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Auction
Farmington Training Center
bids welcome to the bidders

By Loralno McClish
staif writer

North Farmington Kiwanls will
stick with a winner and repeat its
highly successful auctlon for the ben.
efit of Farmington Tralning Center
with another spring session of bld-
ding for merchandise and services,

The event begins with a silent aue-
tlen at 7:30 p.m,, followed by a live
auction at 8:30 p.m. Saturday, May
10, tn Farmlngton Training Center,
33000 Thomas,

“We made about $4,500 the first
time we attempted this method of
fund raising, and think we can dou-
ble that the second time around,”
said Glen Tinham, one of the 25
members of the service club.

Kiwanis chapters choose thelr own
methods of fund rafsing, as well as
where the money goes, “but we have
always been heavlly supportive of
the handlcapped,” Tinham satd,

“We have a longstandlng record of
supporting Speclal Olymples, the
learning disabled, and a lot of schot-
arships, We're all very commiltted to

this auction, which wlil be our major
fund-ralser of the year. We expect to
have at the very least about 200
items listed in the auction catalog.”

A check Jist of those items re-
vealed weekend vactlons, catered
dinners, jewelry, sports mementos
and equipment, luggage, tools, pet
supplics, event tickets, member-
ships, and a large and wide variety
of glit certificates, One of the most
unusual items on the list was a bath-
tub and sink.

'WHILE, KIWANIANS are commite

. ted to making the auction a success,

Ed Woll said the students in Farm.
Ington Tralning Center are “fired v
with enthuslasm and antieipation.”

Woll is a spectal education teacher
In the center, one of the auction
coordinators, reciplent of large
items to be stored untll the night of
the auction, and the man firing up
the enthusizsm among students and
staff in the tralning center,

“We're making It a fun thing for

the students and a competition
among the stalf to see who can bring
in most items for the auctlon,” Wolf
sald,

His check list numbers about 50
items, topped by hexagon plenle ta.
bles and wooden rocking horses
made by the students, as well as
other items made in the center's
woodcraft shop,

Meanwhile, students In the print
shop turn out a steady flow of flyers
advertising the auction, with each lot
glving new and updated Information,

“With all the investigations about
where the money goes when people
glve to charities, and how much of it
actually reaches the place where it
was Intended, T want it known that
the Kiwanlans give 110 percent,”
sald the Rev. T, Richard Marels,
vice president of North Farmington
Kiwanis Club, “One hundred percent

Ed Wolt is

gocs to our Ki It com-
munlty projects. We throw in anoth-
er 10 percent with our time and tal-
ents.”

by Kirk Russelt (in
toreground) In Kevin Brown, two of his stu-
dents who are finishing up a wooden plcnic

table that will go to the highest bidder Satur-

i's been a good year, but. .

day. Students In Farmington Tralning Center
have sold 20 of the 50-Inch hexagon tables
this year tor $125 each, .

RANDY BORST/staft photographer

Farmington Artist Club president appeals to the commu'nity

o %
Gwon Tomkow,

who finds many subjects for watercolors In

northern Michigan, asks help from the community In finding a

Hlila residente,

spot to ostablish an art centor for Farmington and Farmington

By Loraino McClish
staf! writer

Professionally It's been a very
good year for artist Gwen Tomkow.
But as president of Farmlugton Art-
Ists Club, she Is frustrated by the
lack of a permanent home for the
club’s 150 members.

““We appeal to the community for
space. We need a home of our own,
Every communlty needs a center for
the arts,” Tomkow said.

The artist has just closed down a
successful one-woman show in
Farmington Branch Library, simul-
tancously closed up the books on an-
other successful exhibit of the Farm-
ington Artlats Club and got the news
that her work called “On Gold Pond"
was selected for Inclusion in Michi-
gan Water Color Society’s 40th annu-
al exhlbition. .

The, inclusion is the most-presti-
glous of professional distinctions for
a watercolorist.

“But we're still looking for a
home,” sald Tomkow, who for 10
years has been part of the work
force which does the physical labor
necessary (o give the communlty
two exhibits every year,

A good number of the club's 150
members are called Into action to
bring out all of the equipment stored
In garages, basements and closets
scattered all over the sister cities
that {3 necessary to set up the show,

The 2¢-hour stint of hired trucks
and members who own a van or a
statlon wagon was taped this spring
by MetroVision, The behlnd-the-
scenes action concludes with the fin.
ished product, the opening of the

show , wlith flowers and palntings, -

award ribbons in place and hostesses
greeling the guests,

THE TAPE WILL be used as part
of a historical document of the club,
one club members hope will chroni-
cle a past era after they find a per-
manent home, .

Thelr hoped-foer home would be a
gathering center for the develop-
ment of art talent in the two citfes,
house a permanent gallery, give
them needed space for meetings and
storage, and allow them to teach and
better promote the arts.

Members propose that the center
be administered jolntly by the Farm-
ington Artists Club and the Farming-
ton Foundation for the Arts, the ser-
vice arm of the club,

* The foundation currently supplics
art lessons free to persons working
in ofl on a weekly basis in Farming-

/ ton Hills Senlor Adult Center. It also
sponsors ‘The Pleture Lady” pro-
grams, an enrichment class of art
appreciation for, elementary-grade
students in with Farm-

‘TOMKOW SAYS her art work has
been selling so well “that as fast as I
finish a landscape, it scems there Is
someone who needs i, That feels

00d — to know that it will bring a
little happiness to a person, or may-
be a group of people.”

Many of Tomkow's watercolors
have been Inspired by trips t6 North-
ern Michigan, “On Gold Pond,”
which will be on view in Kras) Art
Center {n St, Joseph through June 1,
is a landscape taken from a
Leclanau panoramie view,

Other Tomkow walercolors are in
the corparate collections of Sisters
of Mércy Health Corp., Glicker Elec-
tric, Kresge Ey
dence Hospltal, Church of
viour and One Cut Above.

-Recent awards have come from
Renauvlt USA, American Motors,
Palette & Brush Club, and the Farm-
ington Artists Club. .

The artist works in acrylles, col-

lage and monoprints as well as wa-
tercolor.

Our Sa-

Circus stage show
stops here on tour

“Holiday Hippodromie,” America's
original stage circus with circus and
variety acts from around the world,
slops here on tour for a performance
at 7 pm. Thursday, May 15, in the

of Oakland Community

ington Public Schools.
“We have so many talented artists

here that it is an inspiration to be--

come a member of our club and an
honor for me 1o be president,” Tom-
kow sald. “Our walting list is always
full. We attract the very best artists
from a wide area, Farmin -ton and
Farmington Hills residents sspport
the arts and we have very good coop-
cration from the (Farmington Area)
Arts Commlssion.”

“With all that golng for us we are
still looking for a place to call our
own.”

College's Orchard Rldge Campus,
The 90 minute performance will
appear under the sponsorship of

. Kiwanis Club of North Farmington.

Among the highlights of the hippo-
drome for 1988 i3 The Agullars, aeri.
al acrobats, and' Jungle Wonders,
made up of six trained baboons, -
e Zacharys arc a’ young ‘man

Baritone wins solo spot_

Christopher Schaldenbrand, a

‘Members of Farmington Area
Clergy Assoclation ask for walkers
and pledges for Church World Ser-
vice CROP Walk for the Hungry that
will take place here Sunday, June 1.

! Clergy and representatives from
many local churches gathered in Our
.|Lady of Sorrows Catholle Church

late Jast month to get plans under

Walkers called to hel

{rom First United Methodist Church
of Farmington, in downtown Farm-
Ington, and cover g 10 kilometer
course. .

Money ralsed will be given to
Church World Servico, a non-denom.
inational agency which meets human
need through soclal and economle
development; disaster and emergen-
¢y respanse, service to refugees, and

global education.

“RECOGNIZING THAT milllons
of men, women &nd children all over
the world often spend half thelr wak-
Ing hours walking for food, for wa-
ter, for survival, wo will be walking
to raise money to help them,” said
the Rov. David’ Strobs of Nardin
Park Unlted Methodist Church,

p hungry

/'One person alone cannot solve
the staggering problem of world
hunger, but working together with
our brothers and sisters around the
world, we can do more than we can
doalone.” -

Walkers, pledgers, or cash contrib-
utors, are asked to call Sharon
Smith, at St. Jobn Lutheran Church,
474-0584 or 471-7408. :

way for the walk that will.begin
:

F Jl resident and a senlor at
Interlochen Arts Academy, will be
one of the soloists during Michigan
Youth Arts Festival, The baritene
wlll solo by winning an audition to
perform with the Kalamazoa Junlor
Symphony under the director of con-
ductor Robert Ritsema,

The concert begins at 8:15 p.m,
Friday In Miller Auditorium on the
campus of > Western Michigan Unl-
versity, The concert ls open to the
public, free of charge.

!

and woman who give a fost and
flashy display of juggling combining
2 mixture of hoops, balls, clubs and
the unusual arlistry of -the bollos,.
gauchostyle. . .

Bradbury & Company s billed as
the "mutﬁrbtilllgl‘:uslon." Noelll's Com-
edy Do, as e chaos.!

s e %cv. T, -Rlem Marecls,
speaking for the Kiwanis members,
said tho show was chosen as a fund-
ralser -because it “‘provides enter-
tainment for the whole family."

Tickets are $4.25 a seat, avaifable
by calling Jim Wicker, 476-0020, -

¢ Institute, Provi- .




