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By Matle McGeo

staff writer
HINATQWN" starring Jack Nicholson s a
movle which holds a speclal sparkle for a
little-known group called the Fenton Find-
ers of Michlgan.

It should be noted that the organlzation Isn't real-
nection with the Michlgan city of that name.

What the Finders would llke to see put on the

map, 50 to speak, Is another Fenton — Fenton
glass,
The Fenten Finders s a club of people who col-
lect glassware manufactured since 1906 by the
Fenton Art Glass Co. from lts plant in Williams-
town, W. Va, )

THE FINDERS, who meet once a month in Livo-
nia, are borrowlng the name “Chinatown" to titte
their special display of “China Yellow” glassware
which will be shown at the natlonal glass collectors
convention held in August.

The conventlon is held each year In Marietta,
Ohio, across the rlver from Wiillamstown where
the Fenton Art Giass Co. has been located the past
80 years. The company is the oldest and largest
such glass company in the country,

The Finders are part of a nationwide wide chain
of clubs, but 50 far the only unit in Michlgan. The
club meets the fourth Tuesday of each month at
Riley Middle School in Livonia, drawing members
{from Livonia, Redford, Farmington Hills, Novl,
Pontiac and Ferndale.

Thelr meetings are colorful, to say the least.
Each month, a different display of Fenton glass Is
presented for club members to view and discuss,

The meeting provides an oppartunity to keep up-
dated on a hobby that is fun but relatively expen-
sive, depending on the degree of addiction of the
Individual collector. .

AN IMPORTANT part of each mceting Is the
segment that deals with warnings of fake reproduc-
tions from such places as Taiwan that can fool even
the most discerning eye.

While these look-alikes are nice picces of glass,
they are not made by the Fenton Art Glass Co, and
therefore are not as valuable,

Livonla resident Dorothy Frazee, president of the
Michigan club, said the club favors “Chinese yel-
low™ for. its convention display because the glass-
ware isold and very rare,

‘There are also enough pieces among the 20 mem-
bers of the club to have an Interesting table display,
she said.

At the convention, to be held In August, cach club
will have a display named after a movie title.The
Fenton glass company will make a special plece of
glass for the club with the best display.

THE MICHIGAN CLUB won a first prize at the

Farmington Hills resldent Martha Rice has an extensive collec-
tion of a Fenton depression glass pattern known as Lincoln
Inn, The dinner sesvice is no longer made. Rice Is the founder
of the Michigan Fenton Finders Club.

convention several years. One member, Martha
Rice of Farmington Hllls, has been a prize-wlnner
several times for her coltectlon of a pattern called
Lincoln Inn, which includes a complete line of din-
ner servige as well as complementary art glass
pleces.

Rice is founder of the Michigan club and the sls-

in-law of Ferill Jean and Otis Rice, who found-
ed the national organization in Appleton, Wis. in
1976,
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Iy Interested in movies and has absolutely no con- .

Belng a member of Fenton Finders Is more than
Just being a member of a glass collectors organlza.
tien, Frazee said. .

“It's like belng part of the Fenton family,” she
satd, “They are real frlendly, down-home kind of
folks.”

THAT FEELING of closeness is refnforced, she
said, at the convention where club members “'do
buslness™ but also have a lot of fun. A tour of the
Fenton factory is avallable and members can learn
more the lines of glassware that are constantly
being added.

FENTON IS probably best known for creating
carnival glass In 1907, Frazee explained. Fenton
was followed shortly thercafter by scveral other
glass companles, including Northwood Glass Co.
and Impertal Glass Co.

Carnival glass is a pressed glass coated with a

sodium solutton and when it's fired, plcks up the
exterlor Juster. It was produced untll the 1920s, It
came In a varlety of colors with the most popular
belng marlgeld, green, blue and purple.

No enc is sure where the name carnival glass
came from, Frazee sald. “Some say it was because

Fenton club’s agenda sparkles

they gave it away at carnivals. Others say it was .

because the lridescent glass ltself was colorful like
a carnival.”

All Frazee knows s (hat when she growing up, '

“you saw it everywhere — in everyone’s house, 1

hated It.”
Now, of course, it's a different story,

Fenton Finders of Michigan meet at 7 pm.
the fourth Tuesday of cach month at Riley Mid-
dle School, 15555 Henry Ruff Road. For more
information, call 427-6929 or 421-2665. New
members are weicome.
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..you belong at Bingham Pointe, This
which all other developments are measured.

A serene country setting, yet city conveniences are only minutes away, Architectural features,
inspired by classic European designs, enhance the total environment, And, the fine quality
craftsmanship and attention to detail, always evident in a Robertson Brothers undertaking, are
< i throughout. Bingham Pointe is unmistakably...
ANOTHER ROBERTSON BROTHERS COMMUNITY

Priced from $179,900 to $223,900
Call 645-6240 or ask your Realtor!
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PRIVATE WOODED SETTING

Unique Southfiold home - lergo 1ot  on qulet siroot. 4

bedrooms, 2'4 baths, master sulle, dining room, great family

room with insert/blower Hreplace. Updated klichen, alt

appliances Inctuded. Patlo, barboque, 2 car garage., Quick

Occupancy. $79,500 (P-247) 540-6777

>

FARMINGTON HILLS
Lovoly colonlal on wooded ¥ acro cul-do-8ac lot, neutral decor
throughout, 4 bedrooms, 2% baths, dining room, famlly room
with natural ralsod hoarth fireplnce, fibrary, tinished basoment
ond attaehad garago. $154,500(G-251) 851-2303
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SOQUTHFIELD
Hard to flnd 3 bedroom brick ranch with supor floor plan, 1%
baths, family room, notural fireplace, formal dialng room,
coramic foyor, broakfast nook, central ale, finishod basement
and attachod garage. $77,000 (B-296) 851-2303 .

i

Very seciuded and private, offers 3 bedrooms,
natural firoptace in flving room, formal dining room, breakfast
and private brick patio, Almost 1,700 4.
Mile & Telogeaph aroa. $79,500. (G-251) 547-2000
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GREENBROOKE PARK CONDO'S
2% baths,

. of living spaca. 10

OPEN SUNDAY 2-5
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MORE THAN JUST A PLACE TO LIVE
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features are:
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* Indoor ewimming pool, saana and o

« Qb room fo busisess ax private

|Chamberiait

29253 E, CHANTICLEER - SOUTHFIELD ~
{Northof 12 Mile end East of Tolegraph). “STOP SEARCHING"
It's here! Custom RANCH end Condo In Mave-In Condltion.
Master Bedreom with bath, fibrary will wot bar, 2 room sulto
with bath, gourmal klichen, 3

decor and MOREI $165,000 (C-282) 557-6700
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HAVE THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS In this £O|
Cape Cod nosiled on 1.8 hoavily o hodroom
comtort In the famlly room with froplaco plus wet bar, .This
homo comes with & corral and outbullding. Ba closo to nature
yet havo alf the clty convenlences. $89,
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