Families onMedicaid
get free checkup, 1B

Awards presented
for Law Day- 5B
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MEMORIAL Day will
mean several closlngs.

Both the Farmington and
Farmington Hills d(y lmll: will
be closed Monday, May 26,
‘Trash collection witl be one day
later than usual next week.

‘The Farmington Community
Library will be closed Saturday
through Monday. Both the
Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce.and the
Farmington Observer will be
closed Monday, All banks and
savings and loan associatlons
will be closed Monday as well.

Regular hours will resume
for nll Tuesday, May 27,

WILLING toscrve.
Farmington City Councit
made several

If you have a news item or an
idea jur a feature story or an
action picture with @ Farming-
ton-ares connection, send a
note to our downtown office at
33203 Grand River, Farm(ngran
48024.
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Park Iand —_
focal point of
Hills election

By Joanno Maliszowak]
staff writer

“Say Yes to Parks.”

That's the name of a relatlvely
new committee formed to promote
passage of a special 0.5-mill levy for
flve years to pay for development of
parks and recreation facillties in
Farmington Hllls,

Brochures, pampbhlets, guest
speakers and perhops cable televl-
slon will be used (o Inform voters

Mayors
exchange
hot seats

By Joanno Mallazowski
staff writar

1t officlals in Rochester Hllls and
Farmington Hills have their way,
the annual Mayor's Exchange pro-
gmm has served os only the start of

Monday night.

Willtarn' Ingalls

Lapham Jr. wul ench servea

- | three-year term on the
Farmington Planning
Commlsslon. .
Incumbents Thomas Carr, .
John Washburn and
Councilman Alton Bennett will
each serve a three-year term on
the Board of Zoning Appeals,
Bennett wili serve asan
alternnte for three years or
until his council term ends,

Incumbents Nellie Young aod
Geraldine Dlelenheln will each
serve a three-year term on the
Farmington Area Commission
on Aging.

Incumbent Ellen Wallis will
serve a three-year term on the
Farmington Area Arts
Commlssion.

Incumbent Wiltiam lngalls
will serve a three-year term on
the Farmington Building
Authority. Incumbent Carol
Kurth, Ellzabeth Meredith and
Rick Hatfleld whl each serve &
two-year term on the
Farmington Beautification
Committee.

DRUG scmnlng of

Incumbents WllJlnm Burke. .

tween

and promate the millage, which is
expected to yleld in excess of $3 mil-
lion over five years for parks and
recreatlon,

“It's an cffort to communicate to
resldents what the 0.5 mill means,”
said Dennls Fitzgerald, chairman of
the promotion commlttee and the
Farmington Hills Parks and Recre-
atlon Commilsslon,

Committee members — some are
members of the parks and recre-
ation commission — also are pro-
moting the clty’s master parks and
reercation master plan, adopted In
March by the Farmingten Hllls Clty
Council. The master plan includes
development plans for the 212-acre
Heritage Park on the west slde of
Farmington Road, north of 10 Mile.

THE PLAN offers a comprchnxb
sive review of the arca's existing
recreation services and [facilities,
plus an assessment of recreational
opporiunlties and deflclences, A $7
million list of improvements pro-
posed over the next ﬂve years com-
pletes the plan.

A flve-year action plun Included in
the master plan lists 21 proposed
projects and Improvements for
patls and recreation. The first nine

lhe two clties,

. I made a promise with (Roches.
lcr Hills Mayor) Blllle (Ireland) that
we will get back together probably
in July,” Farmington Hllls Mayor
Joe Alkateeb sald, “It (exchange) is
probably the best choive we have
ever made,”

Ireland expressed similar senti-
ments about her elty's

priority profects —
!ot.allng approxlmalely $3 milllen —
that would be started if voters ap-
prove the special levy.

“I can't imagine a community that
was so responsive to buying the
(Herltage Park) property and being
so Involved in what to do with It, that
umy »:gnldn t support this,” Fltzger-

sent letters

with Farmington Hllls. "We were ex-
tremely pleased that Mayor’s Ex-
change went s it did. We really felt
comfortable with each other, There
was a good exchange of Informa-
tlon,"

Slmilarties between the two grow-
ing citics served as the basls for Ro-
chester Hills and Farmington Hills
offlclals to exchange with each other
in this year's Mayor's Exchange pro-

ram.

"“The two communlties are closely
aligned In terms of growth and prob-
lems,” Farmington Hills Clty Mana-
ger William Costtck said. “This trad- .
ing of Information helps bulld ideas.”

AND FOR the flrst time in Jis his.
tory of participating in the Greater
Michigan Foundatfon-sponsored ex-
change program, Farmington Hils
staff was also involved, Both Atka-
teeb and Irelond lauded the Involves
ment of city staff in the exchange
progearm.

in carly May to parks and recreatlon
backers asking for thelr support cl-
ther {inancially — to help pay for
brochures and pamphicts — or thelr
time in working on the parks cam-
paign,

“As you may know, Farmington
Hills has at best, meager existing

- park facllitles, We usc school

grounds, open fields and common
areas as our park system, In 1985,
the clty of Farmington Hills ac-
quired the Spleer property, 212 acres
of prime land, and 15 acres near 13
Mile and Farmington roads for park
development,” the letter stated,

WORK AT both sites is Included in
a list of five proposed projects (the
first flve of the nine priority items.in
the plan) that “should be initlated
immedlately so the quality of re.re-
ation facilities does not decline,” ac-
cording to the letter,

The flrst flve projects include de-
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‘l'en mlld fuiel model ruckets
re Jaunched Saturday during a
Elementary. Young As-
pauts ,Club fleld “trip at Our
Athlet{e " Flcld,

l.nlcu and’| pnachu!ed to ‘énrth,
s

~sporsored cl
PTbe Natlonal Aemnauum and
' Space Admlinlstration furnishes
‘m:’mmls and recommends proJ-
“Qur piirposa? To teich :hlldmn
bo\l'. uw lpace pregram’ nnd the
** Sertle sal

‘Robert Bosma, 9, of Farming-
‘ton Hills loads’'a rockot en-
* gine, readying it for launch.

the u)plc ul u ncw brochure
published by Metric Medical *
Labs, Southfield,

Entitled “Drug Screening:
Questlons and Answers;”" the
brochure covers sereening
methods, test accuracy,
detectable drugs and drug
abuse. It focuses on questions
commonly Asknd by employers

Plaase turn 10 Page 15

Pteaso tirn 1o Page 15

the “latiftch,’ during
kets ‘soared 1,000 fect

, Photos by RAROY BORST/stalf PMIDQIDW
Man Dix’ (leu), 9. sots up a rocket model ot - from club co-leader George Sertic. Both are
he Space S8huttle Columbla, with a little hulp {rom Farmington.

Model rockets Ilght up skies

Unlike olher youngeters who used club-furnished rockolu,
Charity Albright, 9, of Farmington Hllls sots up her own rock- i

e e

Man headed to '[ucu in womain’'s

By Casoy Hane
staif writer

ting & drug
program,

Medieal Labs, 21705
Evergreen, Southfield 48075,

REM[N DER; Next week,
June 1-7, Is National Safe
Boating Week,

boatlng fatalities, So when ina
amall boat, keep the load light
and evenly distributed, reminds
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxlllnry

FOOTNOTES: One yenr

Dipartieatof Transporiat
t of on

study of possible interchanges
off tho 1-696 corridor must be- |
completed before Farmington
Hills officlals can constder
moving forward with a

lﬁrmemmu alongthe12 -
e Road offlco :trip -

For a free copy, write Metric,

Capslzing is a mafor cause of -

proposed finaneing scheme for -

Accused killer John Allen Ver-
meulen was not yet divorced from
his wlife of 21 years when ke married
Urime “Rene” Lewls last November
in Las Vegas, according to testimony
this week in 47th District Court in
Farmington.

Vermeulen is charged in Lewis®

Memorial

All four local high school march.
ing bands will participate in the an-
nunl Mcmarlul Day parade Monday,

May 21

Thc Clarenceville band will be
jolned by tunesmiths from Harrison,
North Farmington and Farmington
senlor highs.

The lead band In this year's pa-
rade, Farmington High, recently
turned from a triumphant trlp w
Washington, D.C, whero it repre-
sented Michigan in the Natlonal Fes.
tival of Musle competition. Compot.
Ing in Division A, the Falcons were

fatal shooting at the Mulrwood
Apartments and Townhouses in
Farmington Hills on Dec. 26, 1885,

The defendant’s 17-year-old son,
subpoenned to testify for the prose-
cutlon, told the court his parcnts
were not dlvorced until Feb, 7, 1988,
and his father had visited the fami-
ly's Dearborn Helghts home on
Christmas Eve night.

The du[cndnut told his son that

Lcwls had left him and Invited the
Bon and now cx-wife to move to his
Farmington Hills apartment, the son
testlfied. Vermeulen also has a son,
18, and a daughter, 21, from his first
marﬂax '

‘The defendant's ex-wife, Sharon
Vermeulen of Dearborn Helghts,
nlso testified to similar facts, Fol-

lowing a plea from court-appolnted
de!crue attorney David Wilson, Dis-

Day events islated

in thelr per!

Velemns

rated
and finished fourth,

The parade begins at 10 am. at
the Farmlngton Plaza on Grand Riv-
cr, just west of Orchard Lake Road,
Participants may meet at 8:30 a.m.
for coffea and doughnuts at the
Grove-Walker Post prior to lineup,

THE AIR Force will be the hon-
ored branch of service, It will be
jolned by other armed forces units,
velerans organlzation groups and cl-
villan groups.

.

The Area
Councll will sponsor the parade. This
committee Is comprised of repre-
sentatives of the three local veterans
urvlce nrgnnluuom

Memorinl scrvices (o pay respect
to the war dead wilt tollow lhu pas
rade at the downlown monument,
Just west of Farmington Road,

Followlng memorial services, all
may attend an open house for re-
freshments at the VFW Post 2269,
23414 Orchard Lake,

trict Judge Michael Hand disallowed
any testimony of husband/wife com-
munication under a state statute
protecting such testimony,

AFTER THE thrce-day preliml-

nary examination in dlstrict court,
Hand ordered Vermeulen, a 38-year-

old Farmingten Hills resldent, to
stand trial for Lewis' Dec. 26 mur-

Ploase turn to Page 14
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Your Obsorver
rrier  wlll b

s|op h thia weook o
collocl or il omnmh Ploasa
have the money ready and
ba uurc 1o got your recalpt,
I's worth & $2.00 discount
on Iha noxt - classified
advertiaomont you place In
your homalawn newspaper.




