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e wary

bast your vote with care

A monthly peek into Bob Skiar’s
notebook —

'ANY WHO hope to become
M public servants are destined )

for the political scrapheap.

‘ They go off half-cocked in
pursuit of positions of power viewed as
-pelitical plums.

.. They come across as foolish by their
lack of comprehenston of even the most
ZXudimentary local issues,

.. And they excel at straddling the po-
titical fence, then changing their pos-
tire toward the prevailing thinking of
" the day.

. On Monday, June 9, Farmington Pub-
He Schools voters will elect two school
board members from among incum-
bents Janice Rolnick and R. Jack Inch
apd challenger Paul Blizman. For-
tynately, all appear to be well-quali-
fied.

- In view of a no-nonsense list of public
matters that cry out for comment, Jjve-
Jy, stumping on ‘the campaign trall Is
virtually assured. And that’s dandy.
.., A blase approach by any of the candi-
dates would be a mistake if early rum-
b[l[ngs fn the community are any indica-
tion.
-MANY VOTERS already scem to
have strong opinlons about what's good
+= and what's not — in the 10,000-stu-
dent dlstrict. They're on the lookout for
feaders with vision, tact and enterprise,
.. S0 let’s encourage a vigorous debate,
+.A worthy candidate should be able to
de: rate an undi g of such
board basles as curriculum needs, en-
rollment patterns and budget analyses.
‘The school board Is faced with such
plvotal i

graduation requirements and building
renovations. And there's the ever-
changing world of school finances.

WHAT'S MORE, Father Time
marches on, Next year, Farmington
High's Class of 2000 will enter kinder-
garten!

Another skill characteristic of a car-
ing school trustee s the ability to com-
municate — within the district, with the
public and with other governmental
groups.

For example, there's still room for
fence-mending  between the school
board and the Farminglon Hills City
Council over the city's now-abandoned
plan to use tax Increment {financing to
improve 12 Mile Road,

Unquestfonably, the district requires
leaders who have a hand on the dis.
trict’s pulse and a sense of setting and
fulfilling goals,

There's*no place on the school board
for those with a limited attention span,
those who lack physical or emotional
vigor or those who are overbearing or
narrowminded.

THE 1985 school board race iz shap-
ing up to be unpredictable. Incumbency
won't mean certaln victory,

le{nd that's heartening,

o

as ing a
new superintendent and Instituting new
dlementary boundaries,

* Tt also 18 caught up in guch long-term
cbnsideratlons as enrollment growth,
preschool programs, computer literacy,

You could help save

didate should have the luxury

* of winning without displaying not only a

solid
also
nity's greatest resource — ts Yyoung
people.

grasp of school distriet af, fairs, but

a chunk of history

.
' “WHADYA CALL this, Steve?” said
the reporter. In her hand was a pam-
bhlet containing nformation about a
medical service that uses helicopters to
fransport patients.
». Moving over to my desk, she pointed
?t the bottom of the afreraft.
t; “Skids, s-k-l-ds,” I replled auto-
fuatically, gazing at the helicopter’s
landing gear.
¢ It’s been a while, 18 years, since I've
thought seriously about helicopters, a
symbol of a war in which I once partici-
pated. But some things never leave you,
. For me “skid” was one of those
Hiings. It has been packed away in the
back of my brain for nearly two dec-
ides. In an instant, the brain dusted it
ff and threw it into my mouth,
¢, As infantrymen, we would stand on
Jhe skids as the helicopters came in for
& landing. Chopper pilots had an aver-
$lon to actually landing, especially
frhen we were getting shot at. So we
jrould jump, sometimes from as high as
0 or 12 feet — usually into knee-high
mud,
So skids I remember. )
- LATER THAT day a colleague
-aught me In the cafeteria.
1 "Steve, I've gotta have my B-17 book
back. My dentist and I are having an
argument about them. Imagine, he's
rying to tell me about B-17s,”
« That was hard to imagine. My col-.
cague, Frank Kinney, spent an appre.
tlable amount of time flying over Eu-
ope in the famous World War II bornb-
r known as the “Flying Fortress.”
' For a World War II history buff like
yself, talking with Frank is like meet-
ing o plece of history. A few minutes
i him and all those pictures

Of B-17 crews standing in front of their
firplanes come alive.
;f Although Frank and I fought in dif-

Frammed away in dusty history books.

i crackerbarrel
debate

Steve
Barnaby

ferent wars, I realize how precious
those symbols of that once-in-a-life-

time experience are for him. And while
plenty of helicopters buzz through the
alr, Frank's symbol is a vanishing

breed,

And that would be a shame if those
artifacts of another time just faded
away. We need to remind ourselves how
in times of conflict we are able to band
together and survive.

WE NEED the symbols to g‘IYe the

an ablding Interest in this commu. *
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TWO KEY figures call the shots in
Michigan's state capitol. The state is
better off for having both of them,

You already know that one is Gov.
James J. Blanchard. A very different
kind of figure is Sen. Majority Leader
John Engler of Mount Pleasant — dif-
ferent somewhat in politics, far dif-
ferent in style, and far more produc-
tive 1 ly than his Dy
counterpart, House Speaker Gary
Owen, ~ R

Shortly after Engler took the reins,
Sen. R. Robert Geake of Northville,
one of the senior Republicans in Lans-
ing, called Engler the best of three
leaders he has worked with — tire-
less, innovative, grasping a wide vari-
ety of issues.

CONSIDER:

® The chamber Engler leads spot-
ted the liability insurance/tort reform
problem months -before Owen and
Blanchard and developed fts bills.

® Engler’s troops responded faster
on the Essential Auto Insurance prob-
lem and cleanup of voter registration.
(The first issue was compromised; the
latter lost.)

State has 2 fine leaders "
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iddle-cl burban v:

With alues,
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@ Engler’s troops put so much heat
on the governor that the administra-
tion settled for a much earlier roll-
back of the 1983 income tax increase.

. ® Engler commissioned a for-
ward-looking Hudson Institute study
with closeup

K/

- recently stole Engler's line — Michl-

3
a master of business administration
degree and congressional experlence
on the banking committee, Blanchard
has little in common with such busi.
ness-balters ag Sam Fishman of the
AFL-CIO, Attorney General Frank"
Kelley and the Ralph Nader types,
Commerce director, Doug Ross,

gan must become - “competitive”
again,

“Corporation” is no longer a dirty
word in the upper reaches of a Demo-
cratic I liken that

of Michigan's
of several citfes.
® Engler, himself, a central farm-
lands resident, shows up in Detroft
; and the suburbs for speeches — and
" sometimes just to learn, as when he
vislted an Inner-city soup kitchen one
2zero-degree winter day. No other ma-
Jority leader of either party I've scen
has got around so much,

BLANCHARD HAS put most of his
eggs into two baskets — the business
climate and education. His State of
the State messages are'a fraction the
length of Bill Milliken’s.

achievement to President Nixon's
opening America’s doors to Red Chi.
a,

na,

After taking a public relations
beating his first year in office by
keeping his nose to the grindstone,
Blanchard now tours the state, and
di ith

lops wi
newspapers 50 asslduously, that he’s
accused of being a shallow “good
news" governor,

Your own Ideology likely will put
you in one camp or the other, I would
say that each camp ought to appreci-
ateitsleader.

GOP race for guv — ho-hum

THE TROUBLE I have with political
campaigns is that T usvally have a hard
time figuring out where the campaign
{s, For example, where's the campaign
for governor?

Gov. James Blanchard supposedly
has a Democratic primary opponent,
but I can't remember his name, The

children of our children t

bl which

g to
touch, to feel and understand when the
living symbols are gone.

‘The Yankee Air Force, a group with a
museum at Willow Run, would like to
preserve a little plece of that histary.
But.the volunteer organization of avia.
tion bul}s is running short on time.

They've got less than 60 days to buy
one of these mainstays of World War I1
airpawer. At one time nearly 13,000

lumbered through the skies of Europe *

and over the Pacific.

But today only 12 remain.

The problem is bucks — $280,000 to
be exact. Now that's some bundle of
cash for a machine that's more than 40
years old.

But just stop and think how it would
make  history come allve for future
generations. Then, If you're 80 inclined,
write a check to Flying Fortress Fund
and send to Yankee Alr Force, P.0. Box
1100, Ypsilanti, Mich. 48197,
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‘For §:World War Il history buff like myself,
talking with Frank is llke meeting a plece of
history. A few minutes with him and all those
Pictures crammed away in dusty history books
of B-17 crews standing in front of their i

alrplanes come alive.’

!

p primary
supposedly will come up with an alter-
native to Blanchard, I moving along
like an earthworm hoping it can turn
into a butterfly.

Not only is it dull, it {s producing Nt-
tle enthusiasm for any of the candidates
vying for the distinction of losing to
Blanchard in November. .

/

IN STATE electians, it used to be that
candidates would criss-cross the state
speaking to small groups and talking
about what they think the campaign is-
sues should be, Voters would head down
to the town hall to see the candidate
live. Newspapers would report on what -
the candidates had to say about the js-

sues.

That's all changed. Nowadays, candi-
dates mostly ‘waste -their time when-
they appear before small groups. They
have to appeal to voters in big clumps,
and the only sure-fire method of getting
wide exposure is In televislon advertis.
inj -

Gubernatorial candldates mostly try
to buy an Image. Bill Lucss, the Wayne

* County executive who started the GOP

campaign as the front runner, has even
stopped golng to candidates’ mee

tings,
- saying be will use his time better rais-

fng money for advertising.
Acc Observer & Eccentric political
reporter Tim Rlchard has been follow-

- Bob .
.Y Wisler

showed him as the founder of a thriving
car industry and the head of nice look-
Ing family, Boom, He became a force to
be reckoned with even though his ad-
vertising sald nothing about any issue
invelving government.

But, by the dint of advertising, it is
). to look like Chrysler, now

ing the candidates around the metro-
politan area hoping to get a picture of
what the candidates stand for and how
they differ In thelr views of government
and government spending.

WHAT HE HAS found is that Oakland
County Executive Dan Murphy and Rep,
Colleen Engler have programs to talk
about but the other candidates don't.
When asked about a subject, most give .
either off-the-cuff opinions or stale-

" ments that sound as if they were spit

out by some public relatlons/political

" consultant,

Newspaper stories talk about the rel-
ative standi of the gub ial
candidates, 23 measured by the opinions
of various Republican Party luminar-
les. In most of them, Lucas and
Chrysler are ranked first and second
whl{lesthose with the programs are down
the ! .

There i3 no doubt that the GOP cam-
paign up, to now has been influenced
primarily by Dick Chrysler’s politlcal
ads on televesion, o

Chrysler was earlier this year a mi.
nor Republican flgure who was only
‘known for pushing a relatively hopeless
program of turning the state Legisla-
ture into a part-time body.

THEN HE-SPENT almost a.hall-
milllon on televison advertlsing, which

into his second round of TV ads, will
Ppush Murphy so far down In the relative
pecking order that Dan won't be able to
get up, More than one politician Is
predicting Chrysler will knock off Lu-
cas in the August GOP primary.

It's probably far too early to predict
that, however, since Lucas has'yet to air
his televison ads showing how a poor *
boy from Harlem has becn able to work
his way up in the poltiical system from
New York cop, to FBI agent, to sheriff,
to county executive,

THE LEADING candidates aren't

-llkely to talk about any real govern-

mental issues, such as the need for
dolng something about the state welfare
system, how'{o deal with urban spraw)
or whether the tax system will be
changed so that there is less rellance’on
the property tax. .

Instead they will conduct advertising
campaigns trying to Indicate to voters
that they are as American as apple ple
and that they belleve in the old-fash-
joned virtues of family, hard work and
self-sacrifice in rising up the ladder of
success, .

They will, in essence, try to use ads
that spark the kind of response in voters
that set off an emotional reaction. The
ideal ad will' be something like a suc-
cessful Coca-Cola ad. Substance mat-
ters little If the style ia right.




