Race-irack bm aliows E@ugh

By Tom Henderson .
atafl writor

- A blll which would revamp Michi~
gan's horse-racing laws may require
the licensing of all race-track em-
ployees and has provislons for drug
and aleohol teating of everyone from

thie’ security guard in the Jot to the
pulls the , pari-mutuel |

person. who
betting ticket lrom the machine,
Under Senate BlIl 212, an employ.
¢ could be sent home if he or she
showed a level of .05 percent alco-
hol, half the level of the state's
drunk-drlving laws. An employee
would be suspended for at least a
yéar for three drug or dlcohol of-
fenses In a six-year period,
iCurrently, licenses are required of
Jockeys, owners, grooms and train.
ers Under the bill, raclng commis-
sloner William Cahalan could at his
discretion order the Mcensing of any

and nll race-track emplayees. In- -

cluding lecurlly gunrds. ticket
u'llkcrs, + timers . nnd pnrl-mumcl
© elerks,

THE BILL has has passed the Sen-
ate and Is. awalting acllon by the
House,

Under its terms, an appHeation for.
a license would imply. consent to,

to detect alcohol and ‘controlled sub-

stances such as heroin, cncnine and -/

marljuana,

If a test showed drug or alcohol
use, the employee would be suspend-
ed from duty and pay until the em-
pluyee provided, at a negative test
result: - .

Qther major terms of the racing
legislation would reduce state taxes
on the money bet from 6 to 4.5 per-
cent, and would allow for ulmu!mnl
betting of televised, out-of-state race

. ¢s.such as the Kentucky Dcrby nnd
Pruakness .

Oakland seeks kldS for jObS

The QOakland County Private In-
dustry Council Is offering [ree sum-

mer job placement and training pro-

grnms to youths who come from
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low-income houscholds or who hnve
barrlers to employment.

For Information on PIC programs,
call 1-800-PIC-LINE weekdays, .

Breathalyzer, urlne and other -tests’ -

‘Track conditlons are
deplorable, the quality of
racing has declined and
we've got decllnlng

revenuea. . e

- s:ate San.‘Daug Cruce‘
: -Troy.‘

3

“WE MIGHT HAVE in plm by
June 1 a law allowing the publie to
bot on out-of-stats races,”|said co+-
sponsor- Sen. Doug' Cruce, R-Troy.

-Cruce sald he was,not certaln about

the chances of passage in'the House,
“What the political dlc!utu are In
the House, I'm not aware.! " .

*The Service Emp]oym lntcma-

tional IS the only gxoup Tkijowof ap-

posing the bill ... 1 assume the’
drug-testing provlslon: ‘ark part of’
their opposition. But I don't detect ,
that u:elr oppoaluon wlll pmvent its.
passing.” )

I
- Richard Curdtz. the pmldem of

tocal 78 of the Service Employees
Inlcmntionnl Unlnn. whlch repre-.

sents cmplnym at bolh Haul Park

‘and Lidbroke DRC in Livonia, was

unavallable for comment. -

-1 ‘would imnglne there wnnld be
(union opposition),” said Ken Chrlsto-
pher, exccutive scm:ury of l.he rac-'
ing cemmlmlm

CHRIS‘I‘OPHER SAID ‘that lnn-:

guage In lhe new bll! relaung to the
‘licensed mny be ellmlnated in the’

House. version nnd in lhe ﬂnal vere”

slon.

ready order their llcensing if ‘he so
chase, .

"’l’he Senate just wanted {o mskn:
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. keys, now.”

He sald thnt such lnng\mgc Isn't
necessary, that Cakalan could “al-*
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lh: langunge upecmc' said cnmu»
pher, “The exlsting language regard-

ing ltcenses says ‘includlog but not,
, limited to,’ 50 we fcel be's glready
! gotthe power.”

As for drug testing, Chrmuphcr

‘;ald. “We're already. doing thot by

rule: We're usung drivers and joc-'

SIMULCAST ns'rrmc would be
allowed for major out-of-state races,

cent, which the rnclng commlss!on .
clams Is the hlxhe:t by any auw ln
the country.

“The ‘amount race tracks pa in :
parimutuel taxes ls lomeu:lng l've b
been interested In ever since I'vo «
been repmmung the Hnzel Park -
area,” sald Cruce. *Track condltions
are deplorable, the 9unmy of racing ~
has d ecllned and- we've gat ﬂccunlng
revenues.” :

in'} in 1984 lo- H

2. provided_tracks didn't reduco their

program on day' of such’ simuleast”
events.

The Kentucky. Derhy has ajlrcady
been run, the Preakness will be run
Saturday and the Belmont is in two

weeks, g0 bettlng in Michigan on -

Triple Crown races. is unllkely this®

season. . -
Cruce said stato belmm cermlnly
wilt be able to bet on the Kentucky

Derby next year, | .
Cruce also supported ‘the’ reduc- |
tion of tha mm take (rnm 6 pcr'

taled $347 mitllon, down 18 pe:
[rom the 1979 total of $425.5 million, .

* according'to figures supplied by the

racing commissioner. State tax reve- =
nucs" were down 27° percent, from

" $28.8 million to $22.4 million. - - .1}

*“When there is a’declining inter-
, est, something has got to he  donie,”
sald Cruce. He sald a decline in the
tax rate from 6 percent to 4.5 would
result In greater purses, better hors--+
s, more dnterest and, .uitimately, -
more money remrued to the state in”
taxes, - . . B
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