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Glorious white dlanﬁhus makes debuﬁ

By Janico Brunson
stalf writer

HEN FLOWERS bloom across
America this spring and sum.
mer, countless gardeners will
thrill for the first time ever to

the pure white blossoms of the “Sophia.”
The blossom {8 a new variety of di.
anthus, remarkable for bath fts pure color
and because somebody took the time and

‘The developmem of the
‘Sophia’ is a real contribution
{o the gardening community

patience to d it. That bod
happens to be a little lady from Lwonlu,
Sophin Zombory, 85, the person for whom
the flower has been named.

She dld not work alone in her efforta to
develop the variety. Her lifelong work, hy.
bridizing countless new varleties of flo-
wers, Is something she shared ‘with her
husband, Willlam, until his death in the
early 1980s.

It is an effort she contintes to share to-
day with her son, Bill, who is carrying on
the work of his parents.

According to Bill Fike, chief horticultu.
rist for Jackson and Perkina Co,, a major
supplier of plants and seeds, and the firm
that is marketing the “Sophin,” the Zom-
borys were proudest of this particulgr
flower because of its pristine white color,
‘They originally called it the “White Dia.
mond.”

It was Fike who suggestcd it be re-
named the “Sophin” in honor of the wom.
an who helped to develop it.

THE DEVELOPMENT of the “So-
phia” is a real contribution to the gnrd

— Katle Thorsheim
Jackson and Perkins Co.
ing ity, accotding to Katie

Thorsheim, pr
son and Perkins Co. “lt is unusua for any-
one to take the patience and time to nt-
tempt hybridizing dianthus (a close rela.

tive to the carnation) because hybridizing”

is painstaking cnough to bégin with, Di-
anthus is even more 50 because it tends to
be reaistant. Yet it is a very useful garden-
ing plant, normally ignored by most hybri.
dizera,” Thorsheim says the campany ex-
pects sales to reach 50,000, .
f
be-

for Jack-.

which have been distinguished as the only
new variety in a season Jackson and Per.
kins Co has marketed, i3 not the only
Z v list t. Just mention
the nome Zombory among gardening cir-
cles in Livenir and neighbering environs
and it is almost certain the name will be
recognized.

. ‘I‘HE ZOMBORYS . have contdhuted

TN,

She said the Zomborys arc

to their

cause most people who work at producing
new varietics of flowers do so as a hobby.
The Zomborys have made it a lifelong ca-
reer, willing to devote the time required

for success. “ch are as dcvotcd," she
adds.
By any , the Zomb

is subalantia!. Duting a 37-ycar relotion-
ship with Jackson and Perkins Co.,, they
have produced whot Thorsheim deacribes
as “virtunlly thousands of varietics. Many
have been true in color, meaning they are
gcnct\:ally a new varjety.”

new varieties, many of
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In Livonia, -alone, four hybridizations

heighten benuty in flower beds at both the
Civie Center and Grcenmend a historical
park started in 1976. .
The specimcm includc three multiblos-
A u‘e 1f.4 et
tive Coral Sat{n. the McNamara (nam:d

" after the mayor of the city) ard the Livo.

nia. Both the MeNamara and the Livonia
are bicolors of pink and ycllow. Another
contribution by the Zomborys is the

those who know them. ll rcﬂcctive of the
borys, a couple described by admirers

‘| asvery friendly and cheerful,

Jim Trenner, a foreman with the Livo-
nla Department of Public Worka, worked -

_closely with the Zomborys from 1976 unti!
~ the thme of William's death, .

“They just showed up one day with
these bedutiful nowcn." Trenner recalls,
describlng the Zamborys first contribu-
tion of Coral Satin to Greenmead, He says
they asked for nothing in return. Two doz-
en of these plants now grow in gardens ot
Greenmend and the Civie Center. It took
the Zomborys 20 years tq develop the vari-
ety.

Mary Pullck. a membet of the Livonia
Historicat-Commission who was chair of

d ion at Greenmead dur-
ing the late 19708, echoes similar recotlec-

.tlons.

“I would reetivc n phone cail from the
Zomborys, asking me to mect them in an
hout, I'd rush to the gardens and they
would contribute more plantings,” |

The Zomborys were also very private
people. Trenner visited often in their
home, describing it as “an enjoyable place

“to spend an hour or “two.” But he says

they curcl'ully guarded - their privacy.
This st ed, Tranner beli , from
ycnu-before when they galned a certain
celebrity status following news articles
about their work with the Ford gardens.
“People would just walk into the the

Baron Von D £ awh!te limb

Zambory yard uninvited and pick their

The gifts to the city were done in a
manner that, based upon the ts of

fiowers. They didn’t like it. They never
. A oubliettg ® o -
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