Farmington Hilis Department of Public Survlce director Yom Biasell {left) and Dan Roonay {in water), uuperlntendenl of the Divlsion of Public Works, holp clear dobrls from the Rouge. T

Rouge Rescue ’86 S
Volunteers, city employees heip glve the Rouge a cleanmg

By Joonna Maliszowsk}
staff writor

IT \VAS bhumid and muddy. But

125 volunteers and 40 clty em-
ployees particlpated Saturday
in “Rouge Rescue ‘86
Cleanup” in Farmington Hllls,

While city employees trudged
through the muddy Rouge, pulllng up
dead trees and logs, volunteers steod
ready on the banks to take the debris

Robert Rankin of Farmington
Hills' parks and recreation
staff tightens tho chain on his
saw during
cleanup.

the Rouge

Davo Sollors {loft) and Larry Thomas, both 11, of Boy 8Scout
Jroop 491 (Detroit), haul debris from the Rouge to an arca
- - ‘where It can be picked up by trucks,

to waiting trucks.

“We had 20 truckloads. They were
five-yard dumps. And we filled two
dumpsters,” sald Dale Countegan,
coordinator of the city's Rouge
cleanup effort and assistant (o the
director of the Department of Public
Services,

Farmington Hills volunteers and
clty employees Jolned 1,000 Detroit.
arca workers Saturday In “Rouge
Rescue '868” — coordinated by
WJIBK-TV and partially underwrits
ten by Ford Motor Co. — a major
volunteer rlver cleanup effort in-
volving 10 communitles, private
buslnesses and govcrnmenlal re-
sources.

Most of the volunteers who turned
out Saturday morning shared a con-
cern for the Rouge, most of which
runs through private property in
Farmingten Hllls. The waterway
winds 126 miles through suburban
Detrolt. Most of the Rouge River
Basin is In Wayne and Oakland couns
tles.

“I ‘LIVE on Fcbble Creck, 2
branch of the Rouge. And I guess I
turned out teday for the same reason
I've worked on cleaning Pebble
Creek for 47 years: I just like it. I
enjoy it, You get to know the river —
Its characteristies,” said Farmington
HIlls naturallst Fred Harrlson,

“The river just adds to the beauty

of the whole arca, Its value should be .

brought eut te kids in school at an
carly age.”
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Harrlson, like many of the cleanup
volunteers, lent a hand out of love
and concern for nuture,

“There is so little left to the arca’s
natural beauty. You drlve out Hag-
gerty and where you once saw
farnis, now you see nothing but
blacktop. I would just ltke to do my
part to helping preserve the natural
beauly that remalns,” he said.

Volunteer Leah Blizman, a Farm-
ington Hills zoning employee, echoed
similar sentiments,

“I'm concerned about the condl-
tion of waterways, ecology; and you
can add acld raln (o the llst," said
Blizman, Jolned in the cleanup by
husband Paul and daughter Alexis,

“It's the chance to have some di-
rect affect on things rather than just
complalning or supporting things,”"
Blizman said.

“It's & general sense of communl-
ty. It's nlee to put back. And the hope
Is that everyone will paruclpate to
make the communlty better.”

FARMINGTON HILLS offlclals
called the cleanup effort — centered
behind the Farmington Nursing
Home, 304905 Folsom — a'great sue,

"Evcryhady worked together and
worked well,” Countegari said. “And
we prelly much comp!c(l:d the
work," -

The Fnrmlngtan Nursing Home
site was chosen because it Is consid-
ered onc of the city's blggest prob-
lem areas along (he river. Major
logjams have blocked the river and,
in some cases, caused it to back up
and overflow, Countegan said.

‘The .Rouge in Farmington Hilly
has net suffered from poliutlon as It
has In some of the downrlver com-
munitles.

“Qur maln objective was the fiviz
logjams — and that was completed,"”
said Dan Rooncy.of the city’s De
partment of Publie Service, “It was
2 good target area. §t was congested
with logjams and debris, and we
found same tires.”

Volunteers In Farmington Hills in-
cluded representatives from the Boy
Scouts of America, Farmington Arca
Jayeees, Farmington Nursing Home,
Botsford General Hospltal, Clvil Alr
Patral, as well as famllles and indi-
viduals.

FARMINGTON HILLS' cleanup
was sponsorcd by the city, Farming-
ton Nursing Home; Botsford General
Hospital and Communlty Emergen-
¢y Medlcal Service.

It was great to see as many clif-
7on valundeers shaw up, Thora warn
a couple of familles, scuum, women
and men. It was a real effort,” sald
City Manager Willlam Costlck, who
also jolned the early’ mornlng
cleanup. “It was dirty, it was muddy
and it was humld, But everyone had
a great time.”

Farmington Nursing Home resi-
dents provided coffec and doughnuts
during reglstration and ran water
stations throughout the cleanup,
Lunch was provided by the nursing
home. Ford Moter Co, offered volun-
teers hot-air balloon rides.

By the end of the morning's
cleanup, volunteers were as covered
in mud as clty employees who

" Jumped into the river,

Following tunch, Harrison said he
went back upstream from the nurs-
Ing home and worked “for another
hour, helping clear the fine debrls,” .

Other than pleking up little bits of
debrls and putting up the guardrail
near the river that hod. to be taken

down Saturday for the cleanup, vol- *

unteers and clty workers completed
the work that needed to be done,
Rooney sald.

Although clty officials’ have not
been invelved In lengthy discusslons
about future cleanups aleng the
Rauge, most belleve efforts should
continue.

“I thlnk 1t would be a great 1dea,”
Costick sald.
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Lisa SIrno. M foreg uund). community rola- of Boy Scout Troop 431 (De!roll) to thelr work
tions with the Fai Hills De- atulionalong the Hnuao.
pqgl_n)_anl of Spe,c_:!ul_ rvices, leads mombers ..

First the BA,
‘MA, or PhD
ext, FYL

Now that you've got your degree, sent yaur rasume, ami havo some inlarvlawa
. sotup, Il's 1lmo to soloct the absclutaly perfect business suit to wear to Ihnm
- FYi can help, and there Is no charge lar the sarvice.
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