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Man headed to trial in woman’s death

Caontinued from Page 1

der In Oakland County Clreult Court.
He faces one count of flrst-degree
murder and a second count of pos-
sesslon of a fircarm in the commls-
sion of a fclony.

Upen conviction, the murder count
carrles a maximum penalty of Jife in
prison; the fircarms count carries a
mandatory two-year prison term.

Hand ordered Vermeulen held
without bond In the custody of the
Oakiand County Sherifi’s Depart-
ment, pendlng arralgnment in Qak-
tand County Circuit Court.

Prosecution wltnesses

were

sequestered at the request of assist-
ant Qakland County prosecutor Har-
ry Golskl. The judge aceepted an
evaluatlon of Vermeulen by the Cen-
ter for Forensie Psychlatry in Ypsi-
lanti that determined he was compe-
tent to stand trial.

Vermeulen moved out of the fami-
ly home in Redford Townshlp In
mld-September to live with Lewis,
his ex-wifo testified. The defendant
filed a divorce action agalnst her on
Sept. 30 In Oakland County, and she
and her 17-year-old son moved from
Redford to Dearborn Heights on Oct.
10, according to testimony.

Vermculen was a decorated war
veteran, according to his son's testi-
mony, and was a “very good ahot.”

He sald his father had owned a
‘very powerful” 44-callber Smith &
Wesson mognum revolver for eight
or 10 years, and usually kept five of
the slx chambers loaded. The gun
had a “very light" trigger, the son
sald, which was “easily discharged
without 2 lot of pressure. It wouldn't
take much to squeeze off a round.”

LEWIS DIED Dee, 26, 1985, of a
gunshot wound to the chest, shot at &
close-range distance of 1.2 feet,
from right slde to left through the

Be a star for March of Dimes

‘You oughta be [n pictures and you
can, simply by jolning the fight
agalnst birth defects. A $50 donation
witl put your smiling face on televi-
sion,

“Be A Star” entry blanks are
avallable at two Fotomat locations,
35251 Grand Rlver and 28212 Or-
chard Lake In Farmington Hills, or
by calling the March of Dimes, Just
{ill out the entry form, which also
releases your photo for televislon,
and send {t and the pleture to the
March of Dimes. Plctures must be in
color, no larger than 8 by 10, no
smaller than 3 by 3. Photos are not
returnable and must be reccived by
the March of Dimes by June 6.

From there, you are on the road to
stardom via “Born America,” the
March of Dimes televislon cvent.
“Born America” will be broadcast
on June 28-29 on WKBD-TV50. You
will be notified in advance of your

TV appearance, 50 you can set up the
VCR.

Proceeds from “Be A Star™ bene-

11t the March of Dimes and research
into the prevention and causes of
blrth defeets.

Schools award bid

In order to prepare for the 1986-87
school year, the Farmington school
board voted Tuesday, May 6, to
spend $241,620 for bus chassis and
bodles,

The money was appropriated from
the proposed 1986-87 budget, which
will not be adopted unti] June 3,

Elght General Motors chassis will
be purchased from Red Holman
GMC of Westland for $128,403 and
the bus bodles from Hoekstra Truck
and Equipment Co. of Grand Rapids.

The local purchasc was bid

“the b

through Farmington Public Schools,
while the outof-town purchase was
bld through a county bid system, ac-
cording to Michael Flanagan, assist-
ant superintendent for finance,

“This is an area we've done a very
good job on,” he sald about the bus
malntenance and rotation schedule, -

Also awarded Tucsday was a
$13,049.50 low bld to Robert Cabi-
nets of Plymouth for renovation of
ome economics kitchen at
Dunckel Middle Schoel,
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chest cavity, accordlng to testimony
frem Oakland County chief medical
examiner Bill Brooks,

Both lungs and her heart were
perforated, causlng “griovous’” dam-

age, Brooks sald, He estimated that |

she dled Instantancously, sometime
“mid-morning, probably about 6
am,” '

“The body appeared to bo moved,”
he sald, clting blood smears and
dmlgluls on the body “out of keeping
with the wound.”

Vermeulen's ex-wife testified that
she tried to phone the defendant's
apartment “several times" the
morning of Dee. 26, but recelved no
answer. Vermeulen and Lewls were
scheduled to meet with a Farming-
ton attorney that morning to talk
about a divorce, according to previ-
ous testimony.

After taking her 17-year-ald son to
work on Dec, 26 at 1 p.m., Vermeu-
len's wife of 21 years vislted the
Farmington Hills apartment on Ver-

door for several minutes, she en-
tered the apartment, using a key
Vermeulen had glven her a few days
earullur, she sald, . o
lpon scelng a partlally nude
{female body laying on the apartment
floor, she “slammed the door and
left. X didn’t think she was dead — I
thought she was drunk,” Sharon Ver-
meulen sald, Vermeulen's ex-wife
had never met or talked with Lawis,
according to testimony. ’

SHE DROVE to a nearby phone
booth and after making two calls to
a friend. and her sister.ln-law,
Sharon Vermeulen again attempted
to call the Hills apartment, This

and Lewis was alrenrdy dead. Ac-
cording to testimony, Lewls' body
was “in the advanced stages of rigor
mortis” when police dlscavered her.

Vermeulen was transported to .

Botsford General Hospital In Farm-
Ington Hills, where he remained in
intensive care for several days with
two allegedly self-Inflicted gunshot
wounds to the chest. He was ar-
raigned at bedside by Hond on Dec.
8L

Testifying from the Hills police
department were lnvestigating offl-
cer David Loe, Sgt. James Whitcomb

and Offlcer James Jarrett, the first

officer to arrive at the scene.
Aceordl

time, the She g to pollee 1
then called the Farmington Hills Po-  there was no evidence of any type of
lice, she testified, struggle In the apartment.-A .44-cal-

Police and emergency medical
personnel found both Lewls and Ver-
meulen on the {loor of the Mulrwood
apartment at about 4 p.m. Dee, 26,
Accordlng to witnesses, the two were
next to each other, facing the same

iber Smith & Wesson magnum re-
volver, registered to :Vermeulen,

was found with the cylinder open un- .
der Vermeulen's right leg with three .

spent casings. A speed loader, bullets
a'::d an empty gun holster were also

dant Drive, After k on the was stll] alive found in the apartment.
T <7
IT'S THE LAW:
3 Nursing home patiants who quality for Medicald may legalty retain certain FR EE
monatary assals. Write of call for more informalion. It's all in our hotptyl | ¥0 COST OR OBLGATION
/ 2 N
Tames Wil | Dooklot “DID YOU KNOW? MOREY-SAVID FACTS!
AN HARRY 3. (Phono us or mail in this coupon.y
A\ Yes, | am interosted In more dotails. Ploase send me Acport #1
“Did You Know?"”
FUNERAL MHOMES, INC, [ Name:
JLOCATIONS—~ALL NEAR FREEWAYS Address:,
FRedlord — 25450 Plymouth Rd. City: Stale:.
Livonia — 37000 Six Mile Rd.  937-3670 ) P )
Dotroit — 4412 Livornois Ave. Zip: hone:

3 MORE MOWER. LESS MONEY. |

Ariens 21" self-propelled

mower gives you a smooth,

even cut — for a special price.

Features include:

« Powerful 5 hp engine with recofl
start

« Bagger-Vac*® Collection System
‘vacuums up to 2% bushels of grass
clippings and Jeaves

* Differentin} for easier trimming
* Variable speed control (1-3% mph)

A

POWER CHARGE-N-CARRY
Arlens home,
made before June 30,

[

d
Ask for detalls!

DELUXE RIDER
FREE BAGGER

with purchase of RM 830E
* Powerful 8 hp engine
«30" Flexn-Float mower deck
« Bagger-Vac ® Collection System
vacoums up ¢o 3.9 bushels of
grassclippings and leaves
+6 forward speeds and reverse
* Wide, pneumatic tires
* Local service and pasts
* Electric st

Sale prices explre 3-31-86

**Interest accrues from dace of purchase.
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As Low As

520* Month
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*With 15% down oo
sale price of 311016

AS Low A8 52 no.
th 13% Down on
Bale Price of 11449)

FARMINGTON HILLS
Bloomfield Outdoors

32805 Northwestern Hwy.
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Compare 3 Plecas
at '999

R THE ROOM THAT SAYS “YOU”....
“FINE FURNI_SHINGS, M_ODERN ACCESSORIES_ :

room & low profile. Long'
Ofelin fabrle in raversible soats
and cushions,

ntemporary styling glves this iiving
woasi

SOLID PINE
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' UNK BEDS ;
. Complete with bulit-In Indder. :
CLEARANCE -
o : *66
Wednesday, Thursday, Frida - ostal 1abio and four &
May21,22823  9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. e MATTRESS |
DO NOT MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY IT WILL NOT BE REPEATED! 3\ 2PC. tonorspringy [
CONDITIONS OF SALE 5 PIECE mainset | ;
1. Over 450 vehicl 7. 18k ledgabl. I e Y
AT e eagan e WOOD DINETTE - 88 |

2. No sales presentation due
to the nature of this sale.

3. Aill new 1988 model cars
and trucks,

. $
8. Appralsers will be present 159
during sale hours to allow )

}op dollar for your trade-
n.
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ICLUDES.,,
* Drosser

4, Allunits are tagged.with a * Mirtor 5
special clearance price. 9. Top used vehicle Comeweat‘eos » Hoodboard K
§. *100 deposit required at time of allowances will apply due COZY QUARTLRS® S
purchase, payable in cash, to demand for clean used LINCLUDING CHEST - K
money order or major credit cars and trucks. :,
card., i
. 6. Retall public only-absolutely no 10.Fast financing available at .
: dealers or wholesalers, the lowest prevalling rate. .
Cloarance site located at: | Pl Lo S Y l
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TO 11500 INB W.C.l. CREDIT LIN|

up 'ANT CREDIT E FOR TH
. VIBA, DINERS CLUB, CARTE BLANCHE, AMERICAN EXP! OSE WHO QUALIFY, MC,

REB8 AND DISCOVER ACCEPTED, .
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