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Jackie Acho is a North Farm-
ington High School senior.

By Jackio Acho
spaclal writer

If you do not know what a good
teacher is, ask a high school student.

Chances are the student will teli
you he likes a teacher who excites
you about hid subject, knows the sub-
Ject well and teaches difflcult con-
cepts as if they were child's play,

These qunlitles describe Beverly
Schmitt, a chemistry and physlcs
teacher at North Farmington High
Schoal. .

Schmitt, originally from New
York, has taught chemistry for 21
years, .

SHE EARNED a bachelor's de-
gree In chemistry at the State Unl-
versity of New York and a master's

Because she would ‘owe no tuition
if she declared she would teach,
Schmitt stumbled inte teaching. She
continucd teaching solely to earn
money for graduate school, But to
her surprise, she found she missed
teaching while back in school,

Alter meeting her radio-chemlstry
fab instructor, Thomas Schnltt, now
her husband, she declded to make
teaching her profession.

WHEN ASKED what she likes best
about her job, Schmitt said: "“Smart,
funny, young pcople, all day long,

“I see a real progression of learn-
ing, knowledge »and kids getting
turned on to sclence, Many (imes,
we've killed natural curloslty when
sclence should be fun and interest-
Ing.

“Sclence is the way the world
works."
Her ability as a (eacher shines

through in the record of her ad-
v

degree in analytlcal chemistry at
Wayne State U Y.

. A good all-around siudent, she de-
clded to euter the world of chemistry
as an undergraduate student after
her father suggested she acquire 2
marketable major.

chemlstry stu-
dents. ‘North's students have taken
Advanced Placement tests for col-
tege credit for the past 10 years.

OF ABOUT 25 students each

er hel

year, just four have failed In the cn-
tire 10 years,

The real magic of a good teacher,
however, Is how she s seen by her
students. .

“She understands how kids think,”
sald senlor -Ken Steln. Senfor Stcve
Kahn-added, “She cares about kids
and puts 110 percent Into teaching.”

Schmitt admltted, “1 like teaching,
Tllke kids, and I know my subject.”

Her strong polnts Include an cx-
cellent sense of humor and the ablll-
ty to make everyday analogles In
chemleal explanatlons.

When asked her goals as a teacher,
Schmitt laughed and sald, “Survive
‘til) June.”

Ps ma

Alter s}\o tought a moment, she
added, “I fvant My students who are
talented to leave weli-trained and
liking sclence, ahd the ones, who
aren't to leave still fecling 'good
about themselves and not hating sel-

ence. K

“Althaugh science Is not for them, -

there are a lot of things they can do
out there.” - .

NORTH IS a good school to teach
at because of its -highly motivated
students, Schmltt sald. .

“Also, the district Is supportive of
good teaching. There is a lot of aca.
demic Jrecdom if you're doing a
good fob”

Alumugh‘she does not sce any se-
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rious pi at North, Schmitt
suggests, “Teachers should have bet.
ter means of communlcating with
parents . . . better offlces and tele-
phones.” .

She and her husband have two
children, Susan, 11 and Peter, 7.
Schmitt enfoys gardening and sports,
Individual sports such as tennis,
however, have been rplaced by
{amlly activites.’ ,

Like most teachers, Schmitt occa.
slonally gets dlscouraged, but, by un-
derstanding students, she remalns
unfaded. .

“I REMEMBER back when I was
16. I was a good student, but I — [ike
these kids — was also Interested in
other things such as jobs, sports and
dates,

“These are kids, and It wouldn't be
much fun If they weren't.

Schmlitt is an excellent role model
for asplring teachers, It Is very im-
portant that more teachers follow in
her footsteps because the Impaet a
teacher has on a siudent can be
monumental,

Schmitt, among other flne teach-
ers at North, has achieved a positive
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American Red Cross Blood Ser-
vices wlll host a bloodmobile from
8a.m. to 2 pm, Thursday at Harrl-
son High -School, 20995 12 Mile,
Farmington Hllls, -

For an appolntment, call James
Gelger, 477-3311,

Bloodmobile is slated

Blood gencrally can be donated
by anyone between 17 and, 70, In
good health and who weighs at
least 110 pounds. A new, sterile
neegle Is used for each donor.,

Donating blood takes less than
an hour. .
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