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{the movies

a counting for taste

D. Gustibus

Good, bad and medlocre movies
are always available but It 15 sel-
dom that movies as good as “Short
‘| Circuit™ (PG} and as mediocre as
“Flre with Fire” (PG-13) appear.

The terminal medlocrity with
whlch “Fire with Flre” Is afflicted
muy be overshadowed by some at-
tractive phiotographle composition,
the ever-popular defeat of authorl-
ty and the characterlzatlon of
adults as ranging from foolish to
downright mean,

1t the rude young preview audl-
ence that made my screening of
“Fire with Fire" more unplcasant
than nccessary is any indicatlon,
the young crowd will squander its
megabucks on this nanesense,

Joe Fiske {Cralg Sheffer) is an
inmate at a boys' honor detentlon
camp. While running through the
forest as the object of a sadistic
chase-game operated by Honor
Camp Bess (Jon Palito), Fiske sees
Lisa Taylor (Virglnia Madsen)
floating In a pond Imitating an Im-
presslorist painting. With a cable
release she is taking her own: plc-

ture,

LISA IS A TOP student at the lo-
cal, exclusive Catholle girls school,
{Honest, this Is really In the fllm. I
dld not make it up.)

If all that docsn't strike a death-
blow to your credulity, Lisa sces
Joe looking at, her for an Instant
and they fall madly in love. Lisa
manipulates events so that the Sls-
ters invite the Honer Detention
Camp boys to the school gym for a
dance, after which Joe and Lisa get
It on pretty heavlly, winding up
with a big evening of love tn a
mausoleum at the local cemetary,

I'm not qulte sure what Dr.
Freud would say, but Dr, Dan sez
“Fire with Fire" is ridlculous and
mediocre beyond compare,

. “Short Circuit,” on the other
- hand, is long on laughs, warmth
-| and humanism and actuaily has all
7| its cireuits In top order.

/4 Greenberg

|Take your pick of

Stave Quttenberg as Dr. Newton Crosby and Ally Sheedy as
Stephanie Speck get involved with each other in “Short Cir-

alive, “

fetched “Fire with Fire,” “Short
Cireult” Is so well done that it Is
extremely credible.

Nova Roboties has developed an

" cuit” The flim's other main character Is a robot who comes

blers will be left at the gate be-
cause the film Is so entertalning,
you'll be havlng too much fun to

. worry about such detalls or the

amazlng new robot pon. Nova's
only marginally slimy president,
Howard Marner (Austln Pendle-
ton), Is demonstrating five of these
machines with his  Ingratlating
smile to an audience of generals,
senators and assorted aldes, .

A THUNDERSTORM Interrupts
the demonstration and a heavy
electrical charge strikes one of the
robots, Number Five, upsetting his
cireuits and giving him (he abtlity
to reason independently. “Number
Fiveis alive.”

Naow, probably some will qulbble
with that bullt 11"0m ‘,'"}“B!' as dra-

It s Ironie that while its plot Is
even more urlikely than the far-

y P! avd re-
flective of a particular viewpoint
about the orlgin of life, Those qulb-

but unlikely

After the storm, Number Five
escapes, having developed an in-
quiring mind. Number Five wants
to sce the world and get Input. The
satiric potentlal Is well-reallzed as
Number Five winds up hlding In a
snack shop on wheels run by

Stephanie Speck (Ally Sheedy). At °

her home he reads the encyclo-
pedia, a dictlonary and watches
television endlessly.

‘Thereafter, in all regards, Num-
ber Five has something to say.
Whether It's a quote from an oid
movie or a line from a current
commeretal, Number Five has just
the right, pointed comment to meet
every sltuation.

good, bad

And the siteations do arise, with
the industrial-military complex
comlng in for its share of neat
barbs as Nava Robotles tries to,
flrst, recover and later In anger
and frustratlon, destroy, Number

Flye.
NOVA PRESIDENT Marner

battles with Number Flve's “cre-’

ator,” computer-whiz Dr, Newton
Crosby (Steve Guttenberg), who is
first skeptical but later convinced
that “Number Five Is . allve
Marner also has to contend with his
Sccurity Chief, Skroeder (G.W. Bai-
Icy), a gung-ho militarist who be-
lleves the only way to resolve con:
flict Is by destroylng the source of
contention.

Dr. Crosby scts out after Num-
ber Flve with the ald of his labora-
tory colleague and frlend, Ben Ja-
bituya (Fisher Stevens), a very fun-
ny amalgam of Mahatmas Ghandi,
Woody Allen and Peter Sellers’ In-
spector Clouseau, Stevens turns in
a very comic performance as a
sex-starved Indian sclentist from

Mexican

eatery

isn’t noteworthy

Your traveling taster vislts arca
eaterles and rates them on a 100
polnt scale. Up to 30 points are
awarded for ambilance, which in-
cludes gencral atmosphere and ser-
vice; 55 polnts for food, and 15 polnts
for prlce/value rating. A total count
of 59 polnts or less Indicate a restau-
rant s not ‘recommended; €0.74

_polnts slgnify from passing to good;

75-89 points designate very good
with some cxtraordinary features,
and 80-100 points show that a very
special dining . experlence awalts
you.

OLD MEXICO restaurant, 28407

" Five Mile, Livonla (421-9881), hos a

small, rustie dinlng area with a take-
out counter. The decor is not exeite
Ing. Both the staff and the patrons

* are very casvally dressed. Unfor-.

tunately, our vinyl tablecloth was
not really clean, and one of the ap-
petizer serving plates came to the
table dirty, The menu does a nice job
of cxplalning the dishes and thelr

although hls.
orlginally were from Plttsburgh.
Somewhat predictably, as
Stephanie Speck secks to protect
Number Flve, she and Dr. Crosby
hbecome romantleally involved. But

that's all right because they, and.

everyone else in the cast, perform
so well In a fine scenario by S.S.
Wiison and Brent Maddock.'

Even Number Five, a robot de-
slgned, englneered and realized by
Syd Mead and Erle Allard, gives a
warm and very human perform-
ance, with volee by Tim Blaney,
Number Flve Is allive, in a sense,
with very human movements of his
machine parts, particularly the
lenses that represent his eyes, He
also exhiblts human interests and
tendencles, so naturally we are

golng to believe be Is alive and one .

of us.

Number Five Is alive, and llfe is
no malfunction. A nlee message in
a very pleasant, entertalning and,
these days you should excuse the
expression, wholesome flim, .
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:upcoming

:things to do .

© BEARRALLY

+ Detroit Zoologleal Park's fourth
annual Teddy Bear Rally will be Sat-
beday, May 17, in Royn) Oak. Admls-
slon is free for children 512 who
bring a teddy bear and are aceompa-
bied by an adult. Starting at 2 p.m.
teddy bear contests will be held,
with prizes and ribbons awarded,
Bear lovers wilt be able to observe a
live polar bear feeding at 2:30 p.m.
‘The zoo [5 open dally from 10 a.m. to
Spm.

9 COUNTRY WINNERS

- Detrolt-area band Hot Grass won
Ihe recent Marlboro Country Music
Talent Roundup Finals at the High
Kicker Satoon In Pontiac. First prize
.was $5,000, Second-place winner was
Branded ($1,000) and third place
nt to Kickin' Country ($500).

-@ PRINCE STREET

“+"'Prince Street Players will present
‘the muslcal “A” Pocketful of
Rhymes™ for Detrolt Youtheatre's
season finale. Performances of the
muslcat will be at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
May 14; at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Satur-
days, May 17 and 24, and 2 p.m. Sun-
‘day, May 18, at the Detrolt Institute
bt Arts auditerium. Tickets are $5
for the Wednesday evening Friends
‘of Detroit Youtheatre benefit, $3.50
-each for the Saturday or Sunday
-playdates, For more information,
.call 832-0730 during regular busi-
“fess hours.
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- Dinner. took us about 45

10 points maximum, Points
awarded — 7. v .
Althought the sauce was hot, the
entrees were surprlsingly bland, The
chimichanga dlinner™ (small, $4.25;
large $5.25) was all pight. The tortil-

"la was crisp and:the guacamole

topping good, But'melther the beef
filling nor the rice-had much flavor.
The vegetarlan combo (§4.85) fea-
tured three dishes that were also
mild: a burrito, an-enchllada and a
tostado, each with cheese and vege-
tables, None of them was especinlly
noteworthy. The burrito beef dinner
($4.40) had large chunks of beef but,
again, it needed morg scasoning, En-
tree, Vegetables aid Garnishes —
35 points maxifmum. Points
awarded — 25. .

The cinnamon erisp ($1.30), a
homemade tortilla, eooked with sug-
ar and clnnamon, was, really dell-
clous. The Mexican cookles (3 for
$1.04) "dld_not setmn particularly
Mexican, They were a Jittle dry but

m?nutls, General -
IS5 points maximum. Points
awarded — 7.

Service was_ :nthusinstle but not
very competent. Appetizer plates
were Jeft through dinner and would
have stayed with the dinner dishes
through dessert If we had not asked
that they be cleared, Food came
very quickly, sometimes before we
were ready for it. At times, however,
It was not as hot as it should have
been. The check was presenled be.
fore we could oven order
dessert.Service — 15 points' mazxi-
mum. Points awarded — 7.

‘The best dish of the meal was our
minl botana ($4.50), a mixture of pin-
to beans, sausage, cheese and vege-
tables over corn chips. It was a tasty
combination. ‘The “minl” portion
served three people easlly. Also good
were the fresh and crisp homemade
chips and hot sauce, which was quite
spicy. There is no liquor served.
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Aubum Hills Campus
Featherstone Aoad

Auburn Hilla, M 48057

853-423¢

Highland Lakes Campus
73 Lako Road
Unlon Lake, Mi4g08s

What Makes You Think You Can’t Atford College?

« Financlal ald advisors at each of Oakiand Communlty College's four
campuses are experts at putting together financial aid packages for
people who want a college education - but don't thlr_1k they can afford it.

* You can be a full-time or part-time student - the choice is yours.
Financial ald [s avallable as long as you malintain your grades and make
satlsfactory progress toward your degree. -

« One application form is all you 'need for a varlety of financial ald
packages - and now Is the time to apply for the Fall, 1988, semester.

» There Is no charge to apply. For more Information, call the financlal ald
advisor at the campus nearest you, ',

Orchard Ridge Campua

OAXKLAND . .
COMMUNITY
/ COLLEGE .
e
Alichinan’s O ty Colle - Opp Wwith

27055 Qrchord Lake Roa
Fnrmlgg! on Hills, M1 48013
A71-7830

d

Southeast Campus S
Royal Oak and South
Campus Slies

5
7298, Wathinglon
Flya Oak, I 48067
0815797 -
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Drinks, and Bread —

From the moderate

Anywhere,- anytime, any occasion,

-we cater to your particular needs, Wi
prepare, deliver and set-up. -

Carry out service - Box Lunches Available

289, Dessert and
Coffee — 10 points maximum.
Points awarded —8.

Dinner cost about $18 per couple,
with tlp but without diinks. While
some of the dishes™ were good, too
many did not have any speclal
comph, and the problems with the
service and atmosphere detract
{from the meal. Price/Value — 15
points maximum, Points award-
ed — 10. .

« A Counting for Taste — 100 poinis
maximum. Total polnts awarded: 64.
Although the food at Old Mexico is
adequate, this restaurant lacks any
special appeal. - .

D, Gustibus welcomes your re.
actions, comments and sugges-'
tions of favorite restaurants in
the Observer & Eccentric com-
munities, Write to D. Gustibus, in
care of Qbsérver & Eccentric, En-
tertainment  Department,

Box 3503, Birmingham 48012,

to the exquisite,

" WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD _
BLOOMFIELD HILLS + 644-1400 :-
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