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Wandering needs to be examined

Dear Jo;

We are worrled about my 84 year
old father. He has lived with us ever
since my mother died 12 years ago.
He Is very much a part of our family
and hopefully will remain so in the
years to come.

Our worries stem from his habit of
wandering. We live near a shopplng
mail and every day Dad like to go
over and browse. Most of the sales.
peaple know him and arc {riendly.
He usually stays In the mall until
dinner time, and then comes home,
Sometimes he gets a Nitle disorients
cd and is unable to find his way
home ~ s6 when he's late, we 8o
overand get him,

Last week, he wandered to anoth-
cr part of town and got lost. He was
brought home by the police. We were
embarrassed, but felt that he should
still keep his frecdom and continue
willi his daily outings,

Vesterday we were approached by
our neighbors who sald they could
not tolerate my father's behavior,
particularly with the police invelve-
ment, and that he shoult be “put
away,”

It’s interesting to note that Dad is
not worried about his wandering and
getting lost at ali.

So, 1 guess things have pretty well
come to the crisis point. We could
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A. Jolayne
Farrell

Do you feel that his present setting
is too restrictlve?

How dangerous Is his wandering?

What psychologlcal need or encr-
RY process appears to be causing his .
wandering?

Some of the common causes of
wandering are: tension, boredom, en-
vir or chaos,

use some advice from you, a geron-
tologist.

Please answer my letter in the pa-

per as our “welt meaning™ neighbors

read your column.

Mrs. K.S.

Dear Mrs. S.:

One of the most common reasons
for admission of elderly persons to a
nursing home Is wandering. Familtles
{fear that harm will come to their
vulnerable older members so they
seek a protectlve environment for
them,

Before attempting to manage your
father’s wandering behavior, ~you
need to know answers te the follow-
ing questions:

When your father wanders, what is
he secking?

When does the behavior most fre.
quently accur?

How would the problem be sotved
If he was 40 instead of 817

Grant goes to
OU professor
for research

An Oakland University microbiol-
ogist is using genetic engineering to
understand how bacteria become re-
sistant to antiblotiés.

Providence lospital to sludy the
mechanism of “antibiotic resist-
a problem faced by hosptials
across the nation.

A major concern to hospital per-
sannel are strains of bacterta that do
nol die, even when treated with the
most potent new antibiotics, These
bacteria not only live, they can mul.
tiply and produce new strains.

WALIA IS working with Dr. Tom
Madhavan, chief of infectious dis-
cases at Providence, in attempting
to find answers to the prablem.
Walia is looking at the DNA or
building block molecule in the bac-
teria to try and determine genetic
changes that might oceur to produce
an enzyme that crentes resistance
ainst drugs.
Walia said that understanding the
mechanisms by which these changes
ocenr will help scientists trace and
combat the bacteria,

SUCCESS will have great cconom-
ic implications and help reduce dan-
gers from hospital-contracted infec-
tions, Walia said.

The professor earlier received ane
oiher $3,000 grant from Profidence
for Ui first phase of his study.

That work was reported in late
March at the Annual Mecting of the
American Socicty for Microbiology
in Washingten, D.C.
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Precious Times

is searching for Southeast
Michigan's ‘most _beautiful
Parents To Be. The win-
ners, chosen by the staff of

Preclous Times, will be
awarded the following
prizes:

A deluxe imported
fayette by Sara's Prints
($110value}

ne of a kind lace
bassinet ($300 value)
They will be photograph-
ed and featured Ig the
Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers and Detroit
Magazine.

To Enter:

Mall a photograph of your
favorlto parants - to - be,
along with their names,
address & phone number
to:

Precious Times
¢/0 2290 Robell
Walled Lake, MI 48088

Winners will be announced
L our May 18th Fashion
Show. For ticket Informa-
tion regarding the fashion
show call 624-2050

past work patterns and changes In
the weather,

From your letter, It appears that
your father's wandering is not very
serious and so long as he s able to
stay In familiar territory, he should
he qulte safe, Before he goos out you
should make surc that he is carrylng
ident!flcatlon so if hie does get tost he
can be helped.

You may want (o buy him a watch
with an atarm en it — set for clase
to dinner time, s he can be remind-

ed to start home. Also you would be
wisc to have a chat with your local
pollee explaining to them his prob-
lem and that if he gets lost again you
would appreclate that he be brought
home in a quict way.

About your "well meaning” neigh-
bors, your father's life style s
{frankly stated) none of theif busi
ness.

I wish you the best of luck in
waorking out your father's problem.
He is fortunate to have a caring
daughter like you who has his best
Interests at heart In wanting to keep
him a1 home with his family,

Readers can write to Jolayne
Farrell at P.O. Box 66, Postal Sta-
tion G., 1075 Queen Street East,
Toronto, Ontario, MAM3ES, Cana-
da.
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Sofas from $249%
Kltchen & Dlning Chalrs from *19,95
& Day Service Avallable

10% Discount to Senjor Citizens
Chock Our Frices on Carpeting and Plastic Covers

Chalrs from #149%°

All Work Guarantoed
FREE In-Home Estimates

836-8900

REUPHOLSTERY

. “Mother’s Day'lé,'

Purchase from aur exclusive collection of
fine quality gemstonen from the far corners of the world,
It’s a rare opportunity to create 1 unique
picce of Jewelry for yousself or for gilt-giving.

Somerset Mall ® May 8-10
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Landscape Designers and Growers of
Fine nnunl & Perenninl Flowers,
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Pontiac, Mi. 332-6430
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