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Cruise on the Rhine i

T IS A COOL spring morning
on the Rhine River in Ger-
many. :The tourist season

- hasn't really started yet so

there are not-many people here
with me on the riverfront at Linz
o sty ol passe

ew of my fellow ngers
have strolled futo Linz to phuhggnph
the hall-imbered buildings in the
Sunday morning light, or to attend
services in the mediceval church, but
most are just Hnishing breakfast on
the KD crulse;ship Italla, moored

nearby amid b row of international
flags,

Most of the ac-
tivity Is on the riv-
: er itsclf, where
long low frelght
barges make a
constant moving
foreground be.
tween .the pletur-

jue villages that
Iris ﬁnqe both banks of
Jones the Rhine,

————%— The Rhine Is
similar in width and style to the De-
troit River, wider in the north, nar-
rower in the south, but the boats
have 2 differéat Jook because these
ships don't go-out into the rough
weather of the treat Lakes, or down
a seaway to the-ocean, as our Salties
and Lakers do,

RHINE HOLIDAY boats cruise
the whole 800 mile stretch of the
Rhine River from Basel, Switzor-
land, just downriver from Lake Con-
stance, through the river clties of
Germany andithe Netherlands to
Rotterdam near the North Sea,

I am with a press group taking a
taste of @ Rhine cruise along part of
that route, from Dusseldorf to
Mannheim in Germany,

This glves us a morning In Col-
ogne, a few days in the popular Mid-
dle Rhine area, a bus detour down
part of the Mosel Rlver and a good
look at the famous castles that top
every hill along what Is known as the
Romantic Rhine.

There arc scveral cruise lines on
varfous parts of the Rhine, but most

of the docks In Germany are for the -

KD German Rélne Line, largest and
oldest passenger cruise lne on the
Rhine, which Nas been crulsing the
river under varlous names for 150
years,

KD HAS EIGHT cabin ships sall-

Ing varlous itineraries up and down -

cither the Rhine or the Mosel rivers,
with speclal cruises to explore such
things s the Holland tulips or the
German wine cellars,

The cruises are elther first class
or Europa class; the main difference
seems to be that first class glves you
flve courses far lunch and dinner,
while the Eurepa class only gives
you three.

Cruise ships ke this are pleasant
and comfortable but basic, They are
not like Caribbean cruise lines, al-
though most-KD ships have small
swimming pdols aboard, The Italla is
341 feet long and carries up to 192
passengers in 96 cabins.

0 rooms are compact, reminl-
scent of a sall boat: a small shower
and toilet, washbasin tucked behind

a cupboard door, a small table be.

slde the window and two single beds
~ a day couch that wears a thin
mattress-at night and a single bed
that pulls down'feom the wall.

THERE ARE three public areas
where we spend our on-board time: a
large glass-walled lounge for drink-
Ing, snacking,~reading and socializ-
Ing whilo the river soonesy goss by,
a large open-sundeck, and a large
dining room, also well-windowed for
the view."- = X

The food™f5° excellent. It i3 of
course included In the price of your
ticket, but add the cost of wino and
drinks to your budget. You should
also be prepared to spend about §60

week on tfps, usually glven in one |

/fump sum at'the end of the trip,

‘This has been the coldest apring ln
more than @ century, but summer
crulsers shonld flnd pleasant warm
weather and-occasional summer rain
on the Rhine, as the Romans, Celts,
Franks, Vikings and World War IT
watrlors did before them.

Most of (he mafor cltics on the
‘west bank — known here as the “left
bank” — .ware founded by the

Romans, Th¢XPmans brought Chris- -

tlanity to Europe, 50 many of today's
beautifal cathedrals, lke the stun-
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ning two-splred cathedral In Col-
ogne, were bullt on the ruins of an-
cient Roman churches,

THE ROMANS also brought the
grape vine to the area, and wine has
made the Rhine Valley rich ever
since Charlemagne brought both
peace and trada to this river country
at the turn of the ninth ceatury.

Wine profits allowed the people to
build the stone and wooden houses
that still make carved rooflines in
the pleturesque villages on elther
side of the river. Plan to drink a Iot
of it, along with the good German

T,
A Rhine cruise is a combination of
hipb life, mostly

on food and drink, and regular ex-
cursions ashore,

In our case that meant touring
Cologne, riding the funicular railway
up the mountain at Koenigswinter,
drinking wine in old castles at Linz
and Markshurg, wandering the nar-
row streets and visiting the wine
museumn at Rudesheim, taking a side
trip to Cochem on the Mosel and

" playing & lttle roulette in the casino

at Wlesbaden,

cruise boats lino up at the wharves of
Cologne. Those who take part enjoy days of
dining sumptiously and relaxing on board tho

s a vacationer’s find
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YOUR CRUISE experience may
differ from mine, depending on the

ships, punctuatod by atops to visit the citios
located on the Rhine.

Cologne {in German its Kojn), Kob--
lenz, Gernshelm (with a side trip to

Itinerary you choose, KD
the Basel-to-Rotterdam route fn
1960, and now has 400 sailings on
various European waterways be-
tween March and October.

The weather - Is chancy early
spring and late fall; the tourist traf.
fic is heavy July and Scptember if
you can get them.,

First-class cruises on the Deutsch.
land, Brittania and France cost $609
10 §678 for the five-day cruise down-
stream {rom Bascl to Rotterdam,
$638 to $705 for the five-day crulse

ups| 3

Four-day Europa-class crulses be-
tween Basel and Nljmegan are one
day shorter and have less claborate
meal service; $340 to $409 for the
three-day northbound sailing, $380 to
ul(B for the four-day southbound
trip. - - P

MORE LEISURELY three-coun-
cruises of the same duration op-
crate between Strasbourg and Am.
sterdam, at fares of $371 to $409 for
three days and $411.to $448 for four

days, Itineraries vary butall include
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Speyer,
the wine villages of Boppard and Ru-
desheim, and the castle towns of

scenle stretch between Koblenz and
Trier, which cost $175 to $209 for

explore speclal crulses such as the

Braubach and Oberwelel,
There are also 50 sallings on the
Mosel River, especlally the. most

two days and $244 to $261 for three
days. If they fit the rest of your trav-
el schedule, you might also want to

waterways of Holland, a floating
wine seminar, or a speclal five-coun-
try cruise that includes Antwerp in
Belgium. It you can’t do the whole

Rhine River cruse, you canalsobuy § 1 your know WHERE, WHEN & HOW you want to travel,
2 portion of It under certaln circum- | yoU can Uy at cost price pius @ small booking fee -
N - . . N For Information call: 643-8120 ]

For more information on Rhine We now discount mast schodulod
Rlver cruises contact your trave! Dhceg::l!‘: m"-‘mﬂ il o m':m.' Wm e Gndtes,
agent, * - L . =
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