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State Sen. Rudy Nichols thinks
there may be a way out of the dllem-
ma caused by high-speed pollce pur-
sults, .| .

“Pollce officers have a Catch-22
sltuation,” he said, “When an officer
is1n a high-specd chase, soclety says,
‘Catch this person — but If you cause
any harm you can be prosecuted.’ "

‘Two bills passed last week by the
Senale provide tougher penalties
both for reckless police pursuers and
for drivers who try to elude them.

bill aims to curb high-

But they also requlre prosecutors to
produce a higher

e.lt would be a ’lelany. not a mis.

that the officer was reckless,

The 35-3 vole was along raclal
lines, with the Scnate's three black
members opposed. .

In the last year, seven people have
been killed and others injured In De-
troft, Blrmingham and Southfield
during pollce chases, leading offi-
cials to wonder if high-speed chases
mcn‘kl more dangerous than they're
worlh,

THE TWIN bilis — by Nichols, R-
Waterford, and Richard Fessler, R-
West Bloom!fleld ~ provide:

-BIanChard signs

‘chop sho

Gov. James J, Blanchard has
signed into law a bill requiring (hat
vehlcle parts dealers make available
to potlee their purchase records of
used parts. The blll was sponsored
by state Sen. Doug Cruce, R-Troy.

The law §s Intended to control op-
eratlon of “chop shaps" where stofen
vehicles are ‘dismantled and their
parts sold to repair shops and used
parts stores, .

Blanchard also signed into law a
bill prohlbiting teaching, demonstra-
tion and construction of a fircarm,
explosive or Incendlary device for
use [n a clvil ‘disorder. The sponsor,
Rep. David Honigman, . R-West
Bloomlleld, sald i should. doter
groups from setting up paramilitary
camps In Michigan.

p’ law

The governor recently signed a
bill designed to offer an improved,
more competitive horso racing In-
dustry. R

The law reduces the state tax
from 6.6 to 4.5 percent on each dol-
lar wagered to Increase money for
purses, promotlon and track Im-
provements, . .

‘The legislation, which was spon-
sored by state Sen, Nick Smith, R-
Addlson, also authorlzes simutcast
betting at Michigan tracks on major
out-of-state races,” It particularly
benefits the Ladbroke DRC track in
Livonia, . .

‘The law requires Intensifled aleo-
hol and drug testing of racing parti-
cipants and officlals, providing safe-
guards agalnst race tampering,
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of proof - d for

d officer in
an identified police vehlele during a
chase to cause a death by drlving “In
willful or wanton disregard for the
safety of persons or property.” Top
penalties: flve years In prison or
$5,000 fine. ) R

® A driver who attempls to clude
police elther by speeding or turning

,out lights can be jailed up to two
years and charged the costs of prose-
cution. Prevlous top sentence was
one year, .

® It would be a felony, not @ mis.
demeanar, to assault or injure a po-
llee officer. .

® A driver who repeats the of-
fense withln 10 years faces.up to

three years in prison and a fine of
$10,000 plus L
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speed chases

State University prnlusor:s n‘:pon': "“Deaths, o;u:"per appi-iaxl.rxxntcl
for cvid : v

. ® A-flecing driver who causes
bodliy injury can be convicted of a
fetony, faces a mandatory year In
prlson, can be sentened for up up to
three years, can be fined $10,000 and
costs, and lose his: driver's license
for 1-3 years, For a sccond offense
within 10 years, the loss of ilcense
can be permanent,

® The State Potlce director Is re-
quired to report In two years with

that police pursults can
be dangcrous.
§.Dr. Erik Beckman. of MSU's
School of Crimlnal Justice concluded
after studying 424 pursuits by 75
agencles that: . o
*“No pursuit speed . . , Is partleu-
larly safe, - - s
“Pursuits .with high speeds, long
distances and intoxlcated drivers oc.
cur primarlly at night, . , *
“A lleclng driver 13 usvally not a

on ne: ques
to alert drivers to emergency vehi-

cles.
The Blll now goes to the House.
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felon. . .

“The ratio of property damage ac-
cldents to pursults is one per approx-
imately flve pursuits. - N

“Infuries, one per approximately
seven pursults, s
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35 pursuits.”,

WHILE POLICE usually bad hoj
some pursuit training, “the effects of:- .
tralnlng ‘or: pollcy on the. pursults
were not detected,” Beckman corl
cluded. o o L

Beckman's report, made last Octo-
ber, ‘recommended wrltten pursult
policies and training with’ restric-
tlons placed en pursults and “speclal

. attentlon to pessible use of ramming

and roadblocks.” « S

Roadblocks /und ramming had'
been -consldered hazardous, but.
Beckman's study said they “Increase’
capture rates whlile reducing overalt,
Injury rates.” . .
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. patis, perhaps Thalassa might still have won the coveled Laurel ¢'Or in'Monte
Carlo as Walch of the Year. And no one would have noticed., But we'd know.
. And you'd know. And that makes alf the difference in the world.
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