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“‘We Built Country;
Now Want Returns’

By LEONARD POGER

i

American_ political history
during the 20th century can be
easily- separated into elvil -
rights movements for various
segments of the nation’s popu-
lation.

Early in the century, there
were pushes for more rights
and privileges for unions,
women, Negroes, consumers,
youngsters through new fed-
eral education programs, and -
- finally - senior citizens.

The elder residents of Amer-
iea first received some atten- |
tion - in the form of money ~
in the middle of the Depression
when the nation's first socia ;
security program was enacted. |

Not much else was done un-
til the mid-1960s when medi-
care legislation was adopted to
help pay most of doctar and
hospital bills for senior citi-
zens,

Although many thought that
was the end of the great push
for older Americans’ benefits
from the government, the sen-
ior citizens themselves feel
that more can and should be
done ~ mostly in- the drea of
expanded medical benefits to
match rising costs.
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‘THIS WAS MADE clear last .

week at one of a series/of for-

ums held across Michigan. The
forums are scheduled lo lead
up to a state conference nn;
problems for the aged. The
state conference, to be held
next May, will precede a
White House conference on the
aged to be held in Noyember,
971 i

]

&

‘The forums’ aim was; to gain
information and comments on "
the background and most
pressing problems facing sen-
for citizens. i

i

Hopefully, senior citizens

WILLIAM PATTERSON
Administrative Manager

MRS, HELEN GROSS'

badge tells thestory. She

works at the senior citizens’ Twin Towers home in Inks:

ter. {Observer photo)

are looking for new legislation

to meet their needs following

the White House conference.
e ow .

AT THE WESTERN Wayne
County forum held in Inkster’s

Twin Towers, a 10-story hous-
ing development for senior cit-
izens, an estimated 150 persons

rowded into the towers’ activ-

JAMES S. SCHOENING
Senior Asst. Manager

Park Authority
Tax V ote Eyed

‘The proposal to increase the
revenueof the Huron-Clinto
Metropolitan Authorit;
through an, increase in the
property tax millage so tha
the authority can.become re:
sponsible for the
and future

and is presently acquiring and
developing two future sites.
‘The HCMA parks include
Metropolitan Beach near Mt.
Clemens (550 acres); Stony

-Creek Métropolitan Park near

Belle Isle Park will ol
the ballot in the Nov,
tion. .

This was announced b;
David 0. Laidlaw, director of
the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan
Authority a regional park
agency serving the counties of
Livingston, Macomb, Oakland,
Washtenaw and Wayn

‘The residents of the city of
Detroit gave permission for
the authority to leasé Belle
Isle Park in the primary of

- - Aug. 4, by by a'55 per cent of
the total vote. Ve

Laidlaw pointed out that the
next step-is for the Legislature
to amend the authority’s "'En-
abling Act”" permitting an ad-
ditional ¥ mill and call for a
referendum within the five
counties comprising the HCMA
metropolitan park di‘smct.
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HE STATED.that this vote
probably would not occur until
the next general election.
Laldlaw, stated that the pro-
posal to increase the tax reve-

|
ities room to voice their con-
cerns about a variety of prob--
fems -- particularly rising

medical and hospital costs. |
In addition, the seniors ex-
pressed concern about govern-
mental red tape which often
prevents persons from getting
heip from programs specifi-

cally designed to help them..

RICHARD M. PRESS _
Office Manager

NBD Shifts

. \
Farmington

Personnel |
Two Observerland men ‘are
among a three-member man-
agement personnel realign-
ment in Farmington by Na-
tional Bank of Detroit. :

William H. Patterson;;of
30045 Pipers Lane, Farming-
ton,  has been promoted | to

ini ive manager for

Utica (3,500  acres);

of itan Park
be on  southwest of Pontiac (115
3 elec;  acres); Kensi Metropoli-

tan Park near Milford (4,300
acres); Delhi (45 acres), Dex-
ter-Huron (115 acres) and
Hudson' Mills Metropolitan
Park (700 acres), each located
northwest -of Ann Arbor;
Lower Huron Metropolitan
Park near Belleville (1,000
acres); and Willow Metropoli-
tan Park between New Hudson
and Flat Rock (1,500 acres).
Willow Park only offers lim-
ited use sincc capansion of its
facilities will continue in 1971~
72. °

the Farmington area group.i

His post at the Farmington
office has .been filled by Ri-
chard M. Press, of Wayne,
formerly manager of the
Grand River-Lakeway offi ice:.

James 8. Schoening, of 2355
Beatrice, Livonia, senior assist-
ant manager at the Farming-
ton office, has been reassigned
to the Grand River-Lakeway
office as senior assistant man-
ager in charge,_’replac;ng .
Press. T

Rev. Frederick Williams,
Episcopal minister from Inks-
ter, moderated the forum and
asked what the seniors present
considered their most pressing
problems.

A show of hands made it
obvious that virtually all felt
that medical and drug costs, in
addition to the need for expan-
slon of social security benefits,
were the most serious prob-
lems. |

Surprisingly, only a few
persons present felt that the
need for additional income
from part-time jobs and hous-
ing were serious problems.

Food and nutrition problems
were also indicated as a press-
ing problem by a small major-
ity of those at the forum for
suburban seniors:

Although most of those pre-
sent were from the Twin Tow-
ers, the Westland Happy Hour
Club sent five members and
will distribute questionnaires
to the remaining 107 club
members. The organization- is
sponsered by the Westland
Parks and Recreatiori Depart-
ment.

IN A ROUND-ROBIN sequ-
ence of complaints aired by
senior citizens at the forum,
the need for increased social
security benefits, simplified
procedures and less govern-
mental red tape for medicare-
medicade programs, and re-
lated financial problems wére
listed most often.

“‘We want a better chance to
live on earth,” one seiiior said.
“We're not going to the moon.
We want to make a better life
for us.’ We built' the country,
and we want more now in re-
turn for that.”

- His comments were echoed
earlier in the program by the
Rev. Williams, who said that
the top question leading to the
state and national conferences

- for the aging is the quality of

life an older American can live
in the United States.

He pointed out that 10% of
the nation’s population, or 20
million persons, are €5 years
old or older. And there are
another 42 million persons who
are between 45 and 65 years
and are looking toward retire-
meat in the future.

“We want a better society
and a better America,”. said
the 30-year-old Inkster clergy-
man.

FOLLOWING ARE some of
the points mentioned most fre-
quently by residents at the
forum:

® Because of a doctors’
shortage, the government
should support those students
who want to become doctors.

® Medicare, a federal pro-,

gram which pays most of med-
ical and hospital costs for sen-
iors, should be expanded to
cover all of the costs said a
woman who-reported her drug
bills alone were $25 a month.

« Expansion of the medicare
program to include costs " of
foot care, dentists, and eye-
glasses.

© Simplified medicare pro-
cedures were urged by a
widow who can’t collect her
tate hushand’s social security
benefits but isn’t old enough to
collect her own benefits.

o Simplified procedures at
food stamp centers.

e Expansion of the medicare
program to pay full costs of
nursing home care, “‘which can
eat up your savings in no

time,” said one_gvay-haired -

man,

o Provision® of a cost-of-liv-
ing escalator clause in the pre-
sent social security program.

e Special exemptions for
assessments for local public
improvements and local prop-
erty taxes.

Hurry—~Register Now!

PP&K DAY IS

0CT 3, 1970
Boys hetween 8 and 13

R LR 1
NEW."MAN-MADE LAKE — Qakland County's
newest lake is this oxidation lagoon near Ford Motor
Co.'s Wixom Assembly Plant..It covers 16 acres and
was created as the third stage in the plant’s waste-wa-
ter-treatment system. [t's designéd to further purify

Rah Squad Selected

~Junior high cheerleaders berg and Jean Socolavitc‘h.
have been selected .at Clar- Alternates are Kim Couch and

enceville. Eighth grade leaders  Lori LaRowe.
a re Alison Dommer, Cindy Sponsor is Miss Sandra
Fisher, Arlene Schriebman, Kawecki,

Linda g, Kathy Mills .
and Bonnie Lewkowitz.

On the seventh grade squad
are: Tracy Bowles, Debble
Cappola, Jeanine Haddad,
Carol Harris, Marta Scharren-

A Free Press

The press must be free; it
has always been so and much
evil has been corrected by it.
1f government finds itself an-
noyed by it, let it examine its -
own conduct and it will find
the causé. — Thomas Erskine. "

our pladge:
LOWER

PRICES

REDFORD CASHWAY

LUMBER COMPANY i
11970 Farmington Road

261-5110

treated waste wats

tains 17.5 million

er {sewage) through natural bio{ogical

processes. It's Ford’s first such lake in the U.S. It con- .
gallons of water and covers an area
the size of 14.5 football fields. Note the 1-96 freeway at

back, upper right.

We're Specialists in

ASPHALT

COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL

Parking Lots,
Driveways,
Sidewalks, etc.

FOR ESTIMA
BLACK

! /’/
. CALL 476-02751 .

STONE PAVING €O,
22195 GILLROAD

&

73 CANPLACE AN
OBSERVER WANT-AD
ANY SATURDAY

come in and register with your

* mom, o dad, of guardian. Get
your free PP&K Tips Book with
pointers from the pros, complete

nues of the authority is neces-
sary not only for the manage-
ment and future development
of Belle Isle, but also to de-
velop several other new re-
gional parks which are needed
throughout the five-county dis-
trict. The authority’s long-
range program for new devel-
opments will be presented to
the people of the district prior
to a millage referendum.

i BETWEEN 9 a.m. and Noon

422-0900

competition details. You can
win one of the 18 trophies in our
local compatition . . . Punt,

Pass & Kick your way fo the Finels
and the NFL All-Star Game!

SIGN UP TODAY FOR PP&K IN OUR SHOWROOM
Reglatration Ends Sepr. 29,1970

NORTH BROS, FORD
33300 FORDROAD ©  WESTLAND ¢

The authority has used its
presént % mill revenues “to
develop a system of nine re-
gional parks covering 11,8%
acres in the five-county area

421-1300




