WHEN THE final saga of Ip-
terstate 696 ultimately Is writ-
ten, a chapter should be devoted
to the tale behind the scheduled

Journal of a-2.by-6 legal notice
which has'been purchased to atd
in tracking down any unk

publication In today’s Wal! Street *

B | bifocals
5:":& 5 Fred:
\Q vy DeLano

helrs of -philanthropists Horace
H. and Mary Rackham,

This is the third and final
insertion of the notice and is run-
ning in all Journal editions, coast
to coast. It was sanctioned by
Oakland County Clreult Court,
will be paid for by the state of
Michigan, and was placed by Aty
torney Thémas H. "Healy of

sistant attorney general pertain.
Ing to land taken in.condemna.
tlon, :

The tab for the three insertions
amounts to $19,000 and change.
The fact that the Journal accept-

speaks well for, Lansing’s current
financial reputation,

Even if your name is Rip Van
Winkle and you have been asleep
for 20 years, you can remember
when arguments started about

1-696 corridor,

IT WAS the 7.9 mile center
section through Southfield,
Lathrup Village, Royal Oak
Township, Oak Park, Huntington
Woods, Pleasant Ridge, Royal
Ozk and Ferndale, joining I.75 in

- Hazel Park, that caused the up-
roar and brought a multitude of
legal roadblocks.

but construction actually is in
progress and Robert Tiura, I-696
ombudsman for the Michigan
Department: of Transportation,
tells me that all segments will be
completed and the entire high-
way open to traffic from begin-
ning to end before 1988 wears
out its welcome.

So what’s this thing about the
Rackham estate?

neer fnvestors in the automotive
industry, steered much of their
fortune into philanthrople ave.
nues, included being a’chunk of
land deeded on Nov. 4, 1924, to
the city of Detroit for a
" golf course on 10 Mile Road,

As I got the'story from Healy,
some wise legal mind saw to it
that the deed included a provi-
slon which would return the land
to “the grantors, helrs and assig-
nees” If it ever were used for
anything but a golf cgurse,

;.

Piymouth, who Is a specinl as..

ed the advertisment on credit’

the specific route of the proposed Fred

Rip, you may not belleve it,

Horace and wite, Mary, plo- -

public -

WHO COULD know that six
decades later there would be 8.5
acres in the southwest corner at
10 Mile and Scotla across which
the state of Michigan would like
to stretch a high-speed fréeway?
And what was a freeway, any-
way? Or high-speed? -

What that legal mind might .
have realized was the value of
$640,000 which is what the state
has offered for the parcel in
1986, .

The Rackhams were childless,
angd that has complicated mat-
ters. Focus of the search for
heirs has been on the descen-
dants of sisters and brotbers in
an - ever-expanding range, for
succeeding progeny have scat-
tered to the four winds across the
entire pation.,That's why Judge
M. Mester approved the
Wall Street Journal as a national

CaS h aWaitS for Fa:n;hgidh readers’
Rackham heirs
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Letters must be signed, orglinal coples and Include the address and telephone number
of the writer. None can be returned. Names will be withheld from publication anly for
sufficient reason. Letters should be limited to 300 words In most cases. We reserve
the right to edit them. Send letters to Readers’ Forum, Farmington Observer, 33203
Grand River Ave., Farmington 48024, - - . .
. lifestyle. While it’'s not hiway:l lﬁove to reject the plnn al!c;getﬁ- nest]y' : e that ;:nplhl punish.
GOOd health! wuy;, h::i is v:lhl o ndﬁ:::irtyme ::,‘ fow:ivage m:ll:ukt:‘ons‘agztl ment lan{xl‘)loth & pecessary and
: s lependence ang 3 er bet, and we 0w about  proper response. . I
a better life " Joseph Rightley, choirman the Social Security system.” : L. Brooks Patterson,
- . (Commlsston on Services .. 1 WesB P, g A y .
To the editor: * B tothe Aglng = " Birmingham’ - ... ;Oakland County
The importance of good health Rochester ) . :

is highlighted during, Older
Americans Month this May with
emphasls on ways to improve the
later years of life by maintaining
health and fitness, Individuals,
families, community groups,
business and ind are asked
to focus jndividually and collec-
tively on health education. R
The program's thrust is to cre-
ate a greater awareness of the
need to modify behaviors that
can lead to lifestyle diseases, - -
Added by the 1984 amendment
to the Older Americans Act, Title
VII — Older Americans Personal
Health Education and Trainlng
Program ~ Is the catalyst in en-
couraging the development of lo-
cal bealth education programs,
The title was authorized in re-
sponse to recommendations
made by the 1981 White House
Conference on Aging, which re-
quested geriatric health promo- |
!IOl‘i including elements of the

tool for use in the search.

The quest is for * and
unrepresented” helrs of Horcace
H. Rackham, Mary A. Rackt

pp — self-re-
sponsibllity, -physlcal  fitness,
stress

Charles Bussey, Myra Bussey,
Bryson Dexter Horton, Mabie
Patterson, Zera Horton Patter-
son and Wadsworth Warren,

SOME HAVE been located and
Healy says there has been fine
cooperation by those persons and
thelr legal representatives - in
trailing others. But unless they
are made known by June 30,
thelr right to any part of the

will be termi

ed

Those who do surface will
have the right to contest the
state's offer, and can even ask
{or a jury trial in an effort to get
a higher price if they choose.
Meanwhile, the stakes remain
those 840 big ones, with Judge
Mester's signature needed on the
final document, . -

1 understand that in such legal’
matters, the closer you nest to
the main trunk of the family tree
the more financlal eggs you
hatch, What a pity my only Uncle
Horace was thrice " removed
through a half-brother to my
maternal grandmother and was
named Weese, not Rackham.

nutritional
and environmental awareness, .

Title VII specifically calls for
the provision of leadership, re-
sources, and the

- al

Reporting is
professional

To the editor:, * -
We npprecigle Casy Hans' en-
" an

right course

Death penalty

Totheeditors - . :
. In a recent letter to the editor,

the writer Marvin Zalman took-

re-
portlng of our volunteers In your
Fi n Observer. They pro-
vide valuable services to the pa-
tlents, visitors and staff at Bots-.
ford General Hospita). Our vol-*
unteers truly enjoyed reading
your article, as well as the photo
coverage by Randy Borst,
. Adele Emer, director
Volunteer Services
(llolllord Hospital

Thanks for
‘good story %

\ Tothieeditor: .

I want to thank you for the”

pllon with my .
that capital punishment deters
the crime of murder, In fact, he
went 80 far as'to suggest that I
was deliberately misleading the
public as to the true facts.,

I sald in my published debate
printed In the Eccentrle: “My op-

" ponents in this newspaper debate

will claim there are no reputable
studles supporting the proposi-’
tion of deterrence from capital

Far gton Hillg

A"I'u't,i('i'n trust
fund is folly

LAY
' To the editor:

.

l;‘\‘Ilhe‘n examining Gov. Blanch-
's

d tuitl

y for the design of a un!.
form, standardized health educa-
tlon and training program.
Graduate education institutions
of publie health are involved in
the deslgn of the program. Its
implementation is through mu-
litpurpose senior centers. :

At the state level, Michigan's
health promotion initiative has
been In operation for several
months, Sponsored jointly by the -
State Office of Services to the
Aging and the Michigan Depart-
ment of Public Health, its theme
— For a Better Life in Michigan,
Seafon Your Days with Good
Health — encourages all citizens’
to eat right, exercise and use
medicine wisely. . -

The program recently
recelved a unanimous citation
from the federal Administration
on Aging Reglon V Office for
outstanding efforts,

Staying healthy as you get old-
er requires a personal commit-
ment to wellness and a healthy

Pprogram, the people of Michigan
must realize that this Is an elec-
tion year, and that those state
legislators who are up for re.
electlon are not about to oppose
an ideallstic plan to

p " What " they really
should be saying Is that there are
no studles that they choose to ac-
cept.” )

In his letter to the editor Mr.
Zalman has done exactly what 1
predicted critles would do: he
based his entire critlcism of de-
terrence on studies he chooses to
support and. simply- disrnieses
any opposing study as “weak.” I
guess that's what makes debates.

One further point brought'up .
. Zalman uires Te- :

by Mr. req!

sponse. He suggests that capital
punishment is a form of “brutal-
Ization” that breaks down tradi-
tional r on violent ‘be-

tuition. . -
The fact s that Gov. Blanch-

ard and state treasurer Robert . that

Bowman base the plan on foolish *
presumptions. In the first place,
they don’t. know if the return

from the planned tultlon trust Durin

fund would be taxed by the IRS,

havior. He wrote that he has
some additional studies to show

“13-1 stat

good article on the new .
du rules that appeared in
the Observer. I hope people who
read It are a bit reassured. B
- 1 suppose it did look as If-thosé
rules “salled through” the board,
meeting. You have to remembeg.
though that they'd been discussed,
for hours on cnd at several other
points during the two-year pro-,,

‘A8 you may know, the Michi. ‘ :
gan Association for Emotionally ¢
Disturbed Children still does'not

“endorse the rules. Every other-

organization covered by CAUSE!
has agreed to the final package. -

Fm'sure some are more en-
thusiastic than others, but all

‘'seem to appreciate the com-.

promises that had to be made in
order to get any rule changes at..
all. v

School Boards (MASB), School'
administrators (MASA) and the
teacher organlzations (MEA and
MFT) all supported the final

ge. - - . i
+'-T guess that one group not in'
agreement is the basis for yous:
t in the article. At'

y
after executions. My response is
that we have had 54 executions
in the last 20 years In America.
During those same two decades
we've had"approximatey 400,000

ders in It the trad-

Iso, if tuition rates i 3
fusuuj than- inflation, the : pro-

sources. The same would be true

+»Jf.veturng:from the fund'fall be.

low the state’s projections,

S0 Instead of trying to butter-
up their constituents ‘with this
poorly planned folly, the legisln-
tors over in should be
seeking answers to the plan’s
flaws' from the Blanchard Ad-
ministration, or they should

Bockwith Evana

¥u only: '
d famous makor Ho-
“10am ¢ i

pm; Saturday, M

A
at all Beckwith Evans atoros, DO!

posed system’ would have to be -
balled out by revenue from other

itlonal restraints on violent be<
bavior are breaking down I sug-

gest.the real culprit is the bru- .

- tallzation :brought about by the
devastation of 400,000 innocent
viclims,

Lastly, MIT published a study
several years ago concluding
that a baby born in Detroit sta-
tistically bas a better chance of
being shot and killed than any
soldler In World War IL That'’s
the brutalization for which I ear-

o cholce 1o
1g'as the pavinga. T o‘srr;lu

Fay 26th and Fanda

any rate, the polnt ‘was clearly -
made that agreement had beex”
reached — even If everyound
wasn't delighted with it. B
At least something is In the
works to update the procedures
and we're set to evaluate as we:
go along. Thanks for the bal-
anced reporting. T
Hope to see you in Lansing af:
the state board meeting whenev-
er you have the chance. Not'
many press, people attend, and’
we do cover some important iss!
sues. «

Do . B
Dgrothy Beardmore, trustee,.
State Board of Education
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BEAUTIFUL THROW RUGS
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A Speclal Group of
OVER 200
CARPET ROLLS

Complotal Installod Over Pad)
JUST 2 EXAMPLES, .. MANY, MANY MOREI
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KARASTAN ORIE
DESIGNS
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Your cholce of the house. Eoch ond every
carpet remnont wo own Is already
down 25% to 40% off. iis orlginal ‘price.” [{
Now thay're marked down even more, fo
save you... R

- /2 OFF 3=

morked

alzes ond styles—200 units.
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