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Perennial doesn’t mean perpemaﬂ

easy-care. And they can be. But
“perennial” docsn't mean “per
petual”” Establishing a perenninls garden
that will give years of cnjoyment with
minimol maintenance takes knowshow
and plonning.
Lce Taylor, extension home horticultu.
rist at Michigan State University, ex-
plains that pereanials are hardy herba.

LANTINGS QF perennial flowers
P arc often billed as longived and

ccous ornamentel plants, That is, the

roots live for several to many years (har-
dy). but the tops die back to the ground
cach foll (herbaceous). :

This distinction separates them from
annuals, which flower, fruit and die in one

yeas; and biennials, which take two years
to complete their life cycle. Trees and
shrubs live for many years, but they have
woody parts that usuaily do nat dic to the
ground cach winter. Bulbs, corms and
tubers are usually considered separntely
beeause they have specialized food stornge
methods to ensure thelr survivnl.

TO CREATE A rclntavely tow.mainte-
nance garden with perennials, you must
select plant moterinls ‘welt adopted to the
locat climate, plant them in an appropriate
sitc ond care for them properly. ¥

The plant zone maps in any good sced
and plant catalog will guide you in select-
Ing plants and varietics that will grow in

Framing your artwork

Continued from Page 16

wood moulding will {rome any style of art,
Remember, s!mple frames complement
modern itions and
while more traditional paintings cail “for
claborate or textured frames.

Once the frame style has been deter-
mined, wood moulding can be purchased
nt local lumberyards, home centers or
building supply stores, Wood mottlding is
available in lengths of three to 16 fect ina
wide varicty of styles, Measure the pic-
ture to be framed beforchand to avoid une
necessary waste.
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Most home workshops contain the tools
required for the job. They include a fine-
toothed saw, hammer, nails , corner
clamps, glue and a miter box to make ac-
curate 45-degree angle cuta.

THE COMPLETED f{rame can be
stoined, painted or finished in a varicty of
other intcresting ways. Gold ond silver
leafing, scorehing and glazing are just a
few of the various techniques.

Additionol information on making pic-
ture fromes is available in “How to Make
Picturcs Frames." To get a copy, send 60
ceats to WMMPA, Dept. HP, P.O: 25278,
Portland, Ore. 97225,
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your arca. From that variety you begin to
-nurrow your choice by surveying the graw-

ing conditions in the proposcd planting
lll!v

shady sites, or moist rather than'dry loca.

“tions. Some will multiply rapldly and in.

vade adjoining fawn areas unless a side.
walk, wnll or some ot.hct bareier prevents
it..

Maost pcrcnnlnls grow best in a loose,

moderately fertile, deeply cultivated loam,

Deep cultivation is especially important
for heavy clny soils, which will benefit
from edditions of organic matter, such as
leaf mold, peat moss or manure. .

Because perennials will be in place for
somc years, mistakes in design and plant

sclection will be around for awhile, Taylor -
1 ful nlanni bt

an orderly arcay rather than a chaotic |

mess, Consider plant size and shape, flow-
er colar and flowering time when cHoosing
plants. Carefully - sclected, perennlals in
your gorden con harmonize and comple.
ment one another and provide continuous
bleom from March through October.

YOU CAN PURCHASE perennials as

sceds, as bare-root dormant plants from
mail-order catalogs, in ceil packs like an-

nuals, in 4 and 5-nch pots, and in larger

containers. The larger-gized plants pro-
duce a finished Jook quicker thon sceds or
small plants, but they cost constdcrnbly
mare. -

First.year scedlings in plastic ccll paek:
toke on extra yeor to get blished but

Some plants prefer sunmy rather than '

Establlahlny a
perennials garden that
will give years of

. enfoyment with
minimal malnfenance
takes know-how and
plannlng.

the cost per plant is quite low. Growing
perennials from seed requires a good deal
of patience and the space indoors to stort
them. A greenhouse, though not neces.

sary, is extremely convenient to house t.he"

plonts for the year or so they will have to
grow indoors before they're ready to trans.
plant,

Set perenniols outdoor: after the aver-
age date for the last killing frost in your
area,’ (This information Is avallable from
your locol Cooperative Extension Service
office,} Space plants properly and be pre.
pared to control weeds, Toylor recom-

ds asing to
discourage weeds and ' to mnlnmin :oll

monslurc bct.wcen rains, .
1 care for pe inls includes fer-

tﬂmng in the spring. controll!ng weeds,
g for winter p ion and remov-

‘ing faded Mower heads, After a few years,

vngorom perennials will become over-
ded and need dividing. This is usual-

-Iy done in the spring so. planto have a

blished before winter.
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