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footprints in history

Top history contest

ETERMINING THE winner

proved to be easy,
Farmington resident
Judith Cook was the only
entrant In the first Farmington Foot-
prints in History Contest to answer

every question correctly.

Awarding second and third prizes
wasn't so easy. They went to Ken-
neth Hedges of Farmington Hills and

Judith Patton of Farmington. Each
answered most of the questions car-
rectly.

Thelr essay responses were judged
to be thoughtful and welt-written.
Farmington Historical Soctety mem-
bers did the judging.

For her efforts, Cook will recelve
hardbound coples of twe local histo-
ry books:

# “A Farmington Childhood: The
Watercolors of Lilllan Drake Av-
ery," by Jean M. Fox with John B,
Cameron, publishied by the Farming-

ton Hills Histerical Commission in -

985,

® “More Than A Tavern: 150
Years of Botsford Inn,” by JeanM.
Fox, published by Four Corners
Pross in 1986. B

Second and third prizes wil be
ftcover coples of “A Farmington
hitdhood: The Watercolors of Lili-
n Drake Avery.”

THE CONTEST was deslgned to
-fpotlight the history of Farmington
ownshlp, forerunner of today's cit.
cs of Farmington and Farmington
{ills. As any true history buff will

‘fattest, that history offers lots of cap.

inishers crowned |

tlvating characters
events,

The Farmington Obscrver spon-
sors the contest, in cooperatlon with
the Farmington Historlcal Soclety.

Even if you dldn't enter this year's
contest, conslder Jetting us know
what you think about it. We'd ltke
your reactlon before we declde
whether to conduct it annually,

Was It too long or teo hard? Did it

and milesione

require too much time to do? Were

you confused abaut where to 100X for

the answers? Do you prefer’categor.

ies other than those listed in Part A7
Or was the contest jusl‘rlghn

Malt your comments to: Farming-
ton Footprints in History Contest,
Farmington Observer, 33203 Grand
River, Farmington 480245 N

—A’Bob Sklar
H

tion, If unsure, guoss!

A. In this part, answer each question as
fully and conclisoly as possible. List your
rosponso on the lina benoath each ques.

Places

People

1. She was a dark-haired beauty
who adopted a baby boy. The baby
#rew up and became the only gav-
ernor from Farmington in 1904.
Who was he? Fred Warner.

2, She grew up in Farmington,
marrled her high school sweet-
heart and moved to Pontlac.
There, she contributed a lot to
Michigan history. She documented
the Underground Rallroad in
Farmington in papers she pre-
pared in the 1920s. Who was she?
Littian Drake Avery.

3. After a long trlp to the Micht-
gan {rontier, she fell off a wagon
and died of injuries, She was the

first woman to be buried in Farm-
ington. Who was she? Patlence Ut-
ley.

4. Who was the flrst plonecer
woman to come to Farmington
and was the mother of the flrst
“white” baby born here? Cynthin
Collins,

5. Who started the Farmington
Ladics Literary Soclety, which
was the forerunncr of the Farm-
ington Women's Club? She mar-
tled a Canadian doctor who was
traveling  through Farmlngton?
Florence Green Moore,

6. Who was Farmington s first
librarian? Mary Kennedy,

7. Whlch black woeman escaped
from slavery in Virglniz, then came
to Farmington? She llved to be more
than 100 years old and was Farming-
ton's first centenarian. Ellen Wilson.

8. Who was Farmington's schol
superintendent from 1939 to 193
and 1946 to 18567 He had a schol
named after him. O.E. Dunekel, -

9. He was a prosperous dowe
town businessman around the ten
of the century, The 1915 bulldlg
bearing hls name sthl stands tody
on Grand River, Who was he? Fid
Cook. u
18, Who was Palmer Sherma?
A farmer whose home beeame he
original part of the Farmingn
Community Center, :

11. Who was Ezcklel Web?

1. Near what Intersection was
the first tree felled in Farmington
an March 8, 18247 Eleven Mile and
Power.

2. In what cemetery dld the first
burial In Farmington take place?
East Farmington Cemetery.

3. Near what modern Intersee-
ton was the first tavern — the
Walker, later the Wixom — locat-
cd? Halsted and Grand River, *

4. Where did Henry Ford court
?ls future wife, Clara? Botsford
nn.

5. Where was the first post off-
tee located? Farmington Road,

south of Shlawassee,

6 Where was Buckhorn Cor-
ners? Twelve Mile and Inksier
Road, -

7. About 1860, Farmington had a
race track., Where was it? Power
and Shlawassce.

8. In the great fire of 1872, what
aren was burned out? North side
of Grand River from Farmington
Road castward.

9. Where Is the oldest house In
the city of Farmington? Carpenter
House on Shinwassee,

10, Where was a “centennial
tree” planted in 19242 Warner and
Shiawassee (yard of Mayer Wells
Butterficld). -

11, Where did Farmington's War
Memorlal orlginally stand? Grand
River and Farmington Road,

"Warner and Thomas,

12, What was the original loca.
tion of the Unlversalist’ Church,
which Is now on Halsted Road?

13. In which cemetefy iIs Gov,
Warner buried? Oakwood Ceme.
tery, A

14, What was the nime of the
historle hostel, widely *known for
high quallty cntertainment, that,
according to legend, served as a
station on the Underground Rail-
road? Philbrick Tavers,

15, What was the'later name of
the old Farmington Dalry on
Grand River? ,mmm:upncb':
D i

airy. - i
' 16. What did the’Potawatomie
Indians call the area now known as
Clarenceville? Agamaw or Pojo-
maka. ’

Farmington's first ph;
12. Who was Sergius P. Lyn?
Farmlngton's first mortician. -
13. Who was Orrin Westn?
Founder, Botsford Inn, |
14. Who was Leo G ?
Faunder, Farmington Roller M

Schools

1. Who was Farmington’s first

Roads

1. What was Farminglon’s first
main street, where local business-
s, crafters and professtonals were
located in the 183057 The Detrolt
Road-Shlawassee,

2. The Detroit United Railway
route to Pontiac ran beslde this
road between 1900 and 1930. Peo-
ple traveled this road to spend
time at a resort hotel on a lake by
the same name, What Is the name

of the road? Orchard Lake Road.

3. Which road was named by a
pioneer family that was important
in apple growing In Farmlngton
Township? The name was often
misspelled with an extra *“a’*
Halsted Road,

4. Which road was the maln
street of North Farmington?
There was a mllk recelving sta-
tion, two general stores, a school
and a blacksmith shop along this
road, Farmington Road,

5. Planned In the 1920s, this road
was part of a super highway sys.
tem in the Detroit metropolitan
area. What is the name of the

road? Northwestern Highway,
6. Sleepy Hollow was clustei

around the flrst grist mill i

Farmington Townshlp on ti

? Nathan Power.
2, Who was the first female
school teacher? Parley Anz Mead.
3. On what street was the first

.
school located? Shiawassee,

4. In what year were small Jocal
school districts consolldated Into
Farmington Public Schools? 1944,

5. What school burned down on
Christmas Eve about six ycars
ago? Nichols School,

6. What former school was con-
verted Into an attractive office
building? Bond Sehoo).

7. What was another name for
the Coleman School, leveled dur-
Ing the building :of 1-8987 Stone
School. /| |

8. Where was Thayer School lo-
cated? Halsted add Nine Mile,

9. What high school was named
after a former school superintend.
ent? Harrison High Schoo! (Gerald
Harrison).

'

[

road. The road was named fc
pioncer family, What is the nam)
of the road? Brake Road.

7. What Is the modern name o
the Detrolt-Howell . Plank Road
Grand River,

8. What is the name of the arca"
first natural beauty road? Hawars
Road.

9. What was the previeus nam
of Farmington Road within the vit
lage of Farmington? Divislo;
Street.

Politics

1. When dld Farmington's three-
term governor ~— Gov. Warner —
serve In Lansing as chief cxecu-
tive? 1905-11.

2. To what politleal party did

Warner belong? Republican Party,
3. Farmington Township's last
supervisor and Farmington Hills
first mayor were the same man,
Who was he? Robert McCannell.

4. Who was Farmlngton‘s state
representative  before Sandy
Brotherion? Ray Baker.

S. A Farmington man was chair-
man of the Qakland County Board

- tion that rewrote the state Consti-

of Supervlsors for 16 years during
the 1950s and 1960s. Who was he?
Delos Hamlin.

; 6. In 1867, the speaker of the
state House/ of Representatives
was from Farmington. This man
was also a delegate (o the conven-

tution in 1867, which the voters re-
Jected at the palls — overwhelm-
ingly, Who was he? P.D. Warner.

B. In this part, Idontity
what Is roquosted in the
captions to oach of thoso
old photographs. Bonus.
What yoar do you think
oach photo was taken? List
your answor beolow each
photo.

Photos courtesy
Farmington Public §
" ST i N N RALES e LA A
’-'P’a’;" ’“;ﬂs’ '"’;'!:“’” HINT: Thia man chronicled the aclivilies and events of th : This turn-of-the-contury pho currently housed In this bullding. Howard's
Historical Society historic downtown bullding that'a still in use Beauty Supply, Michele Marc's Flowars

during the Iato 18008 in Farmington, Who was he? Edgar
(1893). !

tins {1805),

today. Name at lenst two of the businesses

HINT: Tho cldest house of worship in Farm-
Ington was moved from the city 1o a rural sol-
ting when this picturo wao taken in the sum-

mor of 1067. What was the namo )
church? Unlversallet Unitarian Church 967},

the

C. In this part, tho spot.

"{ ight s on the value of local

history. Answer In 180
words or lass the followlng"
question: What value do
you place on having an un-
dorstanding and an appre-
clatlon of [ooal hilstory?

This is the response of first-
prize winner Judith Cook of
Farmington.

“I have nlways thought that the
value of local history is that It fo-
cuses onc's attention on the minu-
tlae of the human experlence and,
by doing so, valldates the unlver-
imllly of the nuts and bolts of dally

ife,
“Through the preservatlon and
cxamination of the ephemera of
everyday lving — the letters, dia.
tles, ledgers, dance cards, and
famlly pholos of ordinary people
— local history. reveals more
about what was, and still Is, im.
portant than any treatllse on na-
tional or world history.

“The almost imperceptible cur-
rents of common peaple's lives

bind us together in n way that the
buffeting waves of great global
changes cannot.

“What is worth remembering is
what local history really cele-
brates - not just the brash trl-
umphs of the Fred Warners and

the Henry Fords, but also the quict
perseverance of the Patlence Ut-
leys and the Parley Ann Meands,
who stand for all of us.”

!

This is the response of sec-
ond-prize winner' Kenneth
Hedges o{Farmipawn Hills.

i

*“To me, an appreclation of local
history means ‘ to .follow the
foatsteps of those who walked the
land I llve on, my land and that of
my neighbors. -, | X

“What dld my predecessor feel
as he nalled up the fence wire that
is atill attached to some trec
stumps In my yard?

“And what about the interur-
ban? Other thap the old station
near the power -plant, are there
any other evidences of the rall sys-

tem stil] visible? The importance .

of the Interurban cannot be un-

derestimated, A whole town (Kens-
Ington, near thé metro park) disap-
peared off the face of the earth be-
cause the raflroad bypassed it.”

This is the response of third-
prize winner Judith Patton of
Farmington.

“Farmington is a nlce enough
town for anyone, but knowlng Its
rich history makes it doubly so,

“As 1 make my way around
town, I feel a thrill realizing that
these are the very same places
where our clity founder lived,
war'ked and played, over 150 years
ago! .

“I can see the same trees the In-
dlans bent to mark thelr trails, as
the lirst real residents of Farm-
ington. I can sce the same river
once used as a geist mil's power
source. I can sec the homes of the
Just fomllles who sheltered runa-
way slaves on their way to free-
dom. 1 can sce the schools, the
churches and (he cemeteries, and
all fill me with a sense of pride.

“We who call Farmington home
have a debt to our ancestors, a
duty to ourselves and an obligation
to our children to preserve, protect
and pass or Lhis rich heritage.”




