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By Joanno Mallszoweki
- staft wrlter

The Farmington Hills City Clerk’s

practice of aut 1

cally maillng abscntee voter appli-

catlons to residents 60 years of age
and older has been discontinyed.

The city elerk's office will cont/n-
ue to mail absentee voter applica-
tlons to residents who request them

*In wrlting or by telephone, City
Clerk JoAn Reynolds said,
A request for absentee voter appll-
+ cations must be made prlor to each
electlon, Including the special Tucs-
day, Junc 24 clectlon for parks and
reereatlon development, and the
‘Tuesday, Sept. 23 special electlon re-
questing approval of 2 bond issue for
* road improvements,

Those who vote by absentee ballot
In the state, federal and county Tues-
day, Aug. 5 primary wlill be asked at
that time If they want an absentee
ballet for the Tucsday, Nov. 4 clec-
tion, Reynolds added.

City offictals plan to inform senlor
citizens of the change In procedure
through the bimonthly elty
newsletter as well as by individual
letter. Information about the new
absentee ballot application proce-
dure will be Included In the clty’s
next newsletter, prior to the June 24
spectal electlon request for 0.5-milt
levy for parks and recreation devel-
opment and facititles.

THE LETTERS will be mailed to
those senior cltlzens who responded
fn a poll last year that they still-

wanted automatle applicatlons, Rey-
nolds sald.

Last year's poll was conducted to
update the list of scnlor citizens
wanting applleations. “We also
recelved hundreds of cards back say-
Ing 'don't send {t {application) to
me,” Reynolds satd,

The Farmington Hills City Council
agreed to discontinue the practice of

letter in a §-2 vote. Mayor Joe Alka-
'teeb and Counciiman Ben Marks
were opposed,

‘Marks told councll he preferred to
continue with the former practice of
automatically malling the appllca-
tlons to senfer cltizens. “I would llke
to return to that procedure,” he said,
adding he could not see the harm in
mailing the applications with the

malling and
inform residents of the change only
through the newsletter,

Concerned thal many senlor citl-
zens would not read (he newsletter

clty )
BUT SiNCE the city cstablished
the automatle mailing of absentee
ballot applications to senior cltizens
in the late 19703, more resldents

or.miss the notice In it, R

have avaited of the pro-

Reynolds sald.

Because the June 24 and Sept. 23
speclal elections are the first such
clectlons in the clty's hklgw. Rey-

Sallots no longer sent automatically

aware there will be an automatlc
drop In the number of people vot-
Ing,” Reynolds told council last
week, lgllowlng discusslon n the
'y

nolds asked councHl for re-
garding the ballot application proce-
dure,

“To date, we have not had a spe-
clal election and because of the costs
associated with this absent voter ap-
plication policy, feel the need for
specific direction frem councll,”
Reynolds said, in a report to councll.

Bascd on recent past state, county,
federal and city elections, the ap-
proximate cost of malling about
and ballots to-

asked counci! to approve the mailing  cedure and costs have con-

of additional lctters to those seafor  slderably, Reynolds sald.

citizens still on the list for When the p: was begun,

applications. only about . 1,500 automatlcally
Council the add receiv Prior to last

Service to mentally ill lauded

Dorothy McQueen of Farmingion
Hills was named 1986 Public Citlzen
of the Year by the Mlchigan Chap-
ter-National Association of Soclal
Workers.

McQueen, an active velunteer,
was chosen for her dedicatlon to
serving the mentalty 1.

In 1978, when a family member
became mentally ill, she founded the
Alllance for the Mentally 11l of Mich-
igan. The altlance is a self-help
group for famitles of people suffer-
Ing from mental lliness.

She has served as president of the
Parents and Relatlves Assoclation of

Budget
date set

Farmington City Council recelved
few comments at the May 19 public
hearing for the proposed $3.7 mllllon
1986-87 ity budget.

The city Is proposing to maintaln
the same millage rate, with adjust-
ments for the increased state equal-
ized property values.

There are "no new services antici-
pated, or amy services cut,” City
Manager Robert Deadman told the
audience.

Comments on the “well-present-
ed” and “conservative” budget were
heard, as well as individual ques-
tions about the cily's muscum and
histerical commilssion budgets.

Budget adoption s slated for Mon-
day, Junc 2, durlng the next regular
clty councli meeting.

RUK Rol
o

Clinten Valley Center (Michigan De-
partment of Public Health), and is
chairwoman of the center's Citizens
Advisory Counell.

McQueen Is a
graduate of the
Detroft Conserva-
tory of Muslc and
taught piano and
theory from 1958 g
to 1965,

The honor was
given to McQueen
at a banquet May Dorothy
16 at the Macki- McQueen
na¢ Hotel. Macki-
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The incredibly slim,
credit-card size
Seiko Travel Alarm.

nac Island, In conjunction with the
chapter’s 10th annual conference.

Another Farmington Hills woman,
Elizabeth Field, of Millestoncs Un-
limlted, was a guest speaker at the
conference, which offered 34 other
workshops, ranging from toples like
childhood incest, to medical soclal
work in the year 2000, and the death
penalty,
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year's clty councl) clection, 8,000~
9,000 applications were mailed. In
addltion, three-to-five clty clerk ofi-
fee workers are needed to process
applications and absentee ballots,

A
taled $14,000. The total Iincludes
printing of applications and ballots,
postage for applications and ballots,
envelopes and extra office help to
process applications.

BECAUSE FARMINGTON Hills
has never had speclal elections in its
history before, “I want you to be

3

Last year's city council election
drew 6,312 total volers, of which
3,126 voted by absentee ballot, Rey.
nolds sald.

While city officials have discontin-
ued the automatle mailing of applj.
cations, residents — other than those
60 years of age and older — may
still request absentee ballots by
phone or mail, if they qualify.

Absentee ballots are avallable to
any voter in Farmington Hills who
wlil be absent {rom the communlty
during poll hours; i3 physleally un-
able to attend the polls; cannot at-
tend the polls on election day be.
cause of religlous tencty; fs an’elec.
tion offlcer in a precinct other than
thelr own; Is 60 years of age and old-
er; or Is unable to attend because of
imprisonment.
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Meet a Royal Douiton
Figurine Painter
May 24, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

3 . 6 p.m,, Gifls, Birmingham
See a Roya! Doulton {raditlon
of imagination, beauty and
style come alive through the
artistry of Irls Edwards
during her figure painting
demonstratlons. Since the
flrst “Toby" character Jugs
were made by Royal Douiton
In the 19th century, thalr
fine craftsmanship has been
recognized and collected as
art to be treasured by every
generatlon. Today, delicate
brush strokes of the Royal
Doulton artisans continue to
glve unlque character and
expresslon to each figurine.
Irts Edwards wlil answer
questions and slign the
pieces you select to begin
or add to your collection.

Come Visit Our Newest
American House -

Retirement Residence

ing

Reservations at Our 2

New Buildings Opening
This Summer.

We offer securicy and companion.
ship in our beautiful residences
with large private suites, 3 meals
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