Indy fan wants no part

In the aftermath of the double
rainout at Indianapolis which
forced a week's pastponement of
the 500-mile battle for auto rac-
ing’s richest and. most coveted
champlonshlp, a. ‘friend gave

away his rainchecks for two of trol

- the -best geats at the specdway.
He did it without remorse, sa,
he was willing to settle for tele-
vision’s first live presentation of
the race,

Thus did Mel Blunk let Mother
Nature wash down the draln the

- opportunity to extend his record b

of having heard the call, “Gen-
tlemen, start your englnes,” 34
successive years, starting with
Troy Ruttman's victory in 1952,

AN EDUCATOR by trade,
Blunk in retirement is' a spry,
agile 70 who had his son-In-law,
Douglas; Jasklerny, .in tow when
the deluge hit May 25, At $45 a

copy, thelr tlckets were for seats”

+ 30 rows up in the/covered main

straightaway paddock area,
looking directly down on what
s?&u_!d bave been the bustling
P

“The 40-acre parking lot that
fans call ‘the north 40* became a
40-acte mud hole,” Mel com-
mented. “The infield golf course
was solld mud. Concesslon stands
were virtually sold out by noon.
The mht:?i 300,0000 ‘:rd mgr:
spectators nothing o bu
eat, drink and go for walks,
That’s what we did, .too — for
seven hours, , X

“The wreckers had a busy day,
making a lot of money pulilng
cars out of the mud. And there
were two lellnlwu mu; golf car!tg
running. people - from 30
street to the gate at a dollar a
bead. They could carry five and
plcked up hundreds of dollars,

“Also there were spontanecus
vendors selling plastic- garbage
bags. They'd turn them upside
down, cut a hole in the middle to
put the head through, plus two
holes for the arms. They were
selling tl;me ag ra;n‘:catopca: to

ple who were trying: to keep
ﬁ. The . conditlons were the
worst I had ever seén ‘at Indy,”

- Althiough™ short - ‘in" stature,’

Blunk was a nine letter athlote In ‘tributions,” This results not only

football, track, tennis' and bas-
ketball back In his high school
days, but he's at a loss to explain

hisinterest In auto racing.
The bug bit him back in 52
when a newspaper ad for Kirby
Tours lured him Into taking the
train to Indianapolis the night
before the 500, then hack to De-
t by train after the race.
Through the years he became a

ying  frequent patron of the tracks at

Mt, Clemens, Flat Rock, Toledo,
and MIS south of Jackson.

AS A TRUE devotee, ke goes
equipped with two stop watches,
inoculars, and a radio with ear-
phohes. His wife often accom-
panies him, and at Indy they fre-
quently have gone down for the

Fred
DelLano

qualifying trials as well as the
main event, Lo

This mania would not have
been surprising had Mel been in

- the automotive tield himself, for

Indianapolis i3 an annual “must”
for thousands of that ilk. But
Blunk has obtained tickets on his

Farmington readers’ forum

own Instead of at the corporate
trough and recalls, “In the '50s
you could go down there, stay at
the YMCA downtown at $4.50,
eat for $1 a day, go to the race,
and I know very well I didn't
spend $20 for gas and everything.
You can't do that any more, of
course.”

The man never has driven a
race car, and the only time he
got a driver's view of the fabled
2% mile Indianapolis - track
came when he and his wife took a
tourist bus at the Speedway Mu-
seum and were driven around the
oval at the breakneck speed of 25
miles an hour!
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of scal

Mel is a meticulous mattiema- .
ticlon and in his working days
was an expert on school budgets,
It was only patural, then, that he
would take note of ?ome of the
impromptu ways o making a
buck that arose.at Indiarnpolis.
This I liked best: .

Every ticket has’a raincheck
stub and as we were leaving,
with the raln still coming down, I
saw at least half a dozen men
houting, ‘Buy your rainch
buy ‘your ralnchecks, buy your
rainchecks.’ Some -people were
selling $25 seats for $2, or what-
ever they could get. .

pers

“Maybe some had 500 miles to
g0 to get home. For .whatever
reason, they were willing to sell,
Some of these guys had packets
of stubs a couple of Inches thick, -
They knew they could come back
and sell them when the weather.
cleared and the'race was res<
cheduled, . :

vy

"There's no law against scalp-
ing {n Indiana. For some of those .
seats they probably charged $200
aplece.” . 3

L 3

Well, I'll be damned. Mel, I'm
proud of you that someone got
your palr for frt;e.

T
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Quote leads
to response

To the editor:

1 was somewhat taken back by
the way I was,quoted in the arti-
cle by Jackie Kleln in the May 22
lasue of the Farmington Obsery-
er.

In my testimony before the
House of Representatives Speclal
Committee on Smalt Business, I
expressed the concern the veter-
inary profession has over the
proliferation of t. t

these ple are paying less
than thg?re?egal fair share In both
state and federal fscome taxes, °
I did not say I don't know any
indigent pet owners, In Farming-
ton Hills as I was quoted, What I
did say was I don't know of many
indigent pet owners in Avon or
Rochester Hills where the Mich!-
gan Humane Sociely has opened
its newest full service veterinary
hospital. The same is true in
Sterling Helghts where the Ma-
comb Humane Soclety has had a
similar fecility in operation for
the past few years. T
It wm:ld‘ appear that if

pt full
service veterinary hospitals op-
erated by humane socletles in
£ Michigan. -Bi
they are tax-exempt and par.
tially funded by tax deductible
donations, they are In a position
to.charge much lower fees for
services” than competlng tax
paying private entreprencurs.
1t is a ‘common practice for.

‘persons using these facilities to

not‘only pay a lower fee in the
first place, they then make their
checks out to the “Humane Socl-
ety" and deduct the cost of medi-
cal care for thelr pets from their
Income tax as “charitable con-

in loss of income to local tax
paying veterinarians In private
praclice, it affects all of us since
2

«al b
Orlgina! graphics by Will Moses, Grandson of Grandma
Moses; Elizabeth Hampe; and Kent Pachuta.

FIELD ART ST!JDIO

Custom Framing Since 1850
. 2646 Coolldge at 11%2 Mile

([N
")

, Berkley » 389-1320

Hours: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

o

AR ERPAA RN FANARARERASACNRAPARRRA RN AN BA SR DA A |

Fhe g‘sanrtcf/u'rf
7986 . -

reg. $50 .
NOW 248

| “é‘p‘:&z’dz Joee
. ;;féfffs LD? )

oreriferrs

;cj/ot"

Yes,weare
Discount?

APAPAPAIAPA RO RRPAIRIAPAPNOARAPAPASA RN RAPARARA RN RS AN PSR SR PR 04 AN

. -Jyzr.?:’:uﬂu Cotton @J‘lny!es‘
b ot andt Stthen to the Toudk
¥ Munyt Many Satteens to Choose frox

Coot

are to serve
the functions for which they
were originally concelved and
chartered, they should be opera-
ting clinies in the inner city
where there i3 a need, rather
than the more affluent suburhs
where there are plenty of private
veterlnarians, and where the
bulk of the population can well
afford to pay the usual fees to
have thieir pets cared for,

‘The veterinary profession does
not dispute a Humane Soclety's

right to operate veterinary elin. °

fes. We just want them to do itin
the areas where they are really
needed or at least play by.the
same rules as the rest of us in the
pet health care business and
Pprohibit their donations from re-
celving tax-ded uctible treatment

_FRANCOIS BOU

{rom both state and federal In-
ternal Revenue Services,
‘They shouldn’t be able to have
their cake and eat it, too,
John H, Richardson, D.V.M.
Farmington

Road forum:
very pivotal

To the editor;

You may soon be asked to ap-
prove and finance a plan to im-
prove the road structure in Oak-
land Cquqty. The Qakland County
Chamber'of C e bell

this issue {3 lmporun;.' to anyone

living -in_or dolng business In .

Oakland County.

If you are interested in provid-
ing imput to the Oakland County
Road Commlssion, local, county
and state government officials
who are devising this plan, you

should be at the Oakland County. -
Audltorium, 1200 N, Telegraph,
Pontiac, at 7:30 p.m. on Monday,

June 16, © - : :

The Oakland 'Co'unty Chamber

of Cormerce has arranged thiis "'
forum. so that you can express used

-your ideas and concerns before

“the plans are finalized. This may"

be your only opportunity todoso.
Oakland County Is In ‘an eco-
nomic boom and.growth perfod

AU

that shows signs of slowing up, It
becomes readlly. apparent that
the road network must be ad.

Jjusted to accommodate these

hew areas of growth. Al cltizens

of the county need to tune in to
an overall program. .

It Is alsa important to improve
the existing network of roads to
malntain a safe and effective
flow of traffic. Anyone who has
traveled across Oakland County
:lhugng rush hours can attest to

There has been a lot of discus-
slon about what the road com-
mission ‘feels are the county's
needs in the near future. It ap-
pears that each different sg’
ment of ‘the county has its id
and concerns as to how any pro-.
gram of road improvement
should be financed, The ’

“feels that the general public- "

should now speak up and express *
its concerns'so that a m_a?e.unl- .

Your efforts
appreciated
To the editor: ’ -
. Thanks for the excellent cov-,
erage of the Farmington Memo-!

rial Day Parade in the Thursday,
May 29, edition of the Observer, -

‘A hearty well dougtu‘» all hands

staff writer, for her mast inter-
esting and well written stories;
and to Rick Smith, staff photo-:
grapher, for the great pictures,  +

To many of us, the Farmington’
Memorial Day Parade is “maln
street America” at its best'
bonoring and remembering those
who gave their. lives ‘for our,
country andallof us, , - w

Indeed, all of those who

hed and parti d and alf

[N

i

form under. Ing
-This Is an opportunity for the

public to comment on its percep- . O!

tion of the needs in read im.
provements, " where they are
needed, who' should pay, what
melhog’ of payment should be

“try stands for. b

of. those who watched, and the
bserver team that covercd the
parade kept with those who gave
thelr lives for freedom, life, -,
erty and all that this great coun-,

inznce these projects, y 1
and what alternatives; if any, are s o JoRA K. Todin |
acceptable 'to’ achieve’ the best J¢. Vice Coma
results, Brodh: ~ Farmingion

: Onkland County . Post 2269,

Chamber of Commerce
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