tke fun.

Entrics 10 last year's rally were
closed. 50 McDonald dldn't get the
opportunity to partleipate. This
year, he made sure he was one of the
first to sign up.

THE CONVERTIBLE he's driv-
Ing. along with Andrew Coppola and
Garry Kwasniuk, both of Redford,
was completely revamped.

“It's a classic,” said McDonald of

hls car, “It's a show plece.

“There's a lot of preparation to do
it cfficiently and to do it safely,”
added McDonald, “I was amazed.
QOur biggest problem Is trying to fig-
ure out a change of clothes for elght
days.”

Another problem is what to cat on
the, trip. Most, though, sald they
wauld pulling Into a lot of drive-thry
restaurants, N

‘That doesn’t dampen Kwasnluk's
enthusiasm for the upcoming rally.

“I like dolng crazy things,” sald

- Kwasnluk,

Some, like Machiorlatti, see It as
an opportunity (o get involved in a
sport they love, He's the manager of
Mr. Jou's Raclng Team, which parti-
cipates in the ISMA clrcult,

“I'VE NEVER drlven in a car ral-
Iy before,” sajd Machiorlatti, owner
of Mr. Joe's In Southficld who will
drive a 35-foat stretch Chevrolet
Suburban. “There’s not a lot of speed
k;n-ol_vcd and It's safe and competl.

ve,

Machiorlatth plans to make the
8,300-mile trek In relatlve comfort,
The vehicle he's driving Is equipped
with beds, a videocassette recarder,
a television and a telephone.

Lash, a deslgn engineer at Unlroy-
al'in Troy, is also looking forward to
his flrst time behind the wheel of a
rilly car. In previous yeurs, he was
Involved in the design of the tires
used on most of the cars on the ex-
cursion. He flew around to different
sites of last year's rally in a public
relattons role.

Lash s driving a 1985 Pontlac
Grand Am for Team Tiger Paw,

"As It gets closer, I'm getting
more intense,” he said.
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Mercy softballers win 2;
Hawks lose in-10 innings

Farmington Hills Mercy stole a
softball game, llterally, from Livo-
nia Ladywood Monday nlght.

Stolen bases accounted for two of
the three Mercy runs, while pltcher
Terri Nalodka accounted for the fact
that Ladywood scored only two runs
on four hits,

Mercy took a 10 lead in the third
inning when Michelle Fryatt singled,
stole second, stole third and came
?Iomc on Molly McWood's sacrifice

Y.

Mercy ded 2-0 in the fifth after
dJean Wassenberg singled, stole see-
ond and third, and scored on Nalod.
ka's single.

Ladywood tied the game In the
bottom of the fifth thanks te a pale
of Mercy throwing errors.

But In the sixth, Fryatt singled
home Nickl Fraser with what proved
to be the winning run. Fraser had
singled and gone to second when the
ball got away from the Blazer first

The rest was up to Nalodka who
mowed down the Ladywood hitters.
She walked two and struck out elght.

Jenny Nadeau took the loss for La~
dywood (5-2 overall, 4.2 in the
league), although she pltched a
strong game and rapped out two of
the Blazers' four hits,

Amy Edwards and Fryatt had two
hlts apiece for Mercy.

The Marlins won thelr 12th
straight game of the season Tuesday,
beating Blshop Borgess 11-1 in a six-
inning, mercy-rule shortened con-
lest.

Edwards was the winning pitcher,
allowing only one hit and three
walks. She fanned seven.

Judy Janitz had three hits, scored
three times and stole four bases.
Fryatt and Edwards had two hits
each. y
The Marlins face a stiff test Frl-
day as they travel to Harper Woods

cgina,
“That will tell us where we're at,”

sald Merey coach Suzanne Brown.
“We're definltely on our way.”

NORTHVILLE 4, HARRISON 3,
10 innings: Farmington Harrison Is
losing some gut-wrenchers,

After blowing three leads agasnst
previously wintess Livonla Churchill
last week, the Hawks wasted a vali-
ant comeback attempt last Thurs-

ay.
Harrlson fell behind 3-0 after an
innlng. Heidi Reyst’s two-run single
it the third brought the Hawks close,
then Kristl Rugh singled to tle the
game In the battom of the seventh,

Reyst and Northville piteher Lisa ..

Brannon ducled into the 10th, North.
vllle scored the winning run on an
infield ground ball which barely
scored the runner from third.

“We've got to start hitting the
ball,” sald coach Mike Teachman,
whose Harrlson team managed just
two hlts off Brannon. “We were hlt-
ting the ball right into the wind {on
Monday).”
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