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- Performances of . the- Avon

(Musical goes up
[but then falls down|

*|'Players prod of the Neil
Simon/Marvin Hami

more subdued readering, but he too
r the Importance of

musi-

!|cal comedy “They're Playing
: | Our Song” continue through Sat-
urday, May 17, at the Avon
‘| Players Playhouse in Avon
Township, For ticket informa-

*|tiom; calt 656-1130.
.| By Gay Zisger o,
spocial wrlter ) ‘
Avon has ended the season witha

Nell Simon musleal comedy that fs
two-thirds 'bang, one-third
.| Whimper. The last few scencs sur-
|- vive only by riding the swell of the
.. 1irst ones, which are just splendld.

.| ., Karen Elllott-Upchurch and Jeff
|| \Ubchureh are Ideally palred, as I
.+ |thought back in December of 1974
when she was plain Karen Elllott,
‘They met when she was cast as Sis.
-| e Rita, be as the accused priest,
Jn the players’ production of “The
- |-Runner Stumbles,” an unsatisfying
little drama., .
‘that Is nearly equal to thelr talents.
Songwriters, both neurotlc, uncer-
toln, vulnerable. We see a little of.
°| ourselves in each of them, .

| ~:Karen is a physical “aetress,
thrusting her whole body into each
line, without a hint of overstate-
ment or inappropriateness. We are
sorry when her character’ gains
success, polse, maturity and an aw-
{ul hairdo/wig. But she turns a few
medlocre songs Into real trepsures
with her clear, strong volce and her
expresslveress,

JEFF'S ROLE CALLS for a

: 'This time they found a medium -
Jreelance netwspaper: drama, | -
They play words and musle people,

, of modfled
in theater. He does not go beyond
the bounds of what scems natural
lo!l;lign, howover, S

Performances of “Romantic
Comedy” by Bernard Slade con-

at Will-0-Way Apprentice The-
atre in’ Birmingham. For ticket
information call 6444418, I

Bernard Slade’s "Ronantic Come-
dy” Is a witty, modern love story
that’s a delightful vehlcle for Elleen
Welss’ broad comle style, a'style that
relles as much on body language as
it docs on the clover seript.

sophisticated Vermont schoolteacher
the cel ght ~ Jason

1 an-
ger and love are cunlveycd beautl
fully in his face and volce, His '60s-
:rtylefrnl.wm singing is a specinl

eat™ .

Thelr real troubles start In bed
and, strangely enough, 0 do those
with timing and the play in gener.
al. The second act just lan't as in.
teresting, perhaps because roman-
tle, sexual tension 1s replaced by

real tenslon, Still, the audlence re- |- ’

members the cartler belly Jaughs,

Gay Pitman Zieger used to
bus into New York at 5 a.m,, line
up at the bozx office for 10 a.m.
standing-room-only tickets to
the latest Broadway hits. That
was twhen she was g kid,

Since 1970: she has been. a

-Jitm or book critic, and a college
writing - instructor. She also
writes feature articles as a free-
{ancer and teaches composition

at Wayne State University, (.

though this semester she is on
leave to write a centennial his-
tory of the- Boys Republic in
Farmington,

Because she is moving to
Gaineville, Fla, this will be her
last review for the Observer &
Egccentric, Zieger has been re-

viewing plays for the O&E since | ’
1977, ‘ .

playwri,

- Carmichael, She ‘d like to be more
than wri r
he, but tho timing's Invariably off.
Flrst he's married to someone clse;
later she Is, and It takes them 14 ten-
der, funny years as good Irlends to

tinue through Saturday, May 31,..

She plays Phoebe Craddock; an un-
" who beceraes.the writlng partner of,

ting partaer and so would.

‘Actress cleverly play

The - namic Phosbe Craddoek
sounds liko that of & hokey, zmall-

son’ who bultons her raincoat off-

kliter, fldgots and stands pigeon-toed

, whe: lho's‘enlzba:;‘nued. and lcre‘:n
up her face OW every passing
e_gmmn. Welss' Phubeisﬁduﬂng-

1y inept and unsophisticated but un-"
derneath 1s"a talented, salt-of-the.

earth person who wears well. -

but, her warmth and tinpretentious
. honesty remain with her through the

Jason romantlcally together, .
{

DENNIS
michael holds

playwright who Is both cgotistical

town glrl; and. Weiss plays her thaf *
way " when .she ‘first ahows up at- . |
Jason's New York townhouse, She's '+ :

- an always-a-bridesmaid sort of per- . .

Time tempers her: awkardaess, - directing debut In “Romantic Come.

14 years It takes {o bring Phoebe and : atickler.about details without losing

LALONE 'ss'Jason Car- -
his own as the vain

s

Thureday, May 88 O&LE

s smalltown girl.

ot

Cathie ..

.Breldenbach
ﬁ;dedce to'ba l‘c&Pthbe.’lvunL'nk.(- : lu'ﬁgi: : féumﬁllﬁ ‘who marries
bllcd;ty;le.-»" Tt . Phoebe s T :

. Franclne *Hachem' .makes' hér

dy” and shows promise, with an abil. .
ity {o earich a production by being a

=lght of the overall picture. L
‘THio good supporting cast incliides
Shirley Brewer as Blanche Dailey,

Sally DuBats in {he ‘double tole of -
ambitious wife and seductive actress

-Eight people pulied off this pro- .

. duction. That Includes cast and crew.
- They.did a flne-job of it, which -

proves thit talent. and. dedication
can carry a production despite cons-

- tralnts of time and money, ...
v Cathie Breidenbach' of - West
" Bloomyield

. ater, A former high“school Eng-

has always loved thic-
lish teacher; she works in public

@W‘T i

_at her favorite

Machus

Restaurant

R Juices - Scrambled
andHam -

, Hash

Crepes - Chicken a la King - Comed
> Lyonnake Potatoes - French Toast, Omelettes to order and a vari

‘A DELUXE

BREAKFAST BUFFET

10:30to 3:00 p.m.

*9.95 Adults/Children *5.25

(under 10)

B Help yourseif to all you can eat from an exciting aay of Fresh Fruits and
8Browns accompanied by Sausage, Bacon

f Hash - Chicken Livers
ied

of our P

725$. Huntere Birmingham

astries.

4 DINNER MENU
starting at 3:00p.m. -

Reservations 642-6900

ETOWH)

Dinners Served 12:00Noon-8:00p.m.

Dinner-Menu Includes
Prime Rib Au Jus

" Private rooms forlarge 1§mﬂygameﬁngs
Telegraph andMaple« Bloomfield]{: -

get the timing right, and, John McCormick as. Leo the ‘ freelance writer.

and charming, a man with enough

a4 REAT NEW

 BRUNCHES BLOSSOM
AT 333EAST.. .
- Welcome Spring with a sumptuous Sunday brunch at
333 East, It's the city’s newést, most exciting brunch that's

" guaranteed ; le
"buffet hosts a tasty selection including smoked salmon, -

fresh fruits, breads, delicious desserts and much more.

Only $13.50 for adults and $6.95 for-children under 12,
Sundays blossom into Fun-days at'333 East.
Reservations recommended at (313) 222-7404.

Omni INTERNATIONAL HOTEL
ATMiRENTea Covmer .

rTROCT . .
333 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, MI 48226

to bloom into a pererinial favorite. Our delectable i
roast leg of lamb, waffles made to ofder, omelette station,

Impeccably served amidst the soft sounds of our oivi harpist, .

1520 Omeiton T

telations, "advertising and as'a

“WELCOMES

‘Budweiser

ON EAC

" FREE Entertainment Live at Hart Plaza! U
% Waylon Jennings % George.Jones % Larryrc_gtv!_unilcat_lm,l?rqth_erg e
* fi'a'm}lhy V\J/yné'f.'tef* John:Schnéider % John'Conlee % Janie: Fricke: ¥

Reservations 626-4200 ; Rafi e ise % Kathy MattealMercury % -
2 . =% T..Graham Brown/Capitol % Dwight _YoakamlRep‘rlsg“ Kathy M - )
, * Steve Earle/MCA * Girls Next Doot/MTM' % Sweethiéarts of the Rodeo/Columblia. %
Mackus .CAFETERIA STYLE " Free & Easy ¥ Stillwater # Larry Lee Adkins & Hanging Treg * Derringer L
ADAMS SQUARE DINING T4 .o%-Cadillac’ Cowboys - Clinton River Road % “Open Range % Branded %
; ' ¢ ¥ CUL el T2 Mark Barrétt % Kip Carleton & Chancét, s o T -
; A Open at1'1.90 am. " *Plus: % Main, Street'Cloggers .- Coun si% Sweet City Cloggers  Square Dansers *o
Ry 643 South Adams» Birmingham ' 00a0000000000C00000000000000C 10600000060000000 ot
TS oo |ALSO'BROUGHT TO YOU IN PART BY: . -
K Dinners Served.12Noon-9:00p.mj - . »
Livernois and Walton Blvd. - ) e TR :
2 L Great Oaks Mall» Rochester | ON: 259-9659 *
LN Resewation5652-1177‘ R
g w 4 b o *‘

~ . 3 . C L



