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Across Farmington, parents and
children are undergoing what has be-
come a late spring ritual for the
young — kindergarten roundup.

Excited and anxious children are’

sent to a classroom to,become more
acquainted with thelr new teachers
and school.

Meanwhile, thelr equally exclted
and anxlous parents sit in the
school’s medfa center sipping colfea
and listening to a rundown on what
thelr children will learn in kinder-
garten.

For some parenls reared on the
Mlckey Mouse Club instead of Sesa-
me Street, that hour In the media
center can be a revelation, Reading,
writing and arithmetle hnve moved
lnlo kindergarten.

“We're doing much more academ-
{cally,” sald Virginia Webber, a kin-
dergarten teacher at Gill Elementa.
ty School since 1976. A teacher sifce
1951, she's been with the Farming-
ton Publle Schools since 1867,

ITISN'T unusual for klndergnru:n
students to bo given math and begin-
ning reading workbooks,

Children start off with Alpha
Time, a phonles program emphasiz-
ing recognition of consonant and
vowel sounds, Stuffed characters
with distinct personallty tralts rep-
resent the letters of the alphabet.

Kmdergarten academlcs
It's a long way from the Mickey Mouse Club to Sesame Street

to offer reading at the klnderxnrlcn
level. Some children aren't ready for
it,” said Becky McKee, who's com-
pleting her first year teaching kin.
dergarten at Gill Elementary

School. She taught davelapmmtnl'

kindergarten for four years
Alameda Early Chlld.hood Centcr.

“WE, BY that 1 mean educators
and parents, wero caught up In a
bandwagon, Educators forgot that
children need to go throy
kinds of patierns,” Ruiter sald,

Parents sometimes comphln to
Ruiter that Farmington's early

- childhood preschool classes don't In-

clude rending lessons, Unlike de-
velopmental kindergarten classes,
the preschool is based on a tuition,

“Stnce 1t's a tuition-based school, 1
can counsel them out of the pro-
gram,” Rulter sald, He has douhts
about the validity of pressing a 4-
year-old to read. “You can’t rush de-
velopment. You can't teach a child
to walk. They'l! walk when they're
ready.””

McKee observes, “Too many
ple are trying to rush children,’

Looking back at ywnutem who
attended school when

very smart but he can't use what he
knows unless he's physically and
cmoumwlly ready,"” Webber sald,

Each spring in the anl.ugton
public school district, students who.
will be old enough to attend kinder-
garten In the fall take the Gesell de-
velopment tests,

‘The tests are based on the educa-
tional philosaphies of Arnold Gesell,
who earlier in the century evolved
the view that all children go through

certalo, almost predictable ltlga of .

devalapment.

ch child goes through these
stages at his own pace. Gesell's pro-
panen!s belleve that children are
ready to begin school only after
they've attained a certain level of bl
ologleal, social and emotional devel-
opment.

ON A certain adult emotional
level, secing thelr child formally
recognized as having attalned a cer-
tain- level of development can be
gratifylng to parents.

For those parents ‘who recelve the
suggestion that thelr 5-year-old
needs anather year before beginning
klndergmen, the Guell test can bc

became academically much more
ambitious, - Rulter retalna those
‘doubts,

“TWENTY YEARS later we're
beglnning to see some of our young-
sters nmn'l dolng s0 well, Somu are

the year prog , students
can move lnlo using basic reading
texty, 'opcorn” and “Danc-
ing Ducks, "publuhcd by Laidlaw,
Although the curriculum has
changed, children remain basically
the same, some educators say.
“Children haven't. changed. De-
velopmentally, they're the same as

children 50 years ago,” sald Richard - high

Ruiter, early education supervisor at
Falrview Early Childhood Center.

Kindergartens have elumged with
soclety.

IN THE anrly '80s the emphasis
began to shift from sandboxes to sel-
ence lessons. Trends in education
dritted away from traditfonal kin.
dergartens with their play times,
nap times and snack times.

Instead of concentrating on activl-

* ties auch as bullding blocks and puz-
. 2tes which hone hand-eye coordina-
tion, the natlon's kindergartens be-
. gan to focus on academies.
*  Workbooks in reading and math
: began to appear on kindergarten ta-
{ bles. Parents began to expect thelr
; children to Ienrn more at an earller
: age. i
“Soctety emphasizes reading at an

Kelly Garver and camllne Gey
are completing preparations for
their trip to Muskegon, a round of
* pacties, Interviews, rehearsals and
preliminaries leading up to the Miss
Michigan Pageant. The week will
culminate with the crowning of Miss
Michigan 1986 Saturday, June 14,

Garver won the title of

early age. And schools are expected

Chlldren who begln school too ear-
1y have difficulty coping with stress.
{ul times in thelr educational ca-
reers, The fourth grade is a tough
time, Rulter suggests, Class work
moves from concrete to abstract
thought. Other stressful times.are
the moves into middle school u.nd

schools: - -

Thesp discoveries don't mean that
kindergartens are returaing lu
strictly playtime activities,

“Kindergartens shouldn’t go back
to what they were 20 years ago,” Ru.
iter sald.

““Then, most children didn’t have a
nursery school experience. It was
rare. And even if they did, it was
maybe once a week. Now, by the
tlme they get to kindergarten,
they're used to belng in a group situ-
ation,” Ruiter said,

FOR THE last six years, there's
been a formal attempt at screening
out children who haven't reached a
polat in their physical, mental and
soclal developmunt where they can
cope with the demands of a formal
classroom setting, according to Ru-

er,
YA child can be highly verba] and

“The flrat year,.(the tests were
glven in Farmington) the suggestion
that a child may nced an extra year
met a lot of resistance,” Rulter sald.

Some parents do attempt to coach
thelr child before the Gesell test is
taken. But the child who can connect

ols to form a square or triangle
may not' be able to draw those
shapes without ald,

In addition, the teacher adminis-
tering the test also looks at such
characteristics as the way in'whicha
child holds and controls a pencll,

The test also checks if a child hasy

without getting out of his chair, _

STILL, TEST results that lndluu
another year is needed before enter.
ing kindergarten can be harder on
the parents than on the child,

“For some parents, it’s the most
{raumatle thing to happen to them,”
Ruiter’ sald. “Particularly in the
case of a verbal child — that's hard.

RANDY BORST/staft Dhﬂ(uqnobu

Tho changn that fiava taken place Inside tho grounds, a recent gitt o the echool from PTA

_extend ohto the school's play 3
area. Among the nawest In playground equlp- the slide [s Flavia Palazetl. .
001

dovrn

!ally {llled for the fall to accommo-
date children transferring in from

Holl canm?.:ave child, That be
c:nn;u,;g !o: ts when my 're ment stands ‘an the.Gll Elmcnlury Schi
told umy'm child ahould . probably
spendwn kindes- huednnamumtpcn
B
NOW, more Pml‘ taking the “Some of them do come baukw us

suggestion and sending their child to
developmental kindergarien In the
district’s two early chlldh cen-
ters, Falrview and Alameda.

Some parents do place their child |
in kindergarten against the recom- -

and enter developmental kindergar.
ten after about lhu first munm," Ru.
iter snid." “The 'begin in h
September.” ', *

For this reason, classes tn the de-
velapmeut&l kinﬁergarw: utn't b

elementary schools.
Developmental kindergarten Is
nelther arsaruu nor mm!ery

"Develnpmm classes are ex-
posed In a more formal way to lot-
ters and numbers, There are also ac-

Vylng for thye tltle

Farmington and Gey won the title of
Misg Oskland County in the com-
bined pageants staged here during
Farmington Founders Festival last .
July. They wlll be the only two con-
festants in the Michigan
Pageant with the same pageant di-
rector, Pat Fallon, who bas

Miss the local pageants hcmsince 1978,

Garver  thinks nl her -trip to
Musbezan as “old home wack.”

The red-headed viollniat took the
title of Miss Farmington:.in 1881

when she was 17 years old and newly

graduated from North Fay gton
Hlgh School; then vied for the titla of
Miss Michigan in Muskegon the fol
lowlng June. She. returned to
Muskegon*every year after that as
an entertalner for the pageant, -
Winning tho title for the second
time was a first for the Farmington
pageant, but not that unusuzl patlon.
wide among contestants who want a

second try golng up the compeﬂllon

. lnddnr that Ieada to America,

'm_much more conﬂdent this’. comm

ume," Garver said, “There’s a lot of
, difference between an ts-luoold
freshman and a 23-year-old gradu-

Wml.

:Le. It's nnuulng to realize hw {er  last
've

THE INTERIM years, were pun
working on a lc!nwmmunlutlcna

Stato 1

tivities mch as blocks and the sand
table.”

- Bythe mldd!a of tho year, Ruiter
said, a teacher lndevelnpmenu\l kio-
dergnrtan can see the childreh
change. Attention spans leogthen,

“A 4- and 5-year-old are develop-
mentally almost eomplelely d.mcn-
ent human belngy,” he sald.
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degree at
worﬂn‘.‘ Sor Chianadl 7, whick carscd: -
her 19 credits, disciplined work-
outs at Fltness UBA, and & lot of en~
tertaining engagéments, bothasa vl
ollp sololst or with muslcal groups.
She graduated ‘with high honora
and sags with pride “I financed 100
peroenl of my edueatlon.” '« -
Scholarship ° wo%agd p?;m ‘the
Farmington ] her get
Into coilege, ' ud more scholarshi)
g :
Chapter. 'of Wome In Cominunlca:
tions this spring will help ber towud
her master's degree,
The pm!ehlunal nodety of woinen .
vo Garver, um

she did on teuuxe pmmncy lhat
was alred’ Kalxy pany

G:;.lrl a maldmt of White Lake
Township, who performed a lyricll
ballet (or pageant-goers here
mmmer. Ste'lsa jun.lcr at Cenu-al

bra -ﬂn‘ AU BOTKS pait e al
Pontlze Stats Bank,

Her teacher and chommpbq' Is
Dorlisa (LaMarra) Matkowaki who is
a former Miss Farmington an
the “Best Talent” award wheu Ihe
competed in the Miss
Pageant, Matkowskl has aince taken

on the position of chommpher for .

the Miss Mlch.lnn Pagean

THE. MISS »\meﬂu Plzmt is
scholarship foundation in

th e Iargest
the world with money for aducation *

S&m at local, mte nnd national lev-

T enter” the local pegoant en-
tnntl must be at least 17 years ol
‘age and not be more than 24

years .
glg;y Sept. 15. Entrlnu most hnvn ‘Miss F
. Bars prior to the pageant for ostrue. -

Flnnlu;lan unu atnce Jan. 1 ud
bavo never been married, -
The Miss n'Pageant is

Ahuy: the omem opmlna of an

. Cuwunndwmumlzrloodlb

ass is the admission for Harrison:
-rllgb&hoolmduntulndthe(rpu-
eauwhouueodthelrmpmmpu\

ty Thursday. .
‘“T've punned thls pmy onca bo-

lorendnwullmkllkunm
from ‘Gone With mowm-m-law
bours here .with _the - seniors 3o
dressed up,” mdpnrt’bocua Pat’
Bacon.

eilors thls year by woviing thc.“
graduates into her yard for the pre-

m]na m 1 3
. performance, modeling, and lnteh':

Miss t and tbe'

Miss ‘Oakland County Pageant are

avallable for picknp in Fnrm!ulnn-
Farmington Hills Chamber

merce, 33201 Grand River..

Ooutuunhm}udgadonpman-
ality, poise and talent, swimsuit and

avenlng own tations a
‘panel- af‘e&uﬁm Am::,-la
Judges. The' talent porticn of.ths:,

»'wmpelﬂmhwunh&@pmto{.

the total palnts awarded.
- - Con

Uons on

vl xtechn.tquux

prom party, umuulmmanﬁm

chalrman. for Rarrison'’s lllﬂglhl :

party, s¢t for graduation night,




