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Oakway, Kottler excel in Rachmaninoff

By Avigdor Zaromp
spoclal wrlter

Oakway Symphony Orchestra had
a direct Rachmanlnoff conncetion In
Tast Sunday’s concert in the form of
plano sololst, Mischa Kottier, And
this turned out to be the most exclt-
ing part of the program,

The.orchestra, established in 1973,
is one of the capuble communlty
ones In our area, Its conductor and
dlrector, Francesco Di Blasi, has
been In that capaclty since the begln-

ning.

‘Thls Jatest program drew a large
audience. The major source of the
attraction was the distingulshed pla-
nist, Mischa Kottler, who appeared
as a sololst In the Rachmanlnoff
Concerto No, 2. :

Comparcd to major orchestras
such as the Detrolt Symphony Or-
chestra, community orchestras have
thelr limitations. While these were
«certalnly present on this program,
the rewarding moments were cven
more remarkable. The ltems on the
Iirst part of the program were Bee-
thoven's “Egmont™ Overture and
Tchalkovsky's Symphony No. 5.

To be sure, I wasn't averly im-
pressed with the performance of the

Chamber

The Lyrlc Chamber Ensemble will
glve an All-Liszt Festival at 3:30
p.m. Sunday, May 4, at Orchestra
Hall. The program, featuring five
Milchigan pianists and actors from
the Atlic Theatre, Is a benefit for the
Detroft Waldor! School,

Mischa Kottler, pianist with the
Detrolt Symphony Orchestra for
many years, will play the “Mephisto
Waltz,” which he studled with Emfl
von Saucr who was one of Liszt's stu-
dents, the Ewde [n f minor and “Auf
Dem Wasser zu Singen™ (a transerip-
tlon of Schubert’s song),

Michack Gurt, winner of the 1982

+some of the segments, enjoylng the
musle, hardly affected by occasional
lapscs.

Such was the case in the second
movement, with its excellent horn
playing. The flnal movement came
across with its heavily orchestral
passages impressive, if not always
Intact. To be able to tackle such a
complicated symphonic work and
stay together Is an enviable achleves
ment.

The best, however, was yet to
come, Mischa Kottler is a living leg-
end In this area. Having been here
for more than 50 years, he taught

full of life himself is capable of
breathing so much llfe nto these
treasures of a bygone era.

THE RACHMANINOFF SECOND
Concerto s, of course, extremely dif
fleult technleally. It Is certainly not
suitable material for somebody
“over the hill.” But when observing
Kottler playing this famlliar music,
time and age become meanlngless,

The fascination, however, isn't

conflned to the display of technlque,
which In itself was Impressive and
precise for a person at any age, It
was the quality of sound, the feellng

many p among
them Ruth Laredo. She is widely ree-,
ognlzed for her Rachmanlnoff ex.
perilse and was the fealured artist
on another program here the same
week,

Kottler knew Rachmaninoff per-
sonally and played this concerto be-
fore him as well as other seleetions.

It was that part of the program
that I found to be the most fascinat.
Ing of all the events of that long
weck, without intending to dlminlsh
the others.

Kottler's magic Is in his abillty to

- transform the past inte the present
and make It allve, Only one who |s

“Egmont™ Overture. Even if allow-
ances are made for the limitatlons of
4 community orchestra, the intona-
tlon slips were too many to make the
listenlng sufficiently enjoyable.

THE_TCHAIKOVSKY SYMPHO-
NY, on the other hand, offered a sub-
stantial amount of lstening plea-
sure. | found' myself absorbed in

with each note that pro-
duced a sense of authenticity that
one Is unlikely to find anywhere else,

The final, lavish passages on this
occaslon revealed Rachmaninoff to
me n a light.I have never experi.
enced before, in spite of many expo-
sures to the work. -

When we uncarth ancient arti-
facts, we can imagline, through thelr
present layers of dust, thelr past
splendor. When Kottler plays Rach-
manlnoff, therc Is no layer of dust.
The past becomes Lhe actual reality.

THE PERFORMANCE of the
Rachmanino!f concerto brought the

Ensemble slates all Liszt

Glna Bachauer Competition, will ' Actors from the Attle Theatre wiil

perform the Don Juan Fantasle and give readings from Liszt's love lot-
Fedora Horowilz, artistle director of ters,
Tickets for the festlval can be or-

the Lyric Chamber Ensemble, wiil
JoIn Joseph Gurt, a member of the
Eastern Mlchigan University facul-
ty, for Concerto Pathetique, for two
planos,

Vladuskav Kavalshy of the Wayne
State University faculty, will play
“La Campanelte,” Valse Qubllee No.
3 and the Hungarlan Rapsody No, 6.

Soprano Ernestine Nimmons whi
sing “Es Mss ein Wunderbares seln,”
“King leise mein Jed” and “Oh,
quand j'adors.”
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In the Hills of West Bloomfleld

‘The

<JVIANOR HOMES

Sold Out

dered by calling 822-0300 or at the
box office, ask specifically for the
Waldorf beneflt tickets for the May 4

" concert.

Now Selling Phase II

audience to lts fect instantly follow-
ing the final chords, & reaclion one
seldom observes these days. Kottler
obliged the cheerjng and adoring au-
dlence by playing three encores, In-
cluding hls own gavotte.

The others were Rachmaninoff's.

problems in this work are very slg-

nificant, .
‘While there were some occasions,

as in tho agltated passages of the

second movement, that soloist and
orchestra tended to drift apart, the

gap would clese belore any serious -

arrangement  of - Kreisler's damage was done. Any less capable
“Licbesleld” and Chopin's Waltzin C  orchestra would Inevitably . fall *
-Sharp Minor. part,

Mischa Kottler will be performing
at 3:30 p.m. Sunday on the Liszt Fes-
tival, presented by the Lyric Cham-
ber Ensemble at Orchestra Hall.

Macstro DI Blasi and the Qakway
Symphony should be commended for
their excellent effort with the Rach-
maoninoff concerto. The rhythmic

Concert ends season

St;prano Ernestine Nimmons and
planist Lawrence LaGore wiill con-
clude the 1986 Marygrove College

“Saturdays at Four” music series at
:l ;hm Saturday in Denk Chapman
a)l, c

They wlill give a joint recital of
works by Handel, Mozart,
Schumann, Chopln, Liszt and Ger-
shwin, Tickets, $6 general admission
and $3 students and senfor cltizens

will be avallable at the door. Mar-

yerove College s at 8425 West

McNichols at Wyoming in northwest
trolt.

Def

LaGore will perform Mozart's
Senata K. 311 and Chopin’s Nocturme
in C Sharp Minor, Impromptu in A
Flat and Ballade in G, Minor. He wlil
accompany Nlmmons in her sclec-
ton of songs by Handel, Liszt,
Schumann and Gershwin, - .
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In 1986,
?” YOU COULD BE .
LIVING THE LEGEND OF
MAPLE PLACE WOODS. .

NOW OPEN
Our Sales And
ADisplay Office.

Ohrce again, Classic Construction has created an environment of
incomparable beauty at a price unrivaled in all of West Bloomfield.

Custom D&igne;l 183 Bedroom Condominiums
in a tranquil woodland setting in
prestigious West Bloomfield,

Al homes feature hasements, utiity rooms
and two car attached garages, Some unlts
include a loft with a third bath. |

Priced from *89,500.
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For purchase

2and 3 badroom detached
condominium homes of extracrdinary
quality and character,

Aldingbrooke is a privale estate-like
community situated on aver 130
spectacular acres of pond, trees and
rolling hills, Entry Is off Drake Road,
between Mapla and Walnut Lake

® Exclusive sites with walkout lower levels
© Natural wooded setting

The Ultimate Condominium
Open dally & weck-ends 12-5 p.m. (Closed Thursdays)

SOQUTH OF WALNUT LAKE ROAD, JUST ONE (1) BLOCK
WEST OF DRAKE ROAD IN WEST BLOOMFIELD

Priced from 661-0338

| $129,990 557-2080

4t Presentedby -
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AVAILABLEFOR

Locatedon Hasgerty Rl berween
OCCUPANGY 14 MieRl. o
SUMMER 1986. .

fapie R,

A CUSTOM 2 & 3 BEDROOM CONDOMINIUM COMMUNITY. | ¢

‘A development of The Classle Consirucilon Corporatton Sk Mhonc: 5539855 § ©

‘Reads, through the 24 hour monltored
gatehouse, J

Tha Menor Homes at Aldingbrooke

are open for your inspection daily from
12to5p.m.

661-1750

The pér[ccl surround-
ings for the professional,
An ap that has

In Southfield

i
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swimming poole tennils
court » party room e

exerelsc coom » valct bo the [nsistonce of qui

all the space and luxury
you deserve and all the
privacy you want. And
the location puts you in
the hub of the express-
way system. North Park
Place. .. theright |
place at the right price.

@ BERGERLEWISTON-SMITH
REALTY CORPORAION - .

-
screening to lobby

2,and 3 bedroom beautiful Modal.
¥

LOCATION, LOCATION,
LOCATION!

The location of ‘cholea In Troy could
bo the reason for the success of
Chelsea Place. Thon un%nln, It could

ity matorlals
and workmanshlp throughout the
home. Stop by today to enjoy our

c,

Dally & Weekends
108

from $670/month Ranches and Colonlals
Phone: 559-4588 from 5165.009.
weekdays 9am-5pm

Sat. 10am-2pm

B |

Benelcke & Krue ]

Developmant Corporation

641-7709

642-8686

His future begins
now
at The Park

b oS
great schools, great neighbors, great homes
Environment plays a big part in shaping your chlldren’s future.
Give them the kind of home Iife that memories

are made of. Give them 2 home in The Park and you give them
thelr foundation for the future.

Slngle famlly homes from -
The Park is jocated west off Middicbelr, between Wilnut Lake
and Lone Pine Rds. Follow Woodcliff sigas to Sales Offlce.

Model: 626-3502 - Office: 626-3500, .
. Open noon to 6 p.m,, everyday except Thursday. -
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