+% THERE]IS a pact of me that |5 protie to violent
thoughts when I'sce violence done to another, The
murder of an Innocent senior cltizen in her home is one
such example, ) -
AVhen that kind of news story is told, something in me
_calls for at least cqual violence to the murderer.
=" 1do not particularly like this darker side of myself
+"but1also know that I'am not alone in such thoughts,
- “Thls penchant for evenlng the score Is alive and well in
7 Ihe human ‘condition. Onc need look no further than the
;- -prpularity of Rambo for evidence of such feeling.
e Very few wil) argue agalnst dolng sométhlng to lessen
ithe violence that threatens, frightens and reviles any
+ ~decent person. The questlon, however, Is whether or not
: »we are able.d step aslde from our fear long enough to
1 Juok at the issue with something other than the eyes of
« fear. .

' e : E

: THE ONLY.thing we can say with certainty about the
“deterrence value of the death penalty is that the

secuted eriminal will not cemmit another erlme. To

; pretend that It goes further than that or that capltal

+ punishment:would make Michigan a safer place to live

{ I» whistling In the dark, .
Our nelghboring states of Ohio, Indiana and Tllinols

are only three cases in point. Al three have death

penalty statutes, but murders per capita In those states

femaln on o glar with our own, Just a cursory look at

vlelent erime in the state of Florida where execution Is

an: the baoks would cause one (o at least wonder as to

L the of such punishi In

. Yiolence. . -7}

1w, Florlda is, liowever, anexample of at least one

+ “problem with this ultimate punishment. Seven years

' dyo, this state put John Spenklelink to death for murder,

. His conviction was duc in part to his partner in the

. urlme, Frank Brum, “turning state’s evidence.”

faeeeqgee-

~ FOR THAT, Frank went free, hardly adding to the

Institutionalizing violence

N Cr———

+1 Rabbl Irwin
Groner. )

credibllty of his testimony. So instead of two alle ged
murders in prison, one Is dead and the other is on the
Streets,  © .

Add to this process the fact that most, if not all, of -
those recciving the death penalty are of the poorer class
and the even-handedness with which this punlshment is
applicd also {alls into question.

However, there Is another dimension which we cannot
afford to ignore. How do we teach non-violence to
chlldren when we are willing to Institulonalize violence
as o way to deal wlth a soclal problem?

On the one hand, such a deuble message confuses
chitdren. On the other hand, the louder message of
vielence as a solution is the one that takes hold,

17 WOULD SEEM that the real 1ssue is not so much

. the death penalty as it is the fear which has

understandably taken hold of people like you and me
who are sick of crime, .

1f all we are willing to bring to the problem is our
fear and perhaps a penchant for vengeance we mayend, *
up In a more dangerous position than we are now in, .
Having our socletal gut temporarily satisfied when the
switch Is pulled or dn injection glven will not In thelong
run give us safer nelghborhoods.' .

Whlle the news echoes our
in dectaring that enough is enough, his many previous
arguments agalnst capital punishment do not just go
away unless we are willlng to let our fears or our
penchant for vengeance determine our course,
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Medicine can affect sex life
DearJo; S — . . g
Could the medication I'm- - Ao There are travel agonts |
king for high blood : a2 gerontolo ? onts |.
IS IS o ST whogpocaizain
©-Mr AR, : N .
{Anonymous Reader) = AJJolayne  for disabled traveliors.
Dear Mr. A.R.: o ' o : -
l?nlt:aysnmuzum_ewbcnl' -1 . Farrell o e
receive lelters related toa B vooms (wheelchair accessible)

persons sex life ~ they wil
never sign their names. Anyhow,
your question i3 a good one.
Certaln drugs used in the :
treatment of high blood preasure
most definltely have a negative
effect on a persen’ssex llfe. .
Please dlscuss this problem

wlith your doctor, He may want

wheelchalr, -

We read and enjoyed your
column on the conveniences
offercd to older people when
travelllng abroad, Now, we think
& trip of this nature may not be
out of the guestion,

My busband 1s able to take
care of himself — I fust push the

to stop your .
decrease the dosage, or change it
to one that will not haye this -,
effect on you., el o
On the subject of drugs that
effect sexual function ~ some
drugs that are uscd to treat -+
depresslon and other mental .
health problems alse can have an
inhibltory effect on sexual
funetion,
Dear Jo: .
My husband and I travelled
through Britain years ago and
had always planoed to go back. ¢
Qur plans had to change though
beeause for the Jast 1wo years he
has been confined to a "

Do you think a trip of this sort
might be more trouble than it's
worth? If not, where do you, .
suggest we start? Thank you. .

: - Mrs.Lee
Dear Mrs. Lee: - L

It you and your husband are in
reasonably good health, I see no
reason why hls confinement to a
wheelchalr should stop you from
retirning to Britaln.: . - °

The best place to start Is for
the two of you to plan In detail
where you want to go and
exactly what your needs will be,

For example the type of
ground transportation that you

* When making your

you want ete. X
reservations be very specific and
honest with your travel agent;

- " obtain written confirmation and

the names of a1l the people with *

" whom you make your' .. .
arrangements, Also, its ~

* impartant that you are aware of

" any cancellation pepalties.

‘There are travel agerts who

" "speclalize {n making

arrangements for disabled
travellers. You can write to.them
at ASSIST, The Association for,
Speclalized Services Involving
Special Travellers, c/o 3080 .
.Yonge Street, Suite 4020, -
Toronto, Ontario MAN 3N1.
Planning i3 probably the key to

.+ your having a pleasant, .
* . uncompllcateéd trip. Good luick.

Readers can twrile to
Jolayne Farrell at P.0, Box 68,
Postal Station G., 1075 Queen

.Street East, Toronto, Ontario,
Canada. oo

_ will require, the kinds of hotel .

County asks
“volunteers

. as mounties
! The Mounted Dlvision of Oakland
- County Public Safety needs more
. volunteers "{d” help patrol county
. parks, contro]; strike detalls, ride in
+ parades and assist local law enforce-
: ment officers,
i, To be a mémber of the Mounted
Division, onc"must be 21, have.a
« well-tralned horse, trafler, gun and
+ ¥addle. The Mounted Division, a vol-
{ unteer organlzatlon, will supply uni-
! dorms, badges, ralncoats and horse
i
'
i

blankets, Coupty Executive Danicl
T, Murphy said,
Riders must be wiiling to attend
: -meetings the: second Monday eve-
v Ting of every ‘month at the Oakland
+ County Service Complex, 1200 N.
+ Telegraph, in:Pontlac, Meetings will
+ inelude training of horscs,
., New members will learn how to
use a gun at the sheriff's department
range. Thoseinterested should call
Chief Medward Tessler at 858-0931. -
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“I feél like the most special new mom in the world

.. . thanks to the staff

;
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!
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at St. Joseph Mercy Hospitall”

indy Caron, Oxford

*“Right from the beginning, I had:

50 many questions and concerns.
Because I needed 2 new - .
.obstetrician, I called St. Joe's first.
They recommended a doctor in:'

my area and they

that I Visit'the hospital as’saon.as
possible to get acquainted.” " -

also suggested

My husband and I have

enrolled in several

courses for our

family; the pre-natal classes which
will prepare me for my first

natural childbirth experience, the
sibling classes for our'sons, and"
even the grandparent’s classes (my
parents will love these!) Becausé, -
even though this is our third ‘child,
we all have a lot to learn,

The staff at St. Joe’s also told us
that when the baby is born, the
same nurses who have taught our
classes will most likely be with us
throughout labor and delivery. .
That’s so comforting. It's obvious

much as we do.
it’s pretty special,
Write or call us at

free information
obsiciric services.

St. Joe's. . ,our family

packet on our

that they care about this birth as’

thinks .
too!” :

'858-3160 fora

JOSEPH MERCY HOSPITAL

900 WOODWARD AVENU!_:‘

PONTIAC,

, MI48053

" Kim Kittinger, RN: Cindy Camn: Joyee Glaiz, RN;
< Jatal Panab, D o ST Gl |

* A civison of Sistes of Morcy Hasith Comoraton
We treat you in a speciel way.
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