Area sprinter eyes Big 10 10

By C.J, Risak
staff wrlter

I( thcrc isa slnglc nbluty Vivien

bcr !rom the rest of us lt‘: determi.
nation — and then some,

From the time she was a sopho-
more in high school, McKenzle kncw
what she wanted and what she'd
have to do to achieve it. What makes
her more unique Is that she has seen
her goals reach frultlon,

McKenzie has traveled a clrcul-
tous route to reach her present posi.
tion, which Is loity indecd. Currently
a senior at Unlversity of Iowa, she [s
the reigning Big Ten wo-mc(er
track champlon.

Not just for last year, though.
McKenzle is on the brink of dolng
what no other sprinter has ever done
In the conference. When she takes to
the track at the Unlversity of Wis-

Falcons
advance

The state soccer tournament has (@

begun and two Observerland teams

have advanced from pre-district 8

qualifying rounds,

Farmington knocked off South-
lield-Lathrup In a qualitier Tuesday,
5.1, Stacy Schalm scored three goals

for the Falcons and Laurle Dingle

two. Leslle Martin had two assists,
The Falcons (6-6) will play Dear-
born Fordson In the pre-district. No
game date has been set.
Livonia Stevenson, Ne. 2-ranked
both statewlde and in Qbserverland,

zlppcd Ann Arbor Ploncer Monday, oS

“It was us, Ann Arbor Pioncer and
the wind out there,” sald Spartan

coach Noteen Dlvens. “The wind was [

really bad, and It was throwlng the §
ball all over,”
Stevenson managed to outshoot

Ploneer, 31-2. Elaine Zager recorded [N

her nlnth shutout.
Lori Green scared four of the Stes
venson goals and Marcla Allan had
the other.
Stevenson will play North Farm-
Engton in the next round.

OTHER MATCHES

MERCY 2, FOLEY 1: Farmington [H

Hills Mercy got goals from Marga-

ret DeMattia and Stacy Nolta Tues- B
day to nlp Cathollc League rival

Madison Helghts Bishop Foley.
DeMattia’s gonl was

consin May 23-24, she’ll be gunning
for her fourth .r!mmm title.

IT'S A GOAL she’s — here’s that
word again — determlined to reach,

“Pcoph: are trylng to get in my
way," MeKenzle sald, “but they're
still going to have to bent me.”

Winning four consecutive league
titles was not on McKenzie's mind
when she declded to attend Towa. “1
never realized I was establishlng a
precedent here,” she sald,

That dida't enter her mind untll
after she won the 100-meter crown
as a sophomare, “Last year (as a fun-
lor), Ireally wanted it," she sald,

She got her third utralgm In spite
of an Injury that caused her to miss
(ke start of the season. McKenzic re-
bounded to run a school-record 11.45
In the league pretiminarics,

McKenzie came to Towa from
West Bloomficld. And Detroit Mum-
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college sporis .

ford. And Detroit Chadscy, She al-

tended all three high schools, estab-

lishing herself in track as a fresh.

;rlmlg and sophomore at West Bloom-
eld.

BUT THE STRENGTH of the
Laker team graduated after McKen-
zle's sophomore season. She decided
to go with it; she transferred to
Mumford.

“I wasn' 't getting the competition I
needed,” she explained. “The anly
time I was challenged was at the
state meet.

McKenzie was running with the
Motor City Striders, too. So when she
switched schools she knew others on
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“By my junior year, I thought I
needed to get people to notice me,”
she sald. “I really wanted to get a
scholanhlp and go to collegu and
compete,"

Which explains why McKenzle
transferred agaln, after her junlor
year, to Chadsey. More competition.

McKenzle's determination to get
notlced paid off in several scholar-
ship offers. Michigan and Michigan
State both recrulted her heavily, but
Mcxenzle wanted to leave the state,

“I knew everyone on the track teams
there,” she sald. “I just felt I nceded
a change.”
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MIKE STRONG had recruited ber
for the University of New Mexico,
but McKenzle thought that “was too
for away.” She couldn't decide untfl
Strong called back, this time as an
assistant coach at Towa,

McKenzie has never regretted her
cholce of schools, and Jowa hasn't re-

gretted her declalon, efther,

Repeating as champlon Is never
casy, The 100 might be more diffl-
cult. College-level talent is extreme-
ly close to begln with. In a race that
lasts less than a dozen seconds, any
mistake, however small, can spell
:[h? difference between vlclury and

eleal

White McKenzie's raw: ability has .

carried her to the title, it's ber tun.
ncl-visloned determination that has
kept her on top,

"My concentration Is very, very
Intense at that point,” she safd of the
start of the 100, “I never even think

O-meter titie

about my start. I concentrate on the
last 20 meters of the race because .
that's where I tend to slack off. -
That's what happened last weekend.

I relaxed and Davera (Taylor, a .
teammate) went right by me.”

McKENZIE LOST to Taylor Sat- -
urday at the Jowa State-hosted
Veishea Relays. Taylor, who McKen- .
e sald she “considers to be my big- -
gest challenge,” was hand-timed at
11,2, MeKenzle's clocking was 11,3, L.

"Iy sec someone close to me (ina
race), I try to remain loose and -
calm,” McKenzle sald, “I want to
keep my erlde, and I don't want to ,
tense up.”

So far, McKenzle's concentratlon :
has been excellent. She atill has a se-
mester of school remaining — she'll
help conch the track team next fall
~- and plans to keep running.
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and tied the game 1-1 in the first
hall, Nolta scored the game-winner
with 12 minutes left off a comer
klek from Maribeth Knight.

Mercy (6-1-2) outshot Foley, 41-10,

CANTON 10, HARRISON 1:
Plymouth Canton (8-4-1 overall, 4-4-
1 in the Western Lakes) kept Farm-
ington Harrison winless Monday,

Shannon Meath and Beth Frigge
scored two goals each, Candl Jones
had a goal and three assists while
Jenny Steinhebel scored once and

had four assists, Trish Greenhalge, |

Lorl Stockleln, Michetle Lonigro and
Renee Rice also scored.

sion to Walled Lake Western last

Friday. Jennifer Hughes, Janinc |

Whittemore and Julie Reeker all
scored for Harrison.

FRANKLIN 5, GARDEN CITY 0:
Flve dlfferent
strikers scored and pair of Patrlots
shared the shutout Tuesday,

Angle Stiegmeler, Heather Colvin,
Deanne Brda, Kathy Kulick and An-
drea Horn each scored for Franklin
(6-5-2).
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Kim Owlngs n;ald‘ Col\;lln played 10° 14°
goal and stopped all four shots. 3T 5.79 3 59
On Monday, the Pats lost a 2-0 . .
Wester Likcs mateh toNortoite. [l WHISKEY [226 4.39 [ 5.69 7.69
2x8 £.69 | 7.99 9.95
SALEM 3, FARMINGTON 0: Mis- .
sy Smith, Julle Tortora and Jill Es- BARREL S 2x10 7.89 9.85 13.55
ey ench seared for Plymouth Salem B Oak half barrels. [2x12 70.25 |12.95 16.95
o
E!Ichchnnckcl made six saves to [ 4x4 599 7.19 *
post the shutout. .

Farmington was playing without

the services of leading scorer Laurie |

Dingle.
Salcm i5 8-2-1 on the season.
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