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Performances of the Bir-
mingham Theutre production of
“Joseph and th&'Amazing Tech-
nicolor Dreamecoat  continue
through Sunday, June 8. For
ticket information, call 6443533,

By Barbara Michals
speclal writar

Musical ‘dJoseph’

t all together

Called upon to Interpret the
Pharaol’s troubling dreams, Jo-

" srph's spectal Insight saves Egypt

from years of famine, and he Is cx-
alted to high rank. Dreams can
comd true I{ you believe hard
enough, Joscph declares in *Any
Dream Will Do.”

“Joscph and the Amazing Tech-
nicolor Dreamcoat™ is a bubbly,
bouncy musleal whose good splrlts
falrly leap from the stage of the
Blrmingham Theatre.

The cast Is tap-noteh; the direc-
tion flawless, did the musle, the
first successfal >eallaboration by
composer Andrew Lloyd Webber
and lyriclst Tith. Rice, upbeat and
whimsleal, 270 )

Setting the Old Testament story
of Joseph entlrely to musle, the
show has no spoken dialogue, The
songs are as varled In style as the
colors In Joscph's coat, ranglng
from country (“One More Angel In
Heaven™) to rock *n' roll (“Song of
the King") to_calypso (“Benjamin
Calypso™) to Fronch torch (“Those
Canaan Days"), =

his aged father Jacob, Joseph (Don
Goadspeed) Is.i'dreamer, He in-
flames the natural fealousies of his
11 older brothers by predicting
that hls llfe will ave a special sig-
nilicance and someday they wil} all
be bowing to him. The brothers re-
tallate by selling=Joscph Into slav-
ery.

WHILE IN servitude fn Egypt,
Joseph is imprisoned for catching
the roving eye of-the prime mins-
ter's wife, Still bolleving in his spe-
cial destiny, Jos;o?h never despairs,

The yaungesg_.nrhd favorite son of

dsp spackles as Joseph,
His good looks, engaging smile and
strong voice are combined with
charming nnocence, - .
Mark McGrath is fine as the
troubled Pharoah, decked out in a
gold lome jumpsuit and long slde-
burns a la Elvis the King. Dressed
in a vest and pin-stripes, James
Harms is amusing as Potlfphar, the
prime minister who made a flnan-
cial killing investing In pyramids,
Carol Diltey is the viyacious nar-
rator, a musleal guide through the
story. A swollen jaw from dental
problems did not stem her ebulli-
ence last weekend or hamper her
agreeable volee,
‘The chorus of 11 brothers is ex-

_cellent, - achieving sharp group

enunciation of the lyrics and still
projecting lots ".of -individualized
personality. Stephen Kane as Levi,
David Dollase as Rucben and Tim-
othy Fauvell as Naphtali get a
chance to shine as lead singers.

EDWARD STONE'S chorcogra-
phy 1s as good as his direction. The
show moves at an exhilarating
pace right through to the curtain
calls,

Barbara Michals teaches high
school English and journalism
in Southfield. A theater critic
Jor the last 12 years, she is an
inveterate playgoer who regu-
tarly catches up on all the New
York productions. o

of the Bmadw;n'y *Joseph™ used to
send him food after each show. At

By Ethel Simmons.
staff writer .

‘Two young actors whose carcers
started In different countries, but
both playing Shakespeare, have end-
ed up with ties to the same Broad-
way musical show, “Joseph and the
Amazing Technlcolor Dreamcoat.,”

Tall, curly-blond-halred, hand-
some and well-built —these are all
adjectives that describe leading man
Don Goodspeed, who is ariginally
{rom Nova Scotld. He first played
Joseph in the third natfonal company :
“of “Joseph.” . RN

Fat was once the word that came
to mind for Timmy Fauvell, born
and raised in New York City, who
appeared as one of Joscph's broth.
ers, Naphtali, on Broadway.

Goodspeed . and Fauvell are
repeating their roles in a new pro-
duction of “Joseph® at the Blrming-
ham Theatre. Besides a slightly dif-
ferent approach to the show taken by
the current director, Edward Stone,
the changes include Fuuvgll': ap-

size 40 waist,” he recalled, and the

producers wanted 1o keep it that

way. . .

* Fauvell earller had decided to lose
welght during the run of “Do Black
Patent Leather Shoes Really Reflect
Up?" In which he had & near-show-
stopping role, when it played the Bir-
mingham Theatre back 1 1961,

“My" welght was 333 pounds. I
started losing during ‘Patent’ here. 1
really hid performed most of the fat
roles I was Interested in, at the tipe
old age ‘of 21, I got down to 170

- pounds while doing ‘Patent' iz Bir-
mingham,” : .

When he got back to New York, hie
was called to audition for “Joseph.”
The thinner Fauvell arrlved and was

.told, “Oh, Tim, we really wanted
someone fat.” So he put back the
pounds again,

1952-83, he dld several companles of
“Joseph” Including a hand-picked
y of some of the show's stars,
Papermill Playhouse fn New

T P
at the
Jersey,

P The | pel
former Is a slimmed-down version of
his former self,

FAT WAS where it was at for Fau-
"vell, who explained In a backstage
Interview last week that producers

national tourlng companics of
“Grease” and “Jesus Christ Super-
star.” The lmage of the character
Nicely-Nicely (herne out by the song,
“Sit Down, You're Rockin® the Boat,”
from “Guys and'Dolls"), whom he
played on a tour of the Poconos fs no
longer with us, however.

. He started his weight-loss pro-
gram all over again. When he was
asked to play the ol of Naphtall In
the current production of “Joseph,”
he was also asked, “If I was willing
to wear-a fat suit or gain welght, I
saidno* . i ‘

the theater at the age of 16, after

winnlng'a national Young Actors of

‘Desk: Set*speeds up
in efficient production

Performances of the Troy
Players production of “The Desk
Set” continuc through Saturday,
May 17, at the Troy Community
Center. For ticket information,

call 879-1285 m;_yhme.

By Manon Mollgaard
speclal writer  + -

*“Desk Set” by Willlam Marchant,
current productigh of the Troy Play-
ers, is a delightful cotedy that
evokes the good ol' days of the mid-
1950s until an efficiency cxpert ar-
rives on the scene,.

Things are cozy in the reference
department of a Mew York company
where Bunny Watson and her
Continuod on Naxt Page.
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.Sharo our good lastas wilh e stlond

America competition. He was chosen

Actors returnin roles
that made them p

that time, “I had an ‘approximately

After appearing on Brondway In ’

FAUVELL HAS also appeared In -

.~ Pauvell got his first'real break in - g
[first* professional show at- the Nep-
‘tuné Theatre, His name was

t e
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Don Goodspeed, who playod Joseph in a national touring com-
pany of the musical “Joseph and the Amazing Technlcolor.
D > is at the Bl ‘Theatre In tho lcad
role of the Biblical character. . * . .

year of high school,” Goodspeed sald.
“My teacher sald, "He's going to do
Shakespeare!”* s ey -
-:He}dId.two seasons at Stratford,
" around 1977-78..*I got to.do _great
! things, to-work with jncredible peo-
on by un.pssociate.of the Stratford - ple, * just ‘watch:'and Iearn.”

In Goodspeed's star dressing room at
the Birmingham Thealre,

While still in high:school.in Cana:.
0a,” Goodspeed --auditioned ’ for: his

for Joe Papp’s$) p | cotn-
pany to play Starveling, “the wall,?
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ki ¢an Festival'and he got a 1-Goodspeed did more classies at the .
ca’lI. {rom Kobin Phillf 3 I‘Nauonn!;Am Centre'ln Ottawa, “It/

]
“I LEFT In Februaf
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Timmy Fauvell again plays
Joseph's brothor Naphtall,

“I played that same role at Strat.
ford,” declared Don who
was intervlewed along with Fauvell
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Peari’s
Garden

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons
: Szechuan.and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week )
Mon.-Thurs, 11 AM-10 PM's Friday 11 AM«11 PM

Dinners  Cary Qut Orders

Sat. 12-11PM+Sunday 12-10PM .
469 S. Woodward « Birmingham
N - 644:2913

&

“No bill — just a thick, dellcious cut of juicy prime ilb -
.. sumounded by a tender vegetable, potato and a fresh seasoned
salad, Ole! Enjoy Friday from 6 p.m. e R
. JUNORTHFIELD HILTON ~
N Crooks at1-75 » Troy » 879-2100 :

UP THERE WITH THE BEST OF THE BEST.
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