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Studio backbone

Nationally acclaimed photographer dies

By Bob Skiar
staff writer

Her husband — affe

The Clarks, Farmington HIlls res(-
dents since 1959, crisscrossed the
country photographing people. Their

Wi

called the Hillbilly Snapshooter be-
cause of his plctures and poetry on
Iife in the Teanessee hills ~ was the
artlst. She was the organizer,

“My dad had 600 pictures pub-
lished in Life and published 20 books
of poetry and pictures. But my mom
was always the brains, keeplng him
organized — keeplng us all orga-
nized,” sald Juncbug Clark about his
mother, Bernice, who died May 24 at
age 72 .

She and husband, Joe, formerly a
.Detrolt-area photographer for Life
and Look 1o an

Joys and ere cap
simply and directly, Other pletures
captured farm life. Convention:d as-
signments Included  a portrait of
Henry Ford I

In September 1980, the Clarks hit
the promotional trall. For the next
18 months, they traveled across the
United States and Europe, with Joe
granting televislon, radlo and news-
paper interviews,

“Mom did a lot of setup and
worked on the itinerary," Junebug
sald. “They had a map of thelr itin-
erary and [t looked like someone had

h it, what with all the stick

-Inter known
photo studio for 40 years, most re-

cently from their Farmington Hills .

home,

Joe's work — called both memo-
rable and historic — has hung in the
Smithsonlan Institute of Art and has
been published in Life, Look, Nation-
al Geographlc, Time and Newsweck.
He is probably best known for the
collection of rural photos used in
Jack Danlels Whiskey ads,

Son Juncbug ~ a Farmington res-
Ident and pationally known photo-
grapher In hls own right — by age 7
had sold pictures to dally newspa-
pers, appeared on TV talking about
phiotography and speken to 2 Univer.

" sity of Missouri journallsm class,

THE ELDER Clarks went into
semi-retirement two years ago,
when Bernlce moved Into a conva-
lescent home,

“Dad devoted cvery ounce of
strength to her,” sald Juncbug, who
Ieft Sunday to be with his father,
© nmow 81, at his Cumberland Gap
* farm, where a garden produces poke
sallct and Tennessee beans,

“Thelrs was a real love story.”
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ONE OF 10 children raised in a
log cabln, Joc was a carpenter from
the hills of Cumberland Gap, Tenn.,
when he came to Detrolt In the late
‘303, lured by Henry Ford's offer of
5 0 day to work in his ear factory.

“But Dad never did work there,"
Juncbug said. “He ended up as a
night watchman at Hudson's. At that
time, they shot advertlsements at
night, which is how he Iirst got Inter-
ested In photography.”

The changing polnt In Joe's life
came n 1939 when fellow workers
gave him a $12 “folding box” cam-
era just before a trip back home.
They wanted visual proof of his tales
about llfe in the hills,

The visual proof he brought back
were snapshots of a hillbilly moun-
tain funeral in a misty rain, The
snapshots were sold to Life and used
as a 14-pleture spread. Within four
years, Joe took up ph phy full

time, although already nearing 40,
Meanwhlle, with only a fifth-grade
formal cducation, he ‘was teaching
himself to read and wrlte through a
correspandence course.

JOE DID his homework by writing
letters full of homespun philosophy
to The Detroit News.

Raised in Hamtramck during the
Great Depression, Bernlce saw her
first job bring 80-hour work weeks
with the Wayne County Welfare De-
partment. Somewhere along the
way, she contracted tuberculosis and
was hospltalized at Mayberry Sanl-
tarlum.

When she spatted a provocative
comment on women in The Detrolt
News letterbox, she answered It by
telling the wrlter, Joe Clark, he was
pretty smart. He responded by call-
ing on her at Mayberry, She was re-
Teased about six months later, Within

: from
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. the year, she was marricd — to her
“mail order husband,” It was 1943,
Even their honeymoon was cam-
era ready. “An editor with National
Geographic went with them down
South to document a disappearing
culture — blacksmiths, one-room
schoothouses,” Junebug said,

EVEN BEFORE thelr marriage,
Bernlce had been-an-avid photogra-
pher. After thelr marriage, her com.
mercial work appeared in several
magazines and she had a penchant
Iordphatogruphlng anlmals, Juncbug
saj

Her first break came, when
Friends magazine printed a spread
of 8-year-old Junebug taking a bath
In a backyard tub. it asked her to

association,

3 g and Joe Clark, in a photo taken in 1973,

shoot an accompanying cover ple-
ture in color,

Later, her husband, impressed
wlth her skills, would send her on as-
signment.

But she preferred to manage Joe,
As Junchug put it, “Mom was always
was always one to sacrifice, She was
2 real pasitive force, keeping track
of all his pletures, working with cli-
ents. She was just phenomenal.”

- A gallery In the Buggy Works, a
Farmington Hills restatrant with an
carly Amerlean decor, contains 13
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