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Party law under review
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THE POLICE chlef, however,
opposes decriminallzation of the
ordinance's penalities for subsequent
violations. Those penalties should
remaln as criminal offenses, punlsh-
able by a substantial fine nnd Imprl~
sonment, he sald.

et lhey are going to contlnue to
allow drinking and drug use by
minors, It should be a erlminal
offense,” Dwyer said.

Five people have been tlcketed
under the, ordinance. Only two
Farmlngwn Hills 17- and 18-year-
old brathers have been convieted.
Both recelved suspended sentences.
Trials for two others are pending
and a bench warcant is outstandlng
for a (hird person who falled to
appear al a scheduled court hearlng,
Dwyer sald.

Decrlminalizing the penaltics does
not detract from the purpose of the
ordinance, Dudley said. Passage of
the ordinance last year was advocal-
ed by Farmington Hills Pollee and’
FFA members as a method of deter-
ring the serving of llquar te minors,
particularly at partles on private
property.

Although state law makes it ille-
gal to serve llquor to those under 21
years of age, it Is not speelfic enough
to allow police to take-actlon when Jt
Is served at partles and gatherings
on private praperty.

MICHIGAN 1IAS adopted a
protective attitude toward minors

Focus is
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Students living within the 1% mile
area “arc not going to be Ineligible"
as they were before, he added. “I
doubt is will change Farmington's or
anyene else's rule.”

“The school district ltsclf will de-
cide whether to transpert students
living less than one and a half riles
from the school," State Supcrintend-
eat Phillip Runkel explained, follow-
ing the change. “This Is golng to get
rid of a great deal of papurv\urk
used to dcmrmlne eligibility.”

-WIIEN DISTRICTS made excep-
tions and transported the students
wlthin the 1% miles in the past, they
were penalized, Bacon sald. “The
penalty will be removed," he said,
with changes phased In over a sever-
at-year period.

LIt maybe makes £t a little easier
to, disregard the 1% mille restrie-
tlon,” Bacon said, adding that more
students will cost the district higher
transportation costs.

The state has also changed the
way In which it pays for local trans-
partation, shifting It from a reim-
bursement formula to a funding for-
mula, simplifying the accounting
and reporting activitles of many dis-
tricts. Under the old plan, “the more
you spent, the mere you got back —
there wasn't a real tobeas
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beverages, Dudley sald. Providing
alcohol to minors fs a criminal
offense for adults. But the only
criminal offense for minors is
convictlon of the use of {alse [dentlfl-
catlon to buy alcohol and the
transporting of alcohol. ANl other
a(rgnscs are civil Infractlons, she
sald.

Dudley told council she s
concerncd that those convicted und-
er the ordinance, Including 17-year-
olds, receive a criminal record, *I
call a 17-year-old a chlld,” she sald.

A criminal record can cause
difficultles for a young person seck-
ing acceptance into a unlversity,
medical schoal, law school or ather

school busing

type of p school, Dudley
said.

Although It's possible for minors
to have their * crimlnal records
expunged when they reach legat age,
it is not automatic, Dudley said.

In researching the. Issue, Dudley
also talked with Oakland County
Probate Judges Eugene Moore and
John J. O'Brien. “The expunging
process is somewhat difficult,” Dud-
ley said. I know expunging a record -
is not automatle and (Qakland
County Probate) Judge John' J.
O'Brlen confirmed that.”

Expunging a minor’s criminal
record depends on “good judgment
and that depends on the judge,” Dud-
ley sald,

‘The school district itself will decide
whether to transport students living
less than one and a half miles from the

school.’

— Phillip Runkel
state superintendent

living under 1% miles) was not that
severe, We've had to be efflcient
anyway because we don't get that
much back.”

Bacon estimated that for $100
spent, the : Farmington distrlet
received about 10 cents,

ALTHOUGH THE Farmlington
distrlet has not consldered changling
the 1% mile busing restrictlon, the
school board is considering other
changes in bus budgeting and possi-
ble routtng, Approximately 8,500
students are bused twice each day,
according to Bacon.

A proposed budget Increase for
the busing operatlon is belng consld-
ered for several reasons. “No ene
lhlng is ;;olngi to take money,” Bacon

® the possible busing of develop-
mental kindergarten children which
would cost the distrlct more moncy,

@ and the recently approved
school boundary changes which will

change the bus routes.

With budget approval slated for
June 3, bus scheduling will move
into fuli swing this summer in prepa-
ration for the new school year. Each
school gives the administration team
a list of students and addresses, and
they make changes starting with Jast
year's routes,

THE FARMINGTON school dis-
trlet covers 36 square miles, includ-
ing Farmington, Farmington Hills
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and a portlon of West Bl
Township.
“There's some shakeout time at

efficient as possible,” Bacon sald.
~Unlike formula-funded districts,
Farmington is an out-of-formula dis-
trict and recelves it s revenue most-
1y from local taxes and has to run an
efficlent transportatlon  system,
Bacon added.
+Also because of the out-of-formula
hmdlng, state penalties for busing
are not as harsh, Bacop sald. “Our
pénalty (for transporting students
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of
things:"
®a few gcngraphlc areas are
being reviewcd for possible routing
changes, which may cost (he district
more money,

* understand the planning Involved.”

the b of the year, when you
glve tentative bus route times,”
Bacon said.

“It's an expecled part of running
the school, but a ot of people don’t
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