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show off the ducks with a mini-
mum of background. Eventually he

Bohemlan life or starving

in the proverbial garret.
But not to the Farmingten Area
Arts Commission. For its mem-
bers, the word brings to mind peo-
ple who not only live creatlvely but
share their gifts with others,

As it has since 1976, the Farm.
ington Area Arts Commisslon will
give special recognition to people
who've cartched the community
simply by sharing their interest (n
art and musie, The group will pres-
ent three awards during a recep-
tion at 4 p.m. Sunday in the Farm-
ington Community Center,

The winners' cirele includes peo-
ple who've guietly but persistently
followed thelr jnterest In art. Larry
Hayden of Farminglon Hills, cho-
sen as the 1986 Artist In Residence,
began his career as a commercial
artist, After 26 years of illustrating
car brochures and travel folders,
he quit In 1979 to devete his time to
painting waterfowl and carving de-
cnys,

RTIST. The word Invites im-
A‘ ages of people living the

ANOTHER WINNER who began
his career as a commerica) artist,
John Davenport traded in a sue-
cessful but financially unreliable
carcer for a teaching post at Oak-
1and Communlty Coliege,

He discovered that guiding the
development of a student's artlstle
ability could be a creatlve act, His
interest in hls students’ progress
and his support of the campus
sketch club he helped start have
twice carned him the FAAC's Ser-
vice ta the Arts Award.

School children and adults have
been entertained for 20 years by

Farmington Musivale's pro.
- The group's lopg-term come
mitment to bringing its musle to its
audience prompted the FAAC (o
give the Musicale the Service (o the

- Arts Organizatlon Award.

For Hayden, the Artist in Resl-
dence award is one of many he's
won for his work carving duck de-
coys and for his lmited edition
prints of wildfowl, He executed the
furst Wildlife Legislative Fund of
America palnting of the year In
1983. The California Waterfowl As-
sociation commended him by
choosing hls work as its print of the
year in 1966, His work is on cxhlblt
in museums of natural history in
Denver and Los Angeles.

But the local award holds speclal
value for him,

*1 was real pleased to have won
it — o he recognized in the com-
munjty where you llve,” he sald.
Hayden has lived in Farmington
Hills for 22 years. .

is fascination with carving de-
coys and palnting waterfow! began
lang before he could devote hls en.
ergy to it full time,

“I don't know why it appealed to
me, 1 was 22 or so at the time. 1
wasn't a duck hunter at the time,
And Isaw a decoy on a shelf. There
was something ahout them that
just appealed to me. I had some
friends who were duck hunters and
T went with them. Not so much to
£o duck hunting, just to sec how
(the decoys) were used,”

HE BEGAN carving decoys In
hls free time.

“I entered a lot of shows and
built up a reputation for carving.”

His next step was to start turn-
Ing out limlted-edltion prints that

John Davenport
winds up hls ca-
feer at Qakland”
Community Col-
lege Orchard
Ridge campus with
his second Service -
ta the Arts award,
He was nominated
for both awards by
membero’of , Art-
on-tho-Ridge, a
skotch c¢iub he
sponears. Davon-
port rotires from
OCC at the end of
this somester.

became Involved in designlng state
duck stamps. His duck stamps
were selected twice by Michigan
and once by Nevada, Texas and Ar-
kansas.

He scems to be happy with his
success hut not complacent about
it. “Usually you're never satislfled.
You're always trying to prove
something.”

He quit hls job as a commerclal
artlst seven years ago after he'd
built up a following for his water-
fowl prints.

1 thought I'd have all kinds of
time when I quit the studio,” he
said, lighting up a cigareite, I
used to go hunting and fishing a lot,
Some years I don't go at all now. |
4o out of state a lat, to Texas but
they're fleld trips to get reference
material for the paintings.”

A corner of his studlo in the buck
of his hame Is fllled with photos
tie's taken of waterfowl resting,
taking off or In full flight. Indecd,
he’s surrounded by images of
ducks, from the various aspeets of
his wark, to the deslgns on the wel-
come mat [n his studie, to the duck
pattern on the ribbon of the wreath
hanging on hls front door.

“I'm real lucky to be In this posi-
tion,” ke said.

THAT STATEMENT could have
been made by another of this year's
award winners, John Davenport.
After 18 years working on commis-
sion as a commercial artist, he
switched to teachlng when he be-
gan to worry about helplng his four
children through college. Not only
was QCC new to the arca, Daven-
port was new to teaching.

"It was kind of a new world for
me.”

- After that first year of teaching,
the commereial art buslness was
boomling agaln and hls old studio
called him, He declined to return.

“It was the smartest choice in
my career. I told them, ‘I've found
anew life here.”

Eight years ago, after he
switched from teaching fine arts to
commerclal art, he began to act as
faculty sponsor for an informal
sketeh group that stlll meets two
Saturdays @ month al Orchard
Ridge. After he changed depart-
ments, he couldn’t teach fine arts
but agreed when students asked if

pline of doing art work before re-
tirlng. You have to werk into this
retirement  business slowly, You
have to bulld up a schedule for
yourself.”

That schedule will Include time
for commisslons he recelves far his
work, “It scems I have to turn
down more than I 'do,” he said,
stowly smiling,

IN ITS 20 years In the Farming-

ton-West Bloamfleld area, the
Farmi Muslea) 3

(o keep a busy schedule of monthly
concerts and. annual scholarship
awards, Vocal, instrumental and
plano students In grades seven

* through 12 have recelved encour-

agement and scholarship money
from the Muslcale's local, state
and natlonal chapters.

Its 86 local members have per-
formed recently at 12 Oaks Mall as

he'd sponsor a sk g session
with a model. .

One-quarter of the club’s mem-
bers are students, the rest are peo-
ple who live fn the area Including
members of the Farmington Act
Club.

“There's so much of a need 1
think for people to have the oppor-
tunity to draw and sketch, If I
didn't sponser it, the students
would have to pay to rent the room.

"“The rewards and the apprecla-
tlon make it worthwhile. Some-
times a thank you s worth mare
than money.”

‘THE AWARD is part of Daven-
‘port’s own farewell to teaching, He
retires at the end of June to spend
time with his wife, Lo travel and to
pursue a new artistic interest, mo-
slacs. .

For a man who majored in print-
making at the Franklin School of
Professlonal Art in New York,
mosales are another

“There's so much of a
need I think for people
fo have the opportunity
to draw and sketch. If |
'didn’t sponsor (Art-on-
the-Ridge), the
students would have to
pay to rent the room.
The rewards and the
appreciation make it
worthwhile.
Somelimes a thank
you is worth more than
money.”

—--John A. Davenport
Service to the Arts Award
winner

“I became Interested In them
through ancient Greek and Roman
mosales. For the Jast 1% years,
T've forced myself to get the discl-

Staff photos by Randy
Borst .

which recolved the Farmington

ift for living

These award winners perfected the art of

well as putting In.a total of 54
hours entertatning patients In hos- .
. pltals. They’re planning to partiel-

giving

her dnug‘huer, she pi-obai’ly reflects
some of (he qualitles that the

pate in Michigan's

next year,
“Nowhere clse I know can you

get this quality of music on this ba-

§13,” said Rosallnd Lewis, the .

group's president. .

While Lewls says her ability Um.
its her to the group’s chorus and to
oceaslonal public plano duets with -

" nelghbors interested enough 5t mu-

—

FAAC sulw when they gave the
Musl ts servi 3
It's comprised of fricnds and

of others,
| “I love the peaple. They're very
{rlendly. They're’ dedicated musi.
clans,” Lewis sald, .

sle to want to bring It into the lives

Rosalind Lawis, presidont of Tho F <

Arca A

Musicato, will accept tho award for the gro:p Award. -
% !
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