Weekends tell whodunit!

By Carmina Brooke
spaclal writer

ICKEY HEALD of Farm.
ington produces horrible
entertainment, and in

four months without ad-
vertising, his new buslness s boom-

ng.
Last fall, Heald was teaching in
*Akron, Ohlo, when a friend asked
him to manage a Murder Mystery
:V]cckend in the Aurora Sheraton Ho-
el,

“1 had never heard of mystery
weekends,” he sald, “It originated in
England and came to the USA about
seven years ago. Now it is big busi-
ness:” .
The murder mystery game is a
new, often unpredictable, form of
cntertalnment. Players are partlci-
pants In the plot. Tmprovisation Is
rampant and anything can happen.

Heald and assistant Ed Postif of
Pilymouth are so taken with this new
form of entertainment they conduet
a full-time business of writing, pro-
duclng and managing mystery par-
tles for hotels, corporations and prl-
vate gatherings that ean last three
hours or three days, Guests may to-
tal 20 or 200, .

HEALD 1S A FORMER Ohlo high
school teacher of English literature
and theatrical arts and a graduate of
Kent State Unlversity.

He heads an acting crew of 20, in-
cluding & woman who teaches gllted
children, theatrical arts students
who work for expenses, hired profes-
stonals and contributing writers.

“This Is typleal of theater, We
have production aspects, but we play
party host plus handle business ar-
rangements for guests and actors..
We act as an extenslon of the hotel,*
Heald explained,

Beginning price for a one-night
parly 1s-$800, A weekend packnge
costs hotels between $2,000 and
$4,000.

“We create a scenarlo and plot
around a special evént — a wedding,
a clasg reunlon, a vacation weekend."
People come dressed for a wedding
and ond up with a wake,” he sald,

SOME STORYLINES ravolve
around drug smuggling, a child’s bid
ttentlon, o

N

/

to script, however, During onc of
Heald's weekends an elderly wonan
faked a heart attack, Hotel claks
asked, *DIgn’t you just have anoter
death? Shoulda't we call the ambu-
lance?” When Heald answered ng ho
was told, “There's a lady on the
ficor. We didn’t think it was i!or
real” N

A pollceman-actor was sent t0 jer.
He stooped and whispered, *An {m-
bulance Is coming to administer teal,
oxygen, glve you & real Intravenbus
and a real medical bill.” She Iled
an eyelid and announced, *I am phy-
Ing the Game!” J

“WE FIND supersleuths who get
off the couch and attack the charye-
ters, Othiers just sit and lnugh. Ivsan
energetic and draining experience.”
Heald sald,

Heald was booked at a birthday

rty

or or a
nightelub St, Valentine's Day massa-
cre. And one or a dozen people dle.
One problem Is how not to ruln the
furniture with gore, Heald sald.

Actors mix with guests and guests
don't know who Is lying. After a
murder, interrogations are conduct
ed, clues are left to cloud suspicions
and sometimes arrests are made,

“We don’t do anything dangerous,
Only the actors come into conflict.
Everything is carefully planned,*
safd Heald,

Things do not always go according
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Pearl’s \Q@
Garden

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine
Luncheons » Dinners « Carry Out Orders

Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM » Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Sat. 12-11 PM » Sunday 12-10 PM

469 S. Woodward « Birmingham

644-2913

<

=

pa y, for a
man, starting in Detrolt and movhg
to the Holly Hotel, This horribly -
tertaining night of mystery ~was
planned by his wife, |
Mickey Heald moy be reachtd assistant €d Postif,
at Mystery for Hire, phone 47;:-
4649,

Farmington resident Michel Heald (right) and ~ ¢
who lives In Plymouth,
show some of the tools of their trade as orga-
nizers of mystory weekends. Curious maps,

Thureday, May 22, 1688 O&E

Btaf photo
, pistols, notes written in
blood, and sovered hands are among the

ghoullsh props that may give clues to party
guests, who track down an elusive Killer,

1,0 AND ENTERTAINMENT
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Now
avallable
at all

GYROS

A delicious sandwich madl with
.

@ Local news you can use € Local news you ¢

dexa’:; e . i
FrimeTime
for Prime Rib overs!

No bull — just a thick, deliclous cut of Julcy prime rib

ded by a tender
salad, Olef Enjoy Friday from 6 p.m,

I NORTHFIELD HILTON

Crooks at{-75 « Troy  879-2100

potato and a fresh scasoned

y R

BRUNC!

REAT NEW
HES BLOSSOM
AT 333 EAST.

Welcome Spring with a sumptuous Sunday brunch at
333 East. It's the city's newest, most exciting brunch
that's guaranteed to bloom into a perennial favorite, Qur
delectable buffet hosts a tasty selection including smoked
salmon, roast sirloin of beef, waffles made to order, omelette
station, fresh fruits, breads, delicious desserts and much *
more, Impeccably served amidst the soft sounds of our own
harpist. Only $13.50 for adults and $6.95 for children under
12, Sundays blossom into Fun-days at 333 East.

Reservations recommended at 222-7404.

ERNATIONAL HOTEL
O Iyzemniamionial

333 Eas‘l‘]v”nrsnn Avenue, Detroit, M1 48226

€198 Omni Hotels

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
IN CONCERT - 2-4 PM

SUNDAY : MAY 25th
JOHANNA BETH BOWERS
Flute 85 Piano

MONDAY : MAY 26th
ALEXANDER ZONJIC
.JAZZ QUARTET

SOMERSET MALL
OPEN SUNDAY & MONDAY
MNOON to5:00 PM
Big Beaver Road gt Coolidge, Troy

d meats and served onfluffy Pita HAM S
bread with fresh onlons. tonatoes HORN
and a tangy cucumber sawe. Locations
. -

BRUNCHES: £

. IR
* A dazzling, ever-changing array of breakfast,
luncheon and dinner favorites and pastries too
numerous to mention, :{
« No compromise is ever fade with quality or
freshness. R

o
» Elegant ambiance of the Kingsley dining rooms,
« White linen silver service!

* Adults *9.95, Children 7 & under *4.95

L SUNDAY DINNER
__ SERVICE FROM 2:0 PM - 10:00 PM

Fasfion lunches
Today's fashions
" Monday, Tuesday.
Thursday, and Friday.
Enloy delicious lunches
‘anddazzlingstyles
that'll make you shine.
Complete catering
Our gourmet food will
travel to your Jocation.
And we'll work within
your budget. sa you'll
have afourstar affalr.

Business funcfies
Culside of your
boardroom, Jacques fs
the perfect place to
meet. The food and
amblence will serve to
make you a star,
Romantic diners
Contlnental culsine.
fing wine. and a
secluded table for
two..the rest is In the
stars.

* For
reservations call
642-1373
30100 Telegraph
N of 12 Mile)

ST MADY'S GRSNARD LARE
S POLISH

E e

MAY 23rd, 24th, 25th & 26th <
FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY AND MONDAY :
Polish Dinnerse Arts & Craftss Vegas Room
+ Beer & Wine+ Ridess Snackss Auction-
« Raffie 1986 Ford Aerostars Bingo: Sat., Sun., Mon.
C « Bandse Dance Groups

. Featuring the Fabulous T,
PUGH SHOWS CARNIVAL

Ride All Day For Only *10. per Person
e tickets also ) '

Experiance The German Roller Coaster - THEFLITZER [
Featuring over 1000 \‘gel of (enang trackl . .

} . Friday6-11, Sat. 12-11

Sun. 12-11, Mon. 12-8

LAKEFRONT SETTING -
IDEAL FOR FAMILY QUTINGS |
Bring Your Family & Frien




