Sylvester Stallone is Marion
Cobretti, the unbellevably
tough ¢ity cop who takes on
Jobs nobody else can han-
dle, in “Cabra” A gang of
psychos is no maich for
him. Wayne Crawford plays
the title role in ‘“fake
Speed,” as a fictional su-
perhero who comes alive to
help save a kidnapped
woman, He lan't daunted by
the real world’s dangers.
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‘Cobra,’ ‘Jake Speed’—

they may be winnners-

but you will

“Leaden,” “wooden” and “unim-
aginative™ are appropriate descrip-
tions of Stallone’s latest, “Cobra”
(R). and of the less-heralded “Jake
Speed” (R).

Having climinated the Commu-
nist menace In Southeast Asla in
the guise of Rambo, Stallone now Is
cleaning up the cities. “Crime s a
disease and I'm the cure.” So say-
eth the Cobra, nickname of Los An-
geles Pelice Department Zombte
Squad Lu. Marion Cobrettl {Stal-
lone), who daes the dlirty jobs that
no other cop can.

When Swat Teams have falled,
send the Cobra and his sidekick,
Sgt. Gonzales (Reni Santoni). While
Gonzales consumes junk food, Co-
bra storms psychos barricaded
with terrified hostages.

The film Is mainly devoted to
Cobra and Gonzales protecting a
witness, of course a fair young
malden, Ingrld (Brigitte Nielsen),
She bad witnessed a gang of mania-
cal, ax-wielders at work. They are
creating a new order. How or why
is never speclfled, but when they're
not clanging thelr axes together in
unison during ceremonies in an old
warchause, they're out slicing peo-
ple. The Night Slasher (Brian
Thompsen} Is most cffective. \

THE WIIOLE AFFAIR is pretty
typical of Stallone movics and the
gag Is wearing thin, Stallone seems
o be getting strenger, more and
more Invincible, as each fiim rolls.
He no longer gets captured and tor-

lose out |

tlonal special cffects. Both are
quite dull. “Jake Speed's” clever
idea is, unfertunately, poorly real-
ized,

Wayne Crawford is icaden in the
title role of Jake Speed, dashing
hero of “Destroyer” paperback ad-
ventures who, with hls writer and
creator, Desmond Floyd (Dennls
Chrlstopher), moves in two worlds:
the real world of the fllm and the
fantasy world of paperback novels,

They are “summoned” Info the
real world by Margaret Winston
{Karen Kopins) who needs help des-
perately to rescue her slster, Mau-
reen (Rebecca Ashley), from white
slavers. Maureen and her compan-
ion were kidnapped in Parls and
Margaret feels gullty because she
had encouraged Maureen to travel.
‘The State Department has been ab-
solutely no help and Grandpa Win-
ston, who is unly marginally batty,
suggests they need a real hero,
somceone like Jake Speed, the man
‘who daes everything in the “De-
stroyer” novels,
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Dad's buffet ‘

Sunday bruanch at the Deer Lake
Racquet and Country Club in Clarks-
ton will be served {rom 10 a.m. to 3
pm. June 15, Father's Day. A
centerpiecce with golf .and tennls
paraphernalia, a six-pack, TV set
and other stulf dad llkes will be fea-
tured on the buffet table, Doug
Jacebs and the Red Garter Band,
playing Dixicland, is a regular at.
traction at the brunch, served other
Sundays from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Brunch is $10,95 for adults, $4.95
for children.

Father’é feast

GIft baskets made up with break-
fast, lunch, dlnner or sweet-tooth
speclalties will be avallable for Fa-
ther's Day from Chefs de Cuisine in

West Bloomfleld, The gourmet food
shap Is taking orders for the baskets,
which also will include a bottle of
sparkllng cider or champagne and a
copy of the New York Times.

Outdoor cafe

The Bates Street Cafe has opened
again for the summer, serving lunch
under colorful. umbrellas on the
lawn, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
weekdays at the Community House,
Blrmingham’s largest outdoor cafe
also offers Thursday Bulfet Dinner
each weck beglnning at 5:30 p.m, be-
fore the start of the concert al the
“In the Park" series. Wine, beer and
cocktails are avallable. The cafe
also wlll be open for private parties
In the evening. For more informa.
tlon, call 644-5832.

Since 1937

Smiley Brothers

BECHSTEIN...THE WORLD'S MOST HONORED PIANO h

“Bechstein is a triumph of touch and tone.”

ARTUR SCHNABEL

Birmingham - 847-1177 « Detroit - 875-7100

Catering

Allow our many years of experience and quality service
to add that special touch to your next function.
We will serve from the moderate to the exquisite. We

prepare, deliver and serve.

»Garden Parties
«QOpenHouse
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«Carry out Service
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Prime time

The Northfield Hliton in Troy has
created “Prime Thme,” a low-priced
prime rib dinner, Including potato,
vegetable and salad, for $5.95. Chef
John Rabenowitz prepares the spe-
clal meal, served from 6 p.m, Fri.
days at the Wicker Works. The res-
taurant’s {ull menu, as well as wine
iist, s availabte too.

Shore dinner

» The Lark restaurant In West

Bloom!leld Is featuring a shore din-
ner at 7 p.m. Monday-Tuesday, June
30 and July 1. Menu highlights are ~
frled soft shell crab and/or Belon oy-
sters on the half shell, clam and Jeek
soup, wood-grilled Atlantlc Salmon
and half of a three-pound lobster,

Price for the seven-course dinner
is $57.50.

For reservations call 661-4468.

On lts regular menu, the Lark of-
fers outdoor grilled speclals again
thls summer, as weather permits,
using local hardwoods, vine cuttings
and mesqulite. - .
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A live Maine Lobster

mouthi-waterin,
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Plus, all you can eat:
East Coast specialties
prepared by our shiliful chefs

.. 'a delictous, variety of salads;
fresh fruits & assorted cheeses. "
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makes
pear wimpy. The idea that Jak
and his “wrlter” are looking for a
new adventure for thelr next novel
is very plausible as (hey enter the
real world.

But the whole thing falls flat on
lIts imaglnative face as the plot
proceeds in'a murky manner with
Mawed and an almost to-

A clever Idea, summoning up the “LBFI'_V Ternan has
tetanel
series, a_hero for all seasons who ot g,
h ape crac

tured by the cvil nor
tempararily on the ropes, llke the
“Rocky™ films have led us to ex~
pect, Cobra certalnly would not
have had any trouble with terror-
ists at Cannes.

Stallone’s obllgatory blg-battle
scene pits Cobra against a continu.
al stream of heavily armed motor-
cyclists but his grenades and ma-
chine plsto] makes it look casy. If
you enjoy stunt riders falling while
Sly grunts, you'll like this scene,
followed by the final brouhaha In a
steel foundey where Cobra eliml-
nates the Night Slasher and other
upper-cchelon psychopaths,

In additlon to the dull and pre-
dictable course of events, the act-
ing is vintage Stallone. Grunts,

tal lack of development of this ba-
sie story concept.

IT- IS ALWAYS amazing that
film production companies, with
access to millions of dolars and
numerous talented personnel, can
preduce movies with such cbvlous

“ stupidities.

“Jake Speed” was filmed on loca-
tlon in Paris, Los Angeles and Zim-
babwe, but none of that cures the
fact that Maureen could have been
kidnapped under more eredlble eir-
cumstances. It hardly seems Ilkely
that she could have been chased for
some time through the daytlme
streets of Parls with no one in-
terferlng, or even noticing, At the
other end, it seems just as unlikely

muscle-flexing and
monotone_comments issue - from
Stallone’s repertoire of onc facial
expression — blank, Cobrz does
vonture [nto the realm of humor
with the unoriginal, “You have the
right to remain slient,” just as Co-
bra {lings a lighted match onto a
gaseline-soaked body. The rest of
the acting s equally unappenling
with the exception of Brigiite Niel-
sen, a pretty girl with an engaglng
smlle, She screams OK,

“JAKE SPEED” Is much the
same as *Cobra,” with one excep-
tlon. Although badly developed, it
does have one clever ldea, not
something you can say about *Co-
bra.” Both are adventure flims
With “casts of thousands,” numer-
ous stunts and uninsplred, coLven-

that the ) hero, Jake
Speed, would rescue her and leave
her girliriend behind.

In between those two improba-
bllities, there is never any clear
delineation between reallty and
fantasy-adventure novel. That's the
film’s major flaw. It never ex-
plores or cxploits the Idea that
paperback superheroes can bring
their Impossible strengths and
thelr human folbles Into the real
world. .

Add to that :n unundlnlg mlrlu of
stereotypes and poor acting, for ex-
Amplc.nl))‘:z hnrg?xo dull bewllder-
ment and the villain's vastly over-
drawn, supposedly satirical presen-
tation, and you have a film duller
and more unimaglnative than the
novels it purports to salirize. “You
have” because I've had It.
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Woodsy Owl for
Clean Water

Give a hoot.

Don't pollute,

sang!
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