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Horsing around

. THE FIRST and last time I
gver was on any representative
df the horse family came a.few
years after the end of World War

I ER U
N | This short-lived experience in

the saddle was occasioned by an
inerapt’ photographer when he
pd a black and white Shetland
ony through our small town
eighborhood, seeking " gullible
nothers who would pay for such
picture of thelr little monsters,

How much he collected from
my own mother; I know -not. As
qlbum pictures go, I much prefer
ane taken about 40 years later in
which I am seen talking nose to
rose with the great Citation over
q fence at Calumpbt Farm.

i In sharp contrast to an eques-
trian career that ended with the
click of a camera, the parental
decison {n Carfa Potters' case
was to plunk down for the whole
Horse, not just a snapshot.

Seven years ago, at the ege of
8, Carla learned to ride ot a
summer farm school. In many
ays, she typifies hundreds and
lundreds of younsters in
southeastern Michigan.

| Carla this week completed her

jophomore year i high school

and an immediate. vacation
highlight awalts her when she
goes with her folks to the Motor

City and Detrolt Horse shows at

the Bloomfleld Open Hunt Club,
éven though it wil! be as a spec-

N through
=4 bifocals

ﬁ? H Fred

R Delano -

farms in the area, For one brief .

perlod each June these kids and

thelr elders get to see the best of -

« horses and riders at the Bloom-
field Hills events, evidence that
for some, dreams do came true.

' The current Potter steed, My
Buddy, is a 17.year-old dappled
~bay gelding, standing a fraction
over 16 hands. Carla is being
trained in dressage, cross coun-
try and show jumping, riding an

‘average of five days a week in a
schedule crowded with numerous
other Interests as befits a teen-
ager. For that purpose; My Bud:
dy is adequate. For high grade
competition, no,

fact, Horry Nederlander, honor-
ary chalrman of the Bloomfield

Open Hunt Club. shows, was,

quoted three years ago as saying,
"“'People are paying $600,000 and
$700,000 for a good Grand Prix
orse, It wasn't very long ago
that if you paid $50,000, every-
.one across the country knew
“about jt.” )
But sometimes, somehow they

do come along and the crop of °

tator and not as a
e

N {
| SHE HAS thrilled to- the
6lymplc»lcvel jumpers and na-
fonally ranked hunters several

declaring, “That's where I'd
eventually like to compete, I've
dreamed many times of being on
he United States Equestrian
feam, but that involves getting
he right horse, too,” . -

It’s a dream no doubt shared
y all the youngsters who care

iding. academies and - board

Imes previously at the hunt club, ;

or thelr mounts at the dozens'of -,

brilliant saddlesmiths developed
in Michi has matched the
«horseflesh. A few who .come
Iqulckly to mind, spawned In
"large part at the Bloomfield
Open Hunt, include Katie
Monahan, Scott'* Nederlander,
Cindy Carlson, Paula Inman,
Polly. . Hpward, Darcy Shelley,

; QPG”. hunt shows: classy

unlil Inte aftecnoon. On Friday
and Saturday -nights this week
and next, the open jumpers be-
come the stars, Therein lles the
major box office appeal. - -

The headliner” this Saturday
will be.the $20,000 Chrysler.Mo-
tor City Grand Prix and on Sat-
urday, June 21, it will be the
$35,000 Mercedes North Amerl-
can Grand Prix, - :

As one who has become a real
fan of these daring but highly
skilled riders in the last dozen
years, let me tell you a. tale
which demonstrates what quality
you will be seeing if you get to
the Blommiield Open Hunt,

By the way, it's at East Long‘

Lake and Kensington roads.

. 1t was the night of the 1983 re-
newal of the North 'American,
which that year carried a purse
of $25,000. Thirty-six of the best
Jumpers on this continent were
entered. Only six completed the

.. _ - testing course without a fault,
- - Good horses aren't-cheap. In

thus qualifying ‘for a jump off
against the clock,

AN MILLAR of the Canadian .

Olyrple team, aboard F

- one happy person,
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Farmington readers’ forum o
Letters must be signed, orginal coples and Include the address and telephane number
of the writer, None can be returned. Names will be withheld from publicatian only for
sufficlent reason. Lettars should be limlted to 300 words In most cases, Wae reserve
the right to edit them. Send letters to Readers' Forum, Farmington Observer, 33203
Grand River Ave., Farmington'48024. : '

Thanks much
for coverage

To the editor:

Thanks to Loralne McClish,
my job as the chalrman of pub-
lcity was a success, you made
me look good. The coverage was
so well done; excitingly present-
ed and abundant, The club was
very happy and pleased. You re-
ally got across all the ideas I had,
but you .certainly embeliished
thern with your writing. I espe-
clally enjoyed how you combined

What motivation would the road -

col on have had to make

this partleular road safer and

prevent -future - accidents had
> they not been sued? . . -

This example 13 ‘not’ unique, |
Each year in the United States,
3.5 miilion people are Injured in
traffic accidents, causing some
50,000 deaths .and twice ‘that .
number of permanent cripples.

Acco; to the U.S. Depart.v..

-ment of Transportation in a 1867
report, defects In the design and
maintenance of the road system

. was the largest single contribut. -

ing cause of this highway slaugh-

er. . N

venlent culprits of “the liability
crisis.” |

The latest |1 a long list of col:
umns critical of plaintiffs’ per-
sonal injury - attorneys is Rich.
ord's “Lawyers cash in on roads”
{April 24). . .
* He observes: “,, . the. next
time we damage a car wheel on
an unrepaired pothole, maybe we
ought to sue the lawyers,”

His example reflects too nar-
row a view of the problem, and
totally ignorés the victims of de-
fective roadways who ard con-
cerned . not with. damaged
“wheels,” but with permanent

several thoughts into a single disability and suffering sustained ter. . i
story,: 8 € in nccldeynts. : Attorneys representing injured
Qur president, Gwen Tomkow, ARGUMENT - BY example persons fight for improved safe-,

should include one from my'law
practice)
- In 1982, a beautiful 21.year-
old co-ed at a small Michlgan
college was a passenger In & car
belng driven on a rural road
It was a dark night, there were
no streetlights, no speed or
warning. signs ‘along the road,
and no barrier at a polnt where
the road abruptly ended.

The car.was.not belng driven
fast, but the driver was unable to
stop when the road ended without

ty on the highways. As a group':
they don't deserve to be singled ;
out for blame because they make
a lvirig at the same time, .~ .
MY FRIENDS ln;he(llxbm.ty.
who .
about increasing premiums for.
their clienta because of the “lla-:.
bility -crisis,” at the same time
quietly acknowledge that they've -
never made so much money
themselves. ) L
- When is the last time anyone:
heard of an Insurance company,

was pleased with the story sur-
rounding her. She certainly was

‘The photographer, Rick Smith,
did a great job and certalnly
made all the artists feel special.

Your support in promoting our
club certainly helped to make it
a very successful show, It is very

“gratifying to be part of ‘the
Farmington Artists Club, and es-
peclally because of the support
and coope}'nl!on we recelve from

negotiated the tightened serles of
fences in-47.606 seconds to take
the.victory from Joe Fargis who
hails from Petershurg, Va., and
who was in the saddie on Touch
of Class, the only mare in the
fleld, The Fargls/Touch of Class
duo were clocked in 47,835 sce-
onds, .

Now switch to-the Olymple

.Games of 1984 at Los Angeles.

Spearheading' an American . - °

“equestrian team which made its

Julie Bacon and the Cross pair,’

Amy and Andrew, just in recent
years.

ACTION AT the hunt club in .
the )

most successful showing ever

was this same Joe Fargis and the. -

same mare, Touch of Class,
Taking the gold medal in show.
Jumping, Fargis cleared 90 of 91
fences perfectly in both the indi-
vidual and team jumping com-
petitions. Millar? Yes, he wa:
there, too, and placed 14th. . . .

almost continuous in three rings
each day- from early morn}ng

That's feld Open Hunt
quality. I you. find.something
be}te_r, buy it.

the F . We
certainly hope our efforts opens
the possibilities for us to become
part of a Cultural Center in
Farmington, )

- Agalin, many thanks to both
you and Rick Smith for an excel-
Ient job. It was certainly a plea-
sure meeting ond working with
you. .

. Joan Gregory
Farmington Artist Club -

g. The car struck a tree
and my client hit the windshield
.withher head, | ,

She fought back from her inju.
ries, but she was left with per-
~manent faclal p , double
vision and the loss of half her
hegrlng, not-te mention the paln
a )]

! oss
with such disabling injuries.
The ‘heeldent could have been
prevented. The county road com.
mission knew about the danger
- on this road; there had been pre.
vious accidents.at the same site,
But warning signs'.and other
safety measures were not added
until after this girl was hurt.

* SUCH NEGLIGENCE result-
ed In a sizeable setilement -
against the road commisslon.

‘Whe among us would take this
money in exchange for the per-
sonal loss this girl has sustalned?

voluntarily opening up its finan<',
clal records to disclose the trua,
losses - or profits {hat they're
making during this “crisis"? . - ‘.
«As .with most complex social
bl simple solutions can.
be elusive. - Across-the-board:/
blame heaped on attorneys and,
the listic answers offered by
the Insurance industry and thelr,
apologists serve no useful pur-

Reasonable and fair reformsy,
in the tort liability system can be.
d when :all. rel t,.

‘facts are known, if the discussion, |
and debate remains free of coun-’ i
ter-productive prejudice . and,;

.rhetoric, |
. " Alan C. Helmkam
- - Livonia}:

. Alan Helmkamp is an attor-, |
ney with offices in Livonia, "y -
FRiirad Editer}: |
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There is no
fast solution

To the editor: * .
Lawyer-bashing is in vogue in
the pages of the Obsetver & Ec-
centric Newspapers and- else.
..where these days. :
The insurance industry and its
allles, including your Tim Rich.
ard, find attorneys |to lze q.«.; con; |
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- Cocktail Table
36% Lx25%Dx16H
Reg. *600

_ Your c

‘

Lamp Table
22Wx20%Dx21%H
* Reg. 580

!
4 ot

2800 N, Woodward

A Speéial Purchase

hoice
F

4BWx18Dx28 H
Reg. 4660 R

of Bloomfietd Hiils *

of Classic Brass
Brought to you hy

Stewt Gl

The classic lines of these traditlonal
designed tables from George Koch Sons'
will add richness and excitement to your'
home. The beautlful rich brass finish
compliments the reed tubing of the legs
mesting’ the smooth tublng and frame
deslgn. The tables are crowned with four
French styled mushroom finlals. The unique
tops are clear %" glass with an exquisite
ogee edge. Quantitles are limited, but
speclal orders wlll be honored through
Saturday, June 21.
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8 Sofa or Console Table L

St Glis

‘Mon., Thure. & Fri, ‘Ti1 9:00
: Sat. "l 5:30 -

Lo

9 each
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TR INTRODUCING -
% THE CHRONOGRAPH DY JEAN LASSALE
#UPTOTHE-MINUTE DESIGN, DOWN TO -

" 5/400 OF A'SECOND TIMING.

Superlor quartz engineering encased In clean lines. Infroducing
- the Chronograph, the newest addltion to the award-winning collec-
fy7-" tion of Thalassa fimepieces by Jean Lassals, Avallable in 48K gold, g ...
combination.of stalnless steel and 14K gold, and stalnless steal. Capped .-
with a scrafch-resistant sapphire, crystal. And water-resistant to 150 feet. This - -
thoroughbred sports watch shows elapsed minutes, seconds and 5/400th ofone

. second. The men’s Jean Lassale Chronograph.is the véry Iatest In tracking time.!

AT, JULES R.SCHUBOT . .~

c ‘jewellers -~ gemologists .- -
3007 West Big Bemf‘goxd' Suite T2+ Troy, Mictigan 42084 « (313) 649- 1122
L Reguendionsier G AmercanGemSoiey (1.
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Just South of Square Lake Road
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