Blanchard campaign issue:

By Tim Richard
staff writer

His theme will be the
“ — the

Gov. James Blanchard will play
up his suburban origlns, ratsing few
now issues as he seeks a second four-
year term in Langlng.

“There were 30 many Initlatives
that it's going to take a 1ot of follow-
through,” Blanchard, 43, sald last
week in his first re-clection news
conference,

It was staged in hls home town of
Pleasant Ridge, just a few blocks
from his boyhood school in Ferndale
where he announced his candidacy
April 27,

"ll isa :trength partlcularly as

Strate.

gle Fund, roads and bridges con-
ulructlan. business recruitment and
Job training, “We've lived up to our
program,” he sald,

“I'm a very practical persan with
a lifetime of expericnce in econom-
les,” sald Blanchard, who carned a
master of business administration
degree before becoming a lawyer,
assistant attorney general and 10.S,
Representative in the 1970s.

“We can do more. We've got to
keep it going.”

It is a strength —
particularly as a Democrat
~— to have a suburban
base, bacause that's the

‘growing base of our
country.

— Gov. James Blanchard

He plugged his He -passed plan
to expand homestead property tax
rebates at ule cost of closing certaln

= to have a

bnsc * ‘sald Blanchard, “because
that's the growing base of our coun.
try. Demoerats have to represent the
suburbs to represent America.”
“THE STATE and voters deserve
more than promises about the fu-
ture," he said, warning newspeople
not to loak for a string of f new pro-

scnators,
however, say Blanchard's "Inop:
holes” are tax increases for banks
and insurers, The GOP is advancing

a 1987 plan to lower property taxes-

by half, ‘substituting a voter-ap-
proved Increase In the sales tax.)

‘THE GOVERNOR flelded a serfes

posals {ro;

m hls
ters at 108 W Michigan in Lansing.

on suburban issues, in-
cludlng:

Roofs

o Reor of the 15-mem-
ber Southeastern Michigan Trans-
portation Authority: “They need a
smaller group that's accountable.
‘They have no local basls of support
(for operating money). SEMTA
should be more than a condult for
(federal and state) money.”

Blanchard sald either a Blg Four
SEMTA board (mayor of Detroit,
county exccutives of Wayne and
Oakland, and the Macomb board
chalrman} or a Big Flve (the four
mentioned plus the state transporta-
tlon chlef) would be “acceptable,”

® The expose of the business and
private life of Republican front-
runner Richard Chrysler: “No com-

ment"” because “I do not have credi-
hlllly with Republican primary vot-

"n will be a hard-fought, closely-
declded race. I will behave as a gov-
ernor, not a candldate, until fail. Po-
litically, the best thing for me is to
stay on the job."!

® Republlcan legislative charges
that the record 23,500 Incorporations

Thu rldnx. June 6, 1086 OLE

{ONMIA

of 1985 aren't a sign of buslness

strength, but are really defensive le-*

gal steps by taverns and restaurants
" to limit their Unhiity against latw-
sults: “Hoj
(credit rating firm) collects the data,
Michigan set a record for new busl-

ness startups, and this year's record.

in thl: flrst quarter Is even higher,”

‘Tho GOP .charge that unem-
plnymenl is down because people
are moving out of the atate: “Michi-
gan is gaining population now. We
dld lose population in the early "80s
and late '70s. Western states are
now “experiencing serlous downe
turns (while) Michigan is helping
lead the national recovery.

“The trend Is clear. We shauldn't
minlmize the comeback or think it’s
time to relax.”

.ON DETROIT issucs, Blanchard
nswered;

gwash, Dun & Bradstreet,

‘more of same’

@ On the lack of a glowing en-
dorsement  from * Mayor Colemdin
Young: “There are days when he's
frustrated.” Relations are good,.
however, and the two had lunch to
discuss problems last week, he sald. ;

® Detroit’s desire for casino gam- -
bling: “I remaln to be convineed.' I
have an open mind, I've never seen it
as a panacea, I've never been a fan.
or supported It" -

# On the charge that his adminis-
tration Is dominated by an “Oakland
County Mafta": “I am proud I repre-
lemcd Oakland and Macomb coun-
tles in Congress (1977-82). We have.:
people from all over the state and
nation on- my staff,” he sald, citing.

Treasurer Robert Bowman from
Wall Btreet, former Commerce D
rectorRalph Gerson from Washing-
ton, D.C., Transportation Director
James Pitz from mumu and Public
Health Director Gloria Smith from
Oaklahoma.

Dramshop reform bill OK — Blanchard

Gov. James J. Blanchard sald be
expects to sign Into law the bégin-
ning of reforms deallng with dram-
shop Insurance and medleal mal-
practice,

Speaking at last weekend's Macki-
nac Island conference of the Greater
Detrolt  Chamber of . Commerce,
Blanchard sald these reforms should
make costs more reasonable and pol-
icles more accessable.

“They are not the full answer to

good leglslative responses.”

. .

The governor applauded the Mich-
igan Supreme Court for upholding
recent workers' compensation ' re-
forms, which he sald should go a
fong way toward reducing costs as

» Repalred . N . the problem,” he sald, “but we think  well as cruling a more ncco\mwhle
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