Studies and Forward Steps

Community involvemnent have been key words during
the year-just past. It has been a period of exhaustive study
in several -directions with parents and students joining
teachers and administrators in the search for new ap-
proaches to the educational experience. :

- A citizens' advisory committee addressing itseif to the
broad topic of-family life education sought-ways to deal
with three main sub-topics: substance abuse, human sex-

and minority erstanding. - .

scheduling load. Maintenance of a high quatity educational
experience demanded a full exploration of existing mettiods
and their alternatives. e

Several exploratory committeé sessions produced the
agreement that the present curriculum has room for im-
povement though members_were not sure what changes

Should be initisted. It was also agreed that presently o — Certified-Employees -- 850

organized systematic’ procedure exists-in the district for
evaluating and implementing changes in educational pro-
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uality, -

mgimt_w_receivmlsoam_a?gmvai _was_the_substance.
abuse program which dealt with the problems of alcohol,
tobacco, and drugs. The. task group's report recommended
appointment of a substance abuse co-ordinator, in-service
training workshops for school personnel, and ‘an opportun-
Lt'i/ for parents to receive information through the aduit

ucation department. ’

According to its objectives,.secondary schools shall
provide a minimal student program of two seminars per
year in grades nine through 12 dealing with the subject of
substance abuse. . .

Basie principles retating to human sexuality were set
forth. by the task group dealing with that subject. They
suggested that parental and community awareness are ob-
ligatory and are essential to any program to be introduced
into the public school educational system:

_The well-prepared, well-trained and properly-moti-
vated teacher is considered the core and central figure in
any program involving human sexuality. Adequate train-
ing must occur, both generally and specifically for the.
teachers at all levels, In-service training on a continuing
basis shall be provided. ot .

Re-examination and reappraisal of this program on a
continuing and on-going basis is mandatory and exgecled.
This obligation and responsibility is to be shar y par-
ents, school, and community. . :

Specific program content, materials, teaching aids
used and concepts developed at any age level must reflect

ject at their level. . . .

- Permission to be excused from particular subject
areas may be granted. O

Rights of parents in this sensitive area were affirmed
including their right and obligation to teach their children
the facts of life and, more especially, the meaning and sig-
nificance of these facts; their right to receive assistance
from the larger community in the education of their child-
ren in human sexuality; right of parents’ access to books,
group discussions, and other educational experiences de-
signed to help them carry out their reles as the primary
sex educators of their children; their right to be informed
about thie curriculum, concepts, and teaching materials
used in the sex education of their children; and their right
to withdraw their children from participation in sex in-
struction without incurring prejudice if after careful per-
sonal study they find their own personal values are being
subverted.

posed_methods_for_implementing_the guidelines

Bhallly e .

. In most cases, curriculum changes have taken place
. -as a result of teacher request, administrative suggestion,

or a committee appointed to work in a specific area.

It was heartily agreed that the projected study shou[d‘

- be conducted by those within the district who are most af-
fected by the junior high progran. - ‘students, parents,
‘teachers, and administrators. It was further agreed that
the entire approach should take into account available re-
search knowledge related to the growth pattern of the ado-
. lescent, learning theory, phitosophy, and psychology.
the detailed surveys made throughout last year and de-
velop recommendations for &riorlty l_srogram development.
These will be presented to the Board of Education for con-
sideration members of their curriculum committee first
having had an opportunity to attend as observers the final

During the coming weeks; the-committee will analyze’
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_the.ability.of the.students_to.grasp_and understand_the sub-_____

. meetings of the co-ordinating commiittee.

‘What this all adds up to is that never before have so

many segments of the school community been so

a portion of West Bloomfield

involved in the decision-making process.
Curriculum Changes

Win Student Applause

English, social studies, and biological science
have won approval from both students and fac-
ulty. To quote an editorial from *Blue and White,’
the Farmington ‘High School ‘newspaper, ‘‘Some
actions of the Board of Education have made
?chool more enjoyable than it has ever been be-

ore."” .
Fuller explanation revealed that increasingly
specialized courses made it possible for the stu-
dent to concentrate on his areas of interest rather
than attempt to absorb “a million years of history
in one term" for instance. ' .

Social studies programs saw a drop of sec-
tions on international relations and economics.
Courses on specific continents were not as popular
as those on ancient, medieval,-and modern Euro-
pean history. .

* Vocational education moved ahead into excit-

~drawn up by the committee are still to be presented to’ the —ing-new-arcas-made-possible-by-expanded-facili—|

Board of Education. oo
Minority understanding was considered as it related to

ministrative staff, via the foreign exchange program, and
in related school activities such as assemblies

Other aspects of minority understanding were consid-
‘ered in relation to curriculum planning and development,
the classroom teacher, personnel recruitment, and involve-
ment ot the parent community. e

Another comprehensive study invelving all segments
of the ‘community “was that 'of the educational program for
junior high schools.

A co-ordinating committee augmented by representa-
lives from cach junior high conducted a very thorough and
detailed analysis of educational experiences as they now
exist_and_praceeded_to_develop_guidelines and objectives
avhich could add relevance to future curriculum,

Springhoard for the first such all-encompassing evalu-
ation of junior high programs was an effort by the FEA to
work tgward development of a five-cluss-per-teacher

FORE

—stiident attitudes, their-exposure-to-minorities-on-the ad-—

andrhms'mtv_ét.;ationul education areas added a valuable new

-ties in the high school additions. Industrial arts
students, for example, 'built fiberglass canoes,
dune buggies, and aquaplanes. Dramatics and
graphic arts won spectacularpopularity:

Participation by community experts in.the

dimension to the department as retailers. industri-
“alists. and other specialists lent their experience
*and wisdom to existing programs.

For the coming year, a seminar in problem

.—solving. .has.been- added-<to. the- mathematics- de~ |

artment as has a course in trigonometry and top-
ics in advanced algebra. Psychology has been in-
troduced on an experimental basis | cause of an
c)l(prcssecl interest on the part of students and fac-
ulty.

——Music»(heor}-fnradvanced -students-has-been-

made available_and the year to come will consli-
tute a proving ground [or these challenging selec-
- tions. '

Jim Lough, ninth grader at 0. E. Duncke! Junior High, expresses some student opinions at
. _o__ a_committee_meeting_devoted to evaluation of current educational procedures in the dis- __

trict’s junior high schools. Seated with him are

intern at Gill: John Pyne. O. E.. Dunckel cougselor: and Mrs..Lynne Hudson. ‘counsalq_r- at -

{from left) Jerry Morawski, administrative

After a ls.lear (;f l!‘i;ll. 'cha.nges in high As'chnlél' .

actively Township.
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- Superintendent

v . Any panoramic view includes a wide composite of many
things. Such a view of past, Jar_esent and future'of the Farmington
Public School District would reveal a number of interesting facts
and situations. Let’s take a lock at a few of them. :
Rate of growth within the school district has declined £som a
high of 1000 studerts per year to approximately 150 students as
we enter the 1970-71 schoo! year. There are still many tracts of
_land available_for residential development, and a sudden turn in
the economy could bring a new upward thrust fo schdol enroll= §—
ment. - . : ' -
Even the modest increase of 150 students is the equivalent

turn to an annoual requirenientof 25or 30,7~~~ s

In the past three years, there has been an increase of ap-
proximately 1200 students. To accommodate these, sonte hacklog
before 1967, and anticipated needs for the immediate future, the .
following facilities have been constructed: Forest Elementary
(1967), Power Junior High (1968), additions at Farmington Iligh,
North Farmington High._and William Grace Elementary. (all .

“occupied in"1969), Harrison High and Wood Creek Elementary
(1970). . - :

Future needs may vary-aecording to development in the
community, but the present students and pre-school age children
can be counted even now. Attention of staff personnel and mem-
bers of the :Board of Education will be focused on their needs..

.77 Significafit changes have taken place in corriculum develop- |~
ment. Such changes have been implemented for the sole purpose
of improving instruction and making courses more meaningful to
students. Attention has been given to English, social studies. sci-
ence, and vocational education in the secondary schools. Im-
provement in services and additional personnel have been prov-
ided in reading instruction and library services in the elemen-
tary schools. - . i

Resident students from Our Lady of Sorrows High School
have been served on a shared time basis at Farmington High
School, and at the same time, students from North and Farming-
ton High have been served at Oakland Community College in

| of five to six additional classrooms. The need could quzcklﬁyrre-"

_| _special instructional areas. :

_ 1969-70 has brought about an Increase in community involve-
ment in school alfairs. The splendid work of the Family Life
Education Committee and the Vocational Advisors have been’
excellent examples of cooperative efforts. *

What does the future hold? Many things quite unseen at the
present time, but here are a few of the *'knowns:"” More school-
reoms and buildings will obviously be needed. The curriculum
will be constantly evaluated and changes will be implemented te
improve and strengthen. Community participation will continue |

- or even increase both in terms of evaluation axld,vsug%eestcd:.
‘changes or new programs. The valuable by-product is better
“pnderstanding for the community and an improved schodl’dis-
trict. . - N
Finance is the big problem. Continued effort must be di-
rected to-the shift of educational finance away from local prop--
. erty-taxes to a more equitable distribution.-The cost of education
will continueé to rise as the general economy moves. Citizens will
have to decide on the quality of education in terms of its import-
-ancerand-its cost to-society: - e T e e e T
7. Farmington Public Schoel District will remain in business
~gnd will'endeavor to serve the community ‘effectiyely. wun §
13 . Lo Leoew o9 Roderlek J. Smithi §
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