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The Emerg)t(Entrepreneurs

Business start-ups: where
the action is for women

By Susan Stelnmuellor
slalf writer

‘Women entr in are

ana-

‘The fact is women are . :
responsible for much of the

tionwlde trend and entering th

Statlstics for the state show that while women owned
only 4 percent of buslnesses in 1970, that {Igure rose to
28 percent in 1980 and 36 percent In 1985 — with four
out of five new buslnesses statew!de started by women
last year.

Women are especially making a dlfference in the ser-
vice sector, with about 45 percent of the legal, medical
and Infermation services owned by women, according to
the Michigan Department of Labor,

AS WOMEN buy thelr own businesses, they find that
they bave a helplng hand frem the state. .
The Offlce of Women Business Owners was opened

upturn in Michigan
and the U.S."
Elizabsth Howe,
state labor director

. based temporary employment agen-

- staff of 13 and continue to grow as

Ownership provides

path to career goails

By Susan Stelnmueller
special writer

ulmy need to change their perception
o ! ! .

The ways women attempt to
achleve career 'goals as business
owners are as dlverse as the busk-
nesses they run. .

Joan E. Moore and E. JHl Pollock
started the Arbor Consulting Group .
in Plymouth because they wanted to

on thelr p

skllls Involving risk taking. Both
women were previously employed in
fast track corporate positions at
Ford Motor Co.

Pat Gray, owner of Unlforce of
Blrmingham, sald she declded to in.
vest In a franchise of the New York-

cy, Unlforee Temporary Scrvices,
beeause she wanted more control
over her destiny, -

The companies are examples of
the Increasing number of businesses
started by women in Mlchigan in the
past five years. companles
have grown from thelr start to a

thelr rovenues increase — with the

‘THE STATE co-spansors an annual, statewlde confer-
ence for women business owners, now In fts third year,
To note the growth of women in busknes, the conference
has changed its name. .

“Our flrst two conferences were titled ‘Women: The
Em. ’*’ Gentry says, “We switched

three years ago by the of Com-
merce. Michigan is the only state so far to form one.

” The olflce works with communlties to establish eco-
nomic d buslness and

to the past tense — ‘Emerged’ — this year. because
women have clearly taken thelr place in the main.
siream of in and

tics for women,

“The governor recognizes that investing In women
owning buslnesses Is absolutely golng to give Michigan a
competitive edge,” says Barbara Gentry, director of the
offlce. “He is taking advantage of a market that no
other state does.

“We are on the leading edge, and flve years from now,
it will be absolutely evident that it IS a wise invest-
ment.”

With the number of Mlichigan businesses owned by
women slightly higher than the nationwlde average,
that lovestment already scoms to bo paying off.

THE GROWTH of business startups by women goes
hand in hand with a general nationwide trend of growth
In new business startups, notes Gentry.

“In the last quarter, there have been 23,600 husinesses
started, the highest number ever, These business star-
tups have mainly been in the area of service and tech-
nology — areas where most women are.”

Elizabeth Howe, Michigan Department of Labor di-
rector, says, “The fact i3 women are responsible for
much of the economic upturn in Michigan and the US."

“Women owning businesses Is an [dea whose time has
come,” says Gentry. *It's a wonderful time to be a wom-
an buslness owner.”

B L4

“Women: The Emerged Entrepreneurs,” is Friday and
]Snturdny, May 16 and 17, at the Clarion Hotel [n Lans-

ing.

Co-sponsors are the Wayne State Unversity College
of Lifelong Learning, Michigan Department of Com-
merce Olflce of Women Business Owners, Mlchigan
Small Business Development Center and the U.S. Smal]
Business Administration, .

Arbor C Group setting its
slghts on becoming a big business,

GRAY ACQUIRED Uniforce of
Blrmingham In 1982, ‘when she
bought out her partner of two years.
Two years later, she opened a South-
field office. Slnce then, Uniforce of
Birmingham has become the largest
temporary personnel servhee owned
by a woman in the Detroit area.

It hs also carned recognition tn the ™ |

last two years for having the highest
earnings of the 50-plus Uniforce
chain natfonwide, Clients range from
small companles to General Motors,

. General Electrie and IBM.

Gray belleves that in order for

“Itruly feel that sometimes, wom-
en hold themselves back,” she sald.
“I'think there are more epportunities
for women today, but women have to
educate themselves as to what that
entalls,”

Those include older.women, she

said, a group Incrensingly re-enter-
ing the workforce. Having embarked
on a full-time career after raising
two daughters, Gray, a grandmother
of three, particularly enjoys provid-
Ing older women with employment
opportunlties, -

Please turn to Page 2
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Pat Gray: “The older woman who Is wiillng to go back nndf
more women to succeed In business, tearn is gold in the marketplace.™ :

The two-day - program will feature k ’
"

a

P and a'recep
tion honoring women business owners, .- - ot - o -

Zoe Wilcox, communlty affairs consultant for Cop-

sumers Power, will open and close the conference, Fii

day’s luncheon speaker will be Marlene Johnson, Leu:

tenant governor of Minnesota. Martha Mertz, president

- of Mayhood Mertz Realtors, will open Saturday’s pro-

gram, .

More than 350 women attended last year’s conference .
lanlgmunth. Gentry says this year 500 are expected to
attend. !

To reglster, contact Nancy Grose of Wayne State Unt-
versity's College of Lifelong Learning at §77-4710,

To contact the Office of Women Business Owners, call
517-373-6224,

She figures women to succeed

By Susan Stelnmueiter
staff writer

Pearl Holfterty, an accountant and partner of the
Southfleld accounting flrm of Plante & Moran, was re-
cently honored by Gov, James Blanchard as the U.S,
Small Busincss Administratlon’s Michigan Women in
Business Advocate of the Year,

The award Is given each year to individuals who have
used pr D to further the
and awareness of small business, and who have taken an
active role in creating opportunities for promoting the
interests of small busincss.

‘The Southficld resident said that the work she has
done for the Natlonal Assoclation of Women Business
Owners, including serving as leng-range planning vice
, probably to her selection for the

award,

She works to help women business owners in a varlety
of ways, saying, “Today, women are outnumbering men
in smalt business stari-ups. I feel privileged to be able
to asslst them professionally with the goals and objec-

EXARRST
Feeri Holftorty: Women faco difforent obatacles

] . Do e e

, ed story.) Her topic will be *How to

- such as

B -

tives for their business plan.”

WOMEN BUSINESS owners face different difficuls

ties than thelr male counterparts, she sald,

“I think the blggest problem that they face Is obtain-
ing finance, and also credibility as a business owner.
When the time comes that these are not factors, you
probably won't have an award for women business ad.
vocates,

“I think for many years, when women started bus)-
ness, people thought it was just a way for them to keep
busy. But women will fight jtst as hard as men to make .
their business a success,” :

Years ago, the problem was pechaps worse, she said,

*“A banker several years ago sald to me, ‘Jt's so unusu.
ol to have women business owners,” I said, "You never |
told us how much fun it was,'*

But problems of perception persist. *I was talking to
someone yesterday who sald, ‘You know, I didn't know
women knew how to work with numbers.'*

A MOTHER of four, she finished her studies after her
chlldren were grown. She earned a bachelor’s degree in
business administration in 1970 and a master’s in 1973,
both at Wayne State University. She has been with
Plante & Moran, a flrm speclalizing In small- to medi-
um-size clients, for nine years.

“There were not many women CPAs when I became
one,” sald Holfterty. *It Is changing — more and more
are owning their own CPA flrms, and 50 percent of ac-
counting graduates are now women,

*I think women Ilke the challenge of buslness owner-
ship, they like to be thelr own bosses,” says Holfterty,
She jokes, “The one way for a woman to be the president
yl thelr company !s to own one.

“It’s a Yot of hard work, and women have to learn the
aldlla that go with making it a 'success — and .they
ave,” ’

HOLFTERTY will be speaking at an annual state
conference for women business owners to be held in
Lansing Fridoy and Saturday, May 18 and 17, (See relat-
Look Smart,” by
having a team of experts advising a business, and how
to work well with peoplo necessary to business success,
bankers. ' i

Other professiona! {nvolvements for Hollterty lnélndd

- membership In the Michigan Schoo! Businesa Officlals.

She serves on the Federal Reserve of Chicago Small
Business Advisory Council and I8 a delegate to the Whita
House Conference on Small Business, Holfterty Ls Listed

GET TOGETHER WITH

GOOD FRIENDS

This Summer in Ann Arbor.

Judy Collins, the {;
first lady of folk, will
open the 1986 Ann
Arbor Summer
Festival with a special
concert Sar, Junc 28

- BPM

Pilobolus Dance
‘Theatre returns 1o
Ann Asbor for two
original, imeverent |
programs of
unpredictable
movement. Mon &
Tue, June 30, July |

. 8PM

South Africa's
Market Theatre
Company petforms
“Asinamali,” about £
the hardships of life in
South Africa.

an premicre,
Tue & Wed, July 2.3
- 8PM

Sesame Street’s Bob
McGrath, friend toa .|
genceration of !
Amctican youth, will
T presentan
cducationally-oricnted
children's concert, @
Sun, July 6 2PM ¥

*ALSO COMING: v
jazz/balledbreak dancing troupe, comes

- crashing back to Ann Arbor for two
" petformances, Mon & Tuc, July 7-8 8PM

"Théy’d Love to See You! gmduer

Tickets go on sale May 12 at al)

To order by phone, using a major credit card, call (13 ‘763-TKTS

N

bee

P Jazz preat Dizzy
Pl Gillcspic in concent
B with the ). C. Heard
l Orchestea will
B celebrare the final
R cveningof the
Festival. Sar, July 19
8PM

j Veteran actor Kevin
MecCarthy presents
his acclaitned

July 15 8PM

The world's foremost
mime, Marcel -~
Marceau joins the
Festival again for his

The Acting
Company, America's
leading touring

i reperiory company

Shakespeare’
You Like It" .
Sat, July 10& 12 at
8PM and Sun, July 13
i 4PM. Also “"Orchards,”

Seven Chekhov Shon Storics, Fri, July 11, 8PM

Ticket World outlets.

All performances take place in Pawer Centet for
the Performing Arts in Ann Arbor,

-gstivhl

in Who's Who of Ametican Women,
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