Pago 12(0) Home & Garden ||

D

thgam s Y

Bruce Prlestley (loft) manager of his family-owned business, Mid-Wost
Porma Coram Inc., giving potentlal customors the nccossary “hands
on” treatment. Priostiay Is able to rosurface and recalor kitchon appl
ances, bathtubs or tile anywhore in the homo.
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You can rejuvenate that old tub easily

By Janico Brunson
stat wiltor

HAT IF YOU wanted a bath-

tub calored cardinal red? Or a

kitehen sink In o blucberry

hue? What if somcone acci-

dentally shot a bullet hole into your new
bathtub, or purposcly threw a bowling ball
into it, creating a huge deat? What would

Some homeowaers facing these ques-
tions have found their answer at Mid-
‘West Perma Ceram Inc., o family-owned
business started three years ago by the
Williom Pricatey clan in Westland.

owner wanting o color
+change, needing resurfacing repairs or just
plain wanting to spruce up old and worn
tubs, sinks, kitchen appliances or tile any.
where in the home, Mid-West Perma
Ceram Inc. is also the ploce for you.

THE COMPANY is the distributor for
porcelaincote, a substance with the same
molccular construction as porcelain. An
application of it can make repairs and add
luster to appliances, bathroom fixtures
ond tiles, making them appeor new.

nd nccording to Bruce Priestley, son
of William and general manoger of the
business, costs are reduced substantially
with a mintmum of fuss. It takes approxi-
mateiy four hours to refinish o bathtub
and two full days of non-use. But in the
end, the bathtub is like new, according to
the younger Pricstlcy.

“Fhe process is relatively simple. It in-
volves cleaning the item to be resurfaced,

ctehiing it, sonding and patehlng if neces.
sary, coulking when oppropriate and
spraying on the porcelaincote with a com.
pressor.

*“TO COAT A standard-sized bathtub in
white costs $250, for color $270," Priestley
soid, “To replace it with o good quality
tub would cost a mimimum of $500 and if
the tub is old, it's probably of better quali.
ty anyway.”

Pricstley points out, however, that this
Is not the case for oll fixtures. He
discourages resurfocing toilets and he
fecls bothroom sinks are cheaper to re.
ploce than treat, providing they are o
standord size. But certain sizes ore no
longer manufactured, barticularly those in
older homes, and refinishing them is the
anly solution for restoration aside from a
‘major remodeling job.

The process s also effective on new
items when 0 color change is desired.
Priestley cites the example of o brand new
home in Birmingham where a chocolate
brown bathtub, shower stall, sink and tite
were transformed to bone color,

AN ADDED BONUS of poreelaincote,

process patented a decade aqo, is its
sealing quality when applied to tiles.

“The grout, as well as the ties, are
sealed,” says Priestley, “making it for cas-
icr to clean. The grout never develops
mold or mildew.” The process casts about
5.0 square foat, less for Jarger arcas,

Additional costs include $150 for o stan.
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at sclis our product,” soid Pricst-
ley. “is secing it and fecling it. Hands on."

That is why. family_members involved
in the business spend most weekends in
the Wetland Mall, talking to people and

showing them.range tops and bathtubs
that have been resucfaced with porcelain-
cote. In addition to Bruce and his father,
William, there it his mother, Alice, ond
two brothersdndaw, Alon Carpenter and
Dale Frederick. -

id-West Perma Cerain Ic. is at 34767
Ford Road, Westland.

Fabrics set moods

So much of the beauty, excitement and
attraction of uphalstered furniture comes
from the varied fabrlcs that establish en-
Joyable moods. )

Krnowing about the wonderful world of
fabrics can be helpfut if you are thinking
about buying a sofa, lovescat or comfort.
able chair,

Fabrics vary in texture, pattern, fiber,
weave and color, In some instances t|
chorocteristics affect price and avallabili.

ty.

A signifiéant part of the cost of uphol.
stered furniture can be attributed to the
quality of the cover. Keep thls in mind,
because how you plan to use the uphol-
stered goods will influence your decision
on what to buy.

FOR INSTANCE, a sofa in a living
room might be used differcntly than one.
in o family room. But lifestyle is only‘one
factor; also consider the fabric's construc.
tion, children, pets, entertalnment and
sunlight,

In households where children are pres-

ent — and even more 10 if pets are around
— the fabrle should be more durable,
‘Within this enviranment, you can expect
that the fabric will come into contact with
a variety of potentially domaging sub-
stances. -

Being! prepared for them can influcnce
the fabric you choose for your upholstered
furniture. New generations of synthetic
fabrics contain ensy.care fibers that cost
less. They include acetate, acryllc, nylon,
olefin, polysester, rayon and vinyl. Nylon,
alefin and vinyl are the most soll resis.

€.
Some fabrics blend natural and synthet.

ic fibera, o morriage that provides the best

qualitles of each fiber. You can expeet
greater durability and casy maintenance
with blends.

BE A WISE buger and read all labels,
which are required by law to be sewn on
all upholstery. AN fibers will be listed in a
descending order of content. This means
the fiber listed first Js used In th
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Safe way to meet str;%ers

Home sacurity gets a boost with this additlon to elther a front of back
door, The high socurity strength amplimesh grill is constructed of high
tensile strength extruded atuminum. Hinges are tamper resistant and
the lock is kayed outsido with a doad bolt on the inside. The door s
particularly popular with owners of condominiums, commented Pat
Waltz of Royal Oak who showed off the door from Accurate Remodelers
at 12 Mile and arecent
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{ QUALITY WOOD WINDOWS AND DOORS
“ L - AT AFFORDABLE PRICES!
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- The Window & Door Store has It al, with fop quallty
‘Weather Shield wbod windows ond doors in ol the

most popular styles and sizes. Plus, we have molned -

personnel 1o answer all your questions about which

Window or oo s best suited for your needs.

- Visit The Window & Door Siare for energy efficent,
quality aafted wood windows, patio doors and steel
enny systems. .
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