The opossum can aurvive in an urban area — or almost any

area ~—~ I:of:t_:uuo it has such an omnivorous diet.

Toothy 'possum

-
By Timothy Nowlckl
speclal wrlles

MOST ANIMALS In southeast
Michigan are focturnal — (hat ls ac-
tive during tiénight. And since most
ofus are sleeping at this time, we
have few chances to see animals that
Inhablt urban'dreas, .

An opossurp |s onc of those noctur-
nal anlmals’ that has been able to

, sugvive In anurban area,

While sittlog down for breakiast
(15 other day; T happened to notice
anjopossum waddle across the yard
taggard our house, His Hght gray coat
coptrasted brightly against the green
grdss Hlluminated by the diffused
Iight caused byrain clouds overhead,

e did not look like a large indi-
vidital. SoméSpossum may welgh 12
poginds. HIS:Iofig pointed snout re-
minded me thit an opossum has the
dublous distimetion of having the
mgst tecth of anly Michlgan mammal
~50. -

ALL THOSE' TEETH are used In
feeding on a diet of varied {tems,
sugh as berrjes, nuts, small mam-
mls, Insectaand, in urban arcas,
garbage. It Is this omnlvorous diet
thiat enables an opossum to survive
i3 number of habitats.

Jeveral thousand years ago, opos-
sum diverged *from populations of
(h@Sr now distant relatives, the kan.
gageo, From South America they
gradunlly moyed north and now in-
haBlt most of North America,

Dlichigan's first written record of
aneopossumZwas by Cadillac, the
foinder of Detrolt, at the beglnning
ol:ghe 16th century. Since then, they
haye been seen ihroughout the south-
erg half of Mlohigan,

-Qnly withinthe last 40 years did
the opossum cxpand its range into
the Upper Penlnsula.

f’outh Corps
dids museums

gn its fourth year of operation, the
Miechigan Youth Corps is expected to
provide 12,500 jobs t0 18- to 21.year-
0ld men and women this summer,
acgording to Gov. James J. Blanch-
ard. X
I'he projects.range from mosquito
coptrol to historic renovation and
growing food for the poor. Most jobs

lajt six to eight weeks and give the .

wdrkers a .chance to carn about
$1:000 at $3.35 an hour.

n Oukland County, a crew will re-
nayvate a local farm bullt In 1869 and

. dopated to Waterford Township to be

used as a museum.

An Greenfigld Vilage, 10 Youth
Cdrps members will serve as guldes
arid help with grounds maintenance.

Workers In Trenton and the
Southgate Reglonal Center, In
Southgate, will serve as aldes.
Applicationsifor Youth Corps jobs
arg: still available at all MESC offic.
and at many employment and
ining offivoy, career centers, col-
teges and community colleges.
County needs
rec eguipment

Oakland (.'cu'nty Is secking dona-
475 of recreatlonal equlpiment fur u
Children's Village shelter for abused
and neglectetphitdren. .

Persons with equipment donatlons
may call recreation speciallst Greg
Algssl, 858-1135,

An  athletic complex is being
planned to Include two softbell dla-
monds, a cinder running track,
soccer and fotdball felds.

Needed arit arts and crafts kits,
badminton - <equipment, baschall
gloves, bases, bicycles, boxing cquip-
ment, cue sticks, croquet scis, equip-
ment bags, fidhing rods, Frisbees,
golf cqulpment, gym mats, hockey
sticks, horseshocs, Ice skates, model
cafs and plofids, table tennis equip-
ment, pool tables, tents and camping
accessorics, welghtlifting equipment
and wrestling mats,

Bringafriend.
Donate Blood
together.
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OPOSSUM HAVE papery cars
and a naked, prehensile tail, both
suseptible to frostblte, During Michl-.
gan winters, opossum. den-up in
abandoned woodchuck or skunk
holes, Insulating them with leaves

and grasses, In spring they emerge - .

and begln to raise thelr young, ,

In addition te a record number of
teeth, opossum are also the only
marsupial_found in Michigan, Thelr
young are born after only 13 days
gestation, *

They arc no bigger than a navy
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'Humans, gorillas, chimps
WSU scientist says they are genetically similar

When you call, your brother-in-law a gbrilla or .

vefer to the nefghborhood kids as chimps, you
aren't far off, )
Renowned evolutionist Morrls Goodnian of
Wayne State Unlverslty has collected flrm evi-
dence that gorillas, chlmpanzees and humans
are less than 2 percent different genetically.
The three specles may have branched off of
the evolutionary tree almost slmultaneously,
0odman was onc of a handful of speakers in
the Amerlcan Assoclation for the Advancement
lon-Eval

-} of Science on “The Creat

tioh Controversy: 1086 Update” in Philadelphia.
Goodman of Oak Park described the confer-
ence as the AAAS's answer to the recent resur-

genee in the movement (o teaclr creationism (the )

bellef that the world dnd everything in it was

‘created in seven days) in sehool selence classes.
“WE THINK crcatlonlsm should maybe be

taught in 2 3 course, but not

The data that he and his graduate and post-doc-

toral students have gathered 5o far shows that -
" the three are closer than ever before belleved.

“We can define with faltly precise figures the
exact genome (genetlc) divergence in the higher
primates,” Goodman explained, “Presently, we
have found a L7 percent difference between
humans and chi and with oran
about bwice that value.” © . N

As recently as 30 years ago, sclentists be-
licved gorillas* and chimpanzees were’ much
more closely related than were humans and go-
rillas or humans and chimpanzees, Goodman
sald that bellef was at Jeast partly egotistical.

“They placed far too much welght on Intelli
gence belr:f a factor,” he said, N

THE WAYNE State blology, anthropology and
anatomy professor studles evoluton by looking
aDtV(l_m building blocks of genetic material, the

NA nucl Nuol

in a science course,” he sald, He feels his evl-
dence alone puts an undeniabte hole in the theo-
ry of creatlonlsm.

encode the amino
aclds that make up proteln chalns,
To determine the degree of genetic dlver-

scneué'dlvergencc.
-"We. hava sequenced 18,000 (humsn, gorilla
and chimpanzee) nucleotides 8o far — more than

*6,000 aligned nucleotlde pairs — and the differ-
- ences seen support the three-way evolutionary
Goodman sald.

Po;

spllt of the species,” .
_He odded that such detalled genetic informa-
on may also help In the medical fledd. . . .
“It should identify sequences lavolved in gene

"expression and provide clues on how some

genetle dysfunctions could be treated,” he sald.
Goodman was the first to demonstrate that

not only are the two African apes (chimpansees

. / pes
.and gorillas) and hymans closer In genetic kin-

ship to'one another than fo Aslan apes (orangu-
tans and gibbons) and ather species, but that the
two African ape specles are each about as close
to humans as to the other,

GOODMAN'

)

'S career as a_molecular evolus

tionist began In a lsb at the University of Wis-
consin. T o7

{opn

oodman began studylng genetle d

gence between the two n;‘wclm. he comparea nu.

cleotlde
between gorlltas, humans and chimpnzees to
determine how closely the three were linked.

q that
mon ancestor. The smaller the percentage of u-
cleotides In dllren_:nl positions, the smaller the

from a com. *

While dolng his past-doctoral work at Califor-
nfa Insitutue of Technology, Goodman said, “T.
thought it would be furi to compare humans to-
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animals and look at the molecular differences.”
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tmn{. butllhey cmgvl u:imlfc h:ch{u to 8F E:
the female's pouch an gin feed. .. ¢
Ing. This pouch 13 what characterizes Lo L 1“25""'%“ Buriio e IS
them as o marsupial and ‘makes § . 3198.Maln AnnArbor, MI48104 995-1095 ook . SiDequind o1+
them related to the kangaroo. | - ; — Cabinet Clad...541-5252
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"Jo make the right decision,
you have to know about Harper”’

Harper Hospital

SCIENCE / RESEARCH-/ HOPE AND HEALING:

Affiliated with the Schoo! of Medicine, Wayne State University and associated with the Prentié Compreherisive Can

For more information about Harper Hospital, telephone 745-8000,  Physicians, please call 745-8130 for inform:

: 1 For yourself or for

% someone youi love, take 1.+ ¢
the time now to ;
cdrh what's going’
as Harper Hospital
and the Comprehensive
: Cancer Center.
This is where major cances,
research is headquartered and where cancer
treatment and clinical knowledge are
concentrated. The federa! government
org d the Comprehensive Cancer
Center Program to funnel research funds
into a few strong centers like this with )
advanced research and treatment capabili- .
tics, Many of the other centers, such as
Memorial Sloan-Kettering in New York
and the M. D, Anderson Tumor Insti-
tute in H , refer mid pati
to Harper for treatment, The idea -
is t0 keep cancer patients close to the
leading cdge of medical science and:
discovery, up front where breakthroughs
in h are translated quickly into -
treatment, Breakthroughs like the cancer- h
fighting superconducting cyclotron,
‘which Harper helped develop. This amazing
machine, the first of its kind anywhere
in the world, will bombard cancer tumors
that are resistant to conventional radia-
tion therapy. And Harper patients will be
there, At the beginning, . e .
R There is new hope every day. |, R
So ask your physician or genéral hospital
about a consultation at Harper -~~~ :
Hospital. Every cancer paticnt deserves

od’

this opportunity,
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