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En joying

o EIDELBERG, West
N Germany — The flrst
law of travel is to go
where the local people
80, so we were all there together
at the Red Ox Inn: six American
women singing German songs,
three American couples looking
on with disdain, two young
Koreans learning the rites of
friendship, two young Jay
couples laughing hysterically at
the food they had ordered, four
mlddle-aged Spanish women
who couldn't read the menu and
a Spanish child who wouldn't eat
anything on it anyway.

The only Germans in the old
timbered room were the wait-
ress, a plano player who knew all
the words to Sweet Georgia
Brown and an elderly couple
with polished faces who were ob-
viously tourists too.
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The Gasthof
zum Roten Oxen
Is one of the two
* “historic student
taverns™ listed in
the guldebook to
Heldelberg, the
city made fa-
mous by the mu-
sical anties of
Jones “The Student
e— . Prince,"soweall
went to the small restaurant/pub
to see how the local people lived.
We followed the gnusical sounds of
Eidelwels Into the Roten Oxen,
where students have over the dec-
ades scratched their names into the
bare wooden tables and hung their
memorabilia from the timbered cell-
ing. Somebody's grandmother was,
of course, starlng out at us from a
framed photograph on the wall,

THE FIRST thing we saw befarc
we fully turned the corner into the
small room was an elderly German
couple — a man with a pollshed
face, sitting erectly in his sult and tie
and his cheerful wife, carefully
dressed in a suit and with a feather
In her hat. She was trying to cat din-
ner but she couldn't manage it be-
cause she was laughlng so hard into
her bratwurst.

The source of her laughter soon

came Into view: slx American wom.
cn singing “Eldelweiss! Eldelwelss”
at the top of their lungs In what
turned out to be a Texas accent.
. They were having a whale of a
- time, thumpling thelr steins against
- the table and shouting musleal in-
structions to the piano player pound-
ing away agalnst the far wall,

We were the only people scated at
> the long wooden table against the
near wall, but we could see every-
-* thing: the four tables in our part of

the room, half the plano and half of

the small table that disappeared
. around the corner into the second
part of the room.

THE YOUNG Korcan cauple, in
their early twenties, shopping bags
piled around their chairs, were talk-
ing earnestly to another couple hid-
den avound the corner at the other
end of the table.

They weren't speaking Korean or
German or English, as far as I could
tell; they may have been speaking all
three [n a valiant attempt to make
contact, Thal's what ail of us ended
up dolng before the night was done,
talking with our hands and our feet.

‘The waitress in the black dress
and white apren brought the menu
and I ordered as I always do, by say-
ing In the local tongue “what’s the
specialty of the house” and then “IIl
have it.”

fris

ltvered, each order a full meal, the
laughter at that table turned into
hysterics, punctuated by amused and
amazed bursts of Japancse as thelr
order became clear to them.

They had ordered everythlng,
plates full of dinner salad, platters
of chicken, great spreads of hot sau-
sage. Enough for cight or 10 peaple,

I couldn’t understand a word of
course, but my fantasy Is that they
Just dropped in to this historic stu-
dent tavern for a drlnk and some tid-
bits before going elsewhere for din-

or.

The stage was set at that point for
the mlddie-aged Spanlsh women, and
the 12-year-old Spanish glrl, who en-
tered the room and were placed at
the other end of our table.

THEY TOO .had obvlously read
the gulde book and were looking for
lacal color,

The Spanlsh were scated agaln at
our table. The Japanese travelers
were carrying plates of food across
the room to them. The Spaniards,
confused, weve politely but flrmly
refusing it.

My permanently engraved final
impresston is of o pretty young Jap-
ancse glrl standing in front of our
table pushing a platter of welner
schnltzel in thelr direction.

« She couldn't speak Spanish efther
50 she tried to give it away in broken
English, rubbing her stomach to
show how full they were, holding her
folded hands in front of her face,
prayer-siyle, begging them to take
it. They wouldn't take it. They polnt-

ed blindly at the menu.

It was the Korean couple that fi-
nally broke the spell. They got up to
Icave, shaking around shaking hands
with everybody clse in the room say-
ing “thank you, thank you™ as they
backed bowling towards the door
wlth thelr shopping bags,

The six American women asked
for their bill and starled looking for
the bathroom.

The four Japanese tourists pushed
the food to one side and lit ciga-
rettes. The Spanish women learned
to thelr surprise that they had or-
dered omelets and white asparagus
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ight on the town, Heidelberg style

Enjoying
themselves at tho
¥ Red OxInn -
i oncof two
“historic atudent
B taverns' listed in
§ the Heldelberg
guidebook — are
agroup of
travelers trom the
| United States at
the table below
g and a Korean and
American couple
toasting each
other.

Heidelberg is a city made famous b 14
the Sigmund Romberg operetta, ‘The
Student Prince.’
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for everybody, Including the 12-year-
old gir] who dldn’t llke eggs,

It was the most colarful evening
I've experlenced in a long time, but
there wasn't a stroke of local color
in it. Not even the plano player; as
we left he was In the second chorus
of “Sweet Georgla Brown.”
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‘This has led me Into
culinary trouble over the years, but
this time it just got me a good thick
meat and vegetable soup, which is

. exactly what I wanted,

OUR TABLE tock up one wall of

- ; the room, with the Korean couple

~- and half the plano player visible to

. our right. We faced three other long

- tables set at right angles in front of
us. -

The women singing German songs
with the loving accent of ‘Dallas, -
* Texas, clrcled the table in the corner
"+ to the right, Three stylishly dressed
,” young Ametican couples, ope in
! spats and white suspenders, sat at
. the second table; they were cbvious-
- ly too sophisticated to joln thelr fol-
low American tourists in song,
.- The (hird table was occupicd by
two young Japanese couples who ob-
viously did not speak cither German
or English, They were having a hi-
larlous time trying to understand the
meny, while the waitress stood by
tapplng her foot.
They finally decided to try this

and that and that and thls, polnting =

o various indecipherable descrip-
{lons of German culinary wonder,

IN RETROSPECT, I think they
expected the tny bors d’oiovre sized -
servings they might have been given
In tha Orient, When t’he food wes de-
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Days of Old
The Heritage Festival, August 22.24.
‘The spirit of Americana comes alive apain during

Ypsilanti's Heeltage Festival, belng held on
August 22,23, and 24, Tradition and architectuee
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the Ypsilanti Arca Visltors and

Canvention Durcau at {313) 4824920,

YRALANTI .
—FETVALTO0

. Scuthese Michigan ~ Wheee the Cood Fecting Stattst

eaet Mu higin
laved & L

Avis
weeks will make

SuperValue |

your day.

SuperValue Weekly Rates

395
145

Faeteld County, Conn. North Cataling Knhode [y
tongistand. nio Upstate New York
tanhattan QOklahama uvian

5 k Airports Vaninont

Mot New Jersey South Careling Vaging

Viestcheslet Tennessee Wesl Vuginia
Tex; nhark
v

M5 13

Anzona Catiforria Connecticul
Torida Colorado Arstiis L' iy
o Georga e
Hauston Ninois. District of Columbia
Inchana ldaho
toviy Kansas
Kentuchy Mane
Louisiana Maryland
Michran Massachusetts
Mmaesols Mrssoun
Mississippi Nebraska

New Hampshire

New Mexico Pennsylvany

Yashington
Wisconsin
141401 4 Chevro'et Chevelte o 1 umdat sutxompact group e

Avis SuperValue Rates are available across America, And
Ihey're backed by our famous "We try harder* spirit” For
details, see your fravel consultant or call us at 1-800-331-1212,

D v

v

Ao oty GH cars, Coevralel Chisette N
Tatay Caty sutrect ) i 1 utect (neh, .
vt e B b vt g apgly Cars munt tee eenied | ,,J,'-‘h“ o, Fhunty, Same gity
o, cve 13 ats it oe Finel wpoce. R - ¢
Pleme enckcne 1.00 o poutae snd handling netindnd ¢ Dty by Keal A Gt Spstemn. e bt Serece chacges, taies R i



