Program puts the mentall

stalf wrlior
UTTING THE mentally re-
of Peter Frey,
Frey is the newly hired
based in Bryant School n Livonia,

ADAPT (Adults Developing Abli-
program to provide job training,
support, skill development and as.
people. 1t Is targeted at people over
age 26 for whom existing daytime
vallable,

ADAPT is a project of the Assocl-
west  Communlties/Business Ven.
tures Corp, an advocate socloty
serve Western' Wayne County com-
munities and western Detrolt,
dent, has plans to have 20 retarded
people placed In jobs this year.
with the clients. There Is no less than
one tralner for four cllents and
one, he said,

“When you consider how many

By Suean Buck
tarded to work is the work
dlrector of the new ADAPT program
tles, a Program of Transitlon) is a
sistance to adult mentally retarded
progx::lms are inappropriate or una.
atlon for Retarded Cltizens/North.
based in Redford. The program wiil
Frey, 31 and a Farmington resi-
ADAPT provides a tralner to work
sometimes the tralner works one on
mentally retarded people there are

— every twa bables out of 100 are
golng to be born mentally retarded
— that's a pretty large statistlc,
What you probably are dolng is hir-
Ing a frlend or a nelghbor,” he sald.

TIE OBSERVER & Eccentric
Newspapers Is the first employer in
the arca to hire a retarded person
working under the ADAPT program.
The Individual, a 43-year-old Red-
ford resident, whom Frey identifies
only as Bill, has been a two-route
newspaper carrfer in Livonla for a
short, but so far, successful time,
Frey accompanles him on hls route,

“It usually takes about three hours
to do the route that we had, but, we
did it tn 23% hours,” Frey sald,

ARC/Business Ventures Corp, has
been In existence for flve years.

Several years ago, the Business
Ventures Corp. opened the Cam-
bridge Club Restaurant in the Cam-
bridge Center, a closed school bulld-
ing In Garden City,

“The problem was that they dldn't
aceept any funding from any outside
agency. They kept it In-house, and
after 2% years of very successful

‘placement and track record they had

to close because of lack of funds,”
Frey said. -

Through the ADAPT program,
Frey hopes to provide employees for

“I'VE LOOKED AROUND,AND I'M
CONFIDENT THAT.LIBERTY
GIVES ME THE BEST PROTECTION
" FORTHE RIGHT PRICE”

AMERICA BELIEVES IN
LIBERTY MUTUAL INSURANCE.

LIBERTY }
MUTUAL ¥

Liberty Mutual Insurance Company
Birmingham, MI 48010

Jim West and daughter Allisan
Auto, Home and Life Pulicyholder.
"Choosing the nght
INSUrance company wasn't
easy. | compared, and found
that Liberty Mutual offers the
best protection at the right
price for my auto. home and
lite insurance. And because
Liberty Mutuat is localted
nearby, I'm sure to gel the
indwidual attenuion I need.
Try Iinding that somewhere
else. Call and compare.
You'll see why | believe in
iberty”

30400 K. Telegraph Road
645-2700
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Quality maker dusters
comparable in quality

Shon, summoer lounging coals with
snap fronts, Prints and stipes with
fashlon fims In easy care cotton/
polyester. Sizes 8 to 20. First quolily.

businesses, some of which have high
employee turnover. He sald these
high-turnover situations could be
stablllzed with mentally retarded
people, who for the most part are
noted for their Job loyalty, responsl-
bLility and perseverance, and are
looking for self-sufficlency.

“WE FOLLOW the dictates of Dy,
Lou Brown of the Unlversity of Wis-
consi, who has placed severe and
profoundly mentally retarded people
in such things as restaurants, hospi.
tals, nursing care centers, doing var-
lous things — entry-level or simple,
repetitive-type jobs, which often
have high turnover,

“‘Most of our clientele and most of
the mentally retarded fall into what
we call the mildly retarded range,
They're not that much different than
you or I Many of our tralnees are
coming straight out of

ter than most

ployer {or years,”

ADAPT can give an incentive to
the employer In the form of deviated
wages If the clent doesn't qulte mea-
sure up to regular productlvity lev-
els. It the tralnee can do only half
the work that is expected, ADAPT
‘can pay a pro-rated wage. Many of
the jobs are minimum-wage posi-
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y retarded to work

“We wlll supply the employee with
a tralner for as long as it takes the
tralnee to learn the job. Our goal Is
to match the mentaliy retarded Indi-
vidual to the job. They do work bet-
people, because once
they're tralned in the task,
on that task. Their productivity be-
comes higher because they don't get
burned out and lose interest in the
task. And they stay on with that em-

five years as a rctall worker for
Stride Rite Corp,

“I woke up one morning at the ehd
of my retall career and realized that
I'was no longer happy making mon-
ey for other people, and 1 really
didn’t care about the monelary
rewards I was getting. I went to my
wife and sald ‘Dear, I'm quitting,
and I'm going back to school’ She
supported me during that time.”

He began working part time as a
direct-care worker for a group home
In Farmington in 1981,

“I knew I wanted to do something
different after retall, and the group
home was right around the corner so
I was able to walk to work, 1 gucess.
you could say, I just got hooked.

“The biggest myth golng around

today Is that the mentally re
nity. All they really need Is

Frey later went to work fo
they atay

this year,

422-8130, .

tlons, but some will progress to high-

er pay levels, he sald.

The development of wol
for | d 1

training and already have the skills
needed for the job. The only thing
they really need us for I8 to provide
a trainer at that partlcular site until
lh:y become comfortable with that
job.

MOTHER’S DAY

rk crews
services,

-

tarded

can't be assimtlated Into the commu-

Just a°

little extra help to get started.” .

r New

Horlzons, a rehabllitation facillty in

Oakland County. He graduated ’cum

laude from Mercy College in Detroit

in 1985, with a bachelor's degree In

polltleal selence/public adminfatra-
on.

His wife, Karen, does data pro-
cessing for the Detroit Sympheny,
Both love to bleycle and will ba re-
Joining the American Youth Hostels

W
For further informatlon about the
ADAPT program, call Peter Frey at

g, ‘catering

malntenance, is another goal of

ADAPT program,

BEFORE HIS involvement with
the mentally retarded, Frey spent

auto
the
30 Years
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