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baseball
Legion
squad
gets fast
start

Don't look for the Farmington
Ameriean Legion bascball team
to be involved in too many pitch-
cr’s duals this season,

Farmingten opened the scason

Saturday with a double-header
ep of Waterford Chief Ponti-
95 and 11-7, Those are Jikely
ical scores, according to
andy Muijer.
d is definitely lack-
ng pitching,” Meier sald. “We are
Kuing 1o have 1o score a lot of
runs 1o win,"

Five players rapped two hits in
pgame one. Deany Atwell, Steve
Cudy, Paul Newitt, Dave Bartone
and Paul Spratinitis led the way.
Newitt knocked in four runs.

In game two, Farmington’s Joe
Bob Wenson and Cody ecach
kuocked out four hits. Cody was
6-for-9 with four RB} on the day.
Newitt, a Nerthville High junior,
stroked a three-run triple giving
him seven RBin the twin bill,

ATWELL, A Walled Lake West-
ern product, bad two more hits In
#ame two,

«Keith Motyka and Brent Dan-
icls, bath of Novi, were the win.
ning, pitchers,

“We are going 1o be a goad hit-
ting team,” said Meier, whose
team was third in the league last
year. “We're hitting .397 after
two games. But Waterford isn't
one of the bhetter teams In the
league.”

"The Farmington team draws
its players from the Farmington,
Walled Lake, Novi and Northville
area. The Farmington players on
the roster are Wenson, Art East-
man, Chris Alesander and Tem
Giroux. Both Alexander and
Giroux will be playing in the state
Class A semifinals with Brother
Rice this weekend.

JFarminglon’s next  opponent
will be defending league and dis-
trict_champion Ferndale, 6:30
p.tn. Friday at Ferndale.
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‘Lean on me' says Mercy's Michelle Smith (right) and Terrl
Ford obliges. Both are members of Mercy’s powerful Ali-Arca

400 relay team.

Can World Cup furor ignite
apathetic U.S. soccer fans?

B EOPLE AROUND this globe
of ours are riveted.
They are transfixed.

T They are hypnatized.
« %They are — well, you get the idea,
© The most stupcndous of sporis
évents has them hooked. K occurs
anly once every four years -- mercl-
fully so, stnce on more than one-oc-
Lagsion fans of the losers have leapt
from tall buildings with 2 single de-
spair-filled bound because the humil-
fation af defeat was too great a bur.
den to bear.

< Everywhere, people will tune in to
follow the exploits of thelr favorlte
tiam, absorblng every detail regard-
ing their favorlte performers.

. Everywhere, that Is, but tn the
greatest television-watching natlon
in the world — the U.S. of A,

JIF YOU HAVEN'T guessed, the
aport I speak of Is soccer. And just
south of eur country’s border is
where the World Cup soccer tourna-
ment is being contested,

; ‘Any sperts-loving American would
Aever — never — dream of not tun-
ing Into the Super Bowl, Even If he
did sleep through everything after
the four-hour pre-game show, he'd
I¢ave the game blaring on his TV.

1And yet, few of our countrymen
will raise an eyebrow over such a
worldwlde sports spectacular as the
orld Cup. We boast that 100 milllon
televislons tune In the Super Bawl,
but as many as one billion people
Will watch the World Cup.

; THERE'S A QUESTION here beg.
ging for an answer. How come?

+ How can soccer command such an
dudience everywhere clse, and yet
ful) so miserably here?

« 'd swallow all the standard rea-
sbns — no national team to cheer
frr, u long list of other sports divert-
ing our attention, ever that soccer is
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just plain boring — except that the
evidence refutes them.

For Instance: The most popular
eyent at the 1984 Summer Olymptos
— the games held in Los Angeles —
wasn't basketball or volleyball, It
was soceer.

Here's another shocker for you,
What's the No. 1 participatory sport
among U.S, youth?

No, not howling. It used to be
baschall, but a couple of years age
soccer forged to the forefront.

Seems to me that would indicate
an interest exists. And at the
moment, the only major sport now
playlng at stadiums everywhere is
baseball (although I know mere than
a few Detroiters who insist pro base-
ball left this town more than a
month ago),

What we've got here is a paradox.
Interest in the warld's most popular
game but no audience for the world's
blggest sparts attraction.

Tim Storch, the Troy Athens
soccer coach, has some reasonable
reasans for this dilerama,

“They play a different brand of
soccer,” sald Storch. “When they
lose possesston of the ball, they ail
come back and play a low-pressure
style of defense, The problem with
Amcrican fans is that they like to
sce an upbeat style. That's why in-
door soccer does 50 weil.”

INDOOR SOCCER must scem llke
an abortlon to purists of the game.
Six on a slde, playing on a carpeted
hockey rink? Other than the ball, it

Isn't even remoately simllar to the
World Cup variety.

‘The conservatlve style of Interna-
tlonal soccer certainly bores U.S.
fans, who llke their action fast and
furlous.

‘There are good reasons for the
sluggish tempo, International games
are played on larger surfaces — 130
yards long, 80 yards wide — than in
the US., where ficlds are roughly
120 x 65, Only one substitution Is al-
lowed per game, ivo, and when that
player is substituted for he cannot
return,

“If a star player gets hurt, a lot of
teams will play shorthanded until he
can return,” Storch explained.

No team can afford to play a high-
pressure, aggressive style for an en-
tire game on such a large fletd with-
out substituting players. That's why,
as Storch sald, “Until they get into
the last 35 yards of the fleld, the (de-
fensive team) will let them do what.
ever they want to do.”

IT TAKES a great deal of pa-
tlence, for player and fan alike.
Teams mount cndless attacks,
searching and walting for a defen-
sive lapse, then pouncing.

Defenses have reigned thus far,
There have been few games with
more than two gonls scored, total, by
both teams,

Storch figures Interest in the
World Cup will z00m when the U.S.
finally puts a team Into the fleld of
2 .

4. .

Maybe. But American sports fans
are not a patient breed. If you want
10 cultivate an audlence in this coun-
try, shrink the field, shuttte players
in and out, stencil a two-goal line
onto the fleld (like the NBA's three-
point fleld-goal lne), parade some
scantilly-clad cheerleaders down the
sldellnes, =

.

powered by Ford

8By Chris McCoaky
stalf writer

OB KIRKLAND has coachéd
many outstanding Individu-
al track and field perform-
ers at Farmington Hills

Mercy over the years, but it's doubt-
ful he has conched any better than
Terri Ford.

Ford has been the premier
sprinter In Observerland the past
two years and was among (he state’s
elite thls year.

“Time after time in the last two
years, she has brought the sprint re-
lay team from Incredible deficits to
Hirst-place finlshes in dramatle fash-
ion,” Kirkland sald, “Terrl’s true
track talents have just begun to ma-
ture and If she pursues a running ca-
reer, the results will be overwhelm-
Ing.”

Ford is a twe-time regional cham-
pien In the 200-meter dash and a
three-time Catholle League champ.
She was runner-up In the state meet
this year, missing out by .01, She Is
also a two-time regional and Catho-
lic League champ In the 100 and this
is her third All-Area selection.

Terrl Ford, without question, is
the 1986 Observerland Track
Woman of the Ycar. She headlines
the 1986 All-Area Girls Track and
Field Team as sclected recently by
area ceaches.

FIELD EVENTS

Suc Naster, Bishop Borgess, shat
put: This senjor, a two-time All-Area
choice, had the area’s top tosses in
bath the shot put (37-3%) and the
discus (12110}, She was a reglonal
and Observerland champion In both
events. She qualified for state three
stralght years. And she maintained a

ali-area
girls track

' 1988 ALLAREA
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* hot puf: 1, Eue Narter (Borgesa): 2.
Mancy Cothran (N. Farmingion); 3. Stacy

3.46 grade polnt average,

Karen Marcinlak, Plymouth Sa-
lem, discos: Her toss of 117-11 this
year established a Salem record and
was the second best (oss fn Observer-
Innd. She was a Western Lakes
champ both last year and this year,
She never lost In a dual meef and
was a stale {Inalist this year.

heri Johnson, Dishop Borgess,
high jump: A junlor, Johnson was the
Class A state champlon in this event
with a 5-8 leap. She has been a state
finallst for theee straight years. She
won Individunl tltles this year at the
Observerjand, Spartan and West
Bloomfleld relays. She malntains a
3.5 in the classroom.

Stacey Gumblin, Redford Thurs-
ton, long fump: Her leap of 17-1%1
was caslly the arca’s best this sea-
son. It atso won her a Class B reglon-
al title, She was a Northwest Subur-
ban League champion and a faur-
event standout for the Eagles,

TRACK EVENTS

Lisz Dominate, Livonla Frankiln,
100-meter hurdles: “She is a true ex-
ample that champlons are made and
not born. She made hurdling a 365
day commltment,” says her coach
Steve Dolloway. Her 15.6 time tles
her for the arca's best. She was a
Western Lakes champ In both the
high hurdles and long jump. And in
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Terri Ford
Mercy

Karen Opp
John Glenn

Joan Arndt
Lad 4

Graham {,

Discus: 1, Karon Marchiak {Salom); 2.
Pattl Brandon (Frankin); 2, Pattl Matthews
{Foemington). .

" Wit jurdps Crer dohesons (Borgesa)
2 N T Bonaey e Drossa:
elrong (Centon). -

! Long Nimp: 1. Stacey Gambin {Thurs-
ton): 2, Kal St H
) (c:.h.’n::)'?( evenson); 3, Sherry
- TRACK EVENTS

‘an«n«) or taxdios: 1. Lo msa;-n"
1ankin) ; lon Hostynskl i
2 Amy Johnson (Salem). __ - (._ ' .
1300 hurdies: 1. Massoy Ward (Gorden
City): 2. Katen Milen (Sovenson); 3, Lo
Gasarot (Farmioglon).” .

100 dash: 1, Diano Buckhatior (Weyne);
2, Dena Hood (Sakm); 3, Amy Hotman
{Btevonson), ° . M

200 dash: 1, Terr Ford {Morcy): 2, Tery
Spengler {N. Farmingion); 3. Debbie Babb

. 400 dash: 1, Karon Opp_{John Glenn)s
2 Kaki Stubbs (Gardon Giy); 3. Tricls

Camey (Canton);
mon(m °3c’aln (Ladywood): 2.

g 5 (Fi
venson);' 2. Mam (Canton); 3

400 iotir: 1. Marcy, (Torr Ford. Michobe

glor).« S Y e

1,600 mater: 1, ‘Garden ‘Chly “{Dedbia
Babb,. Marcis McKonde, Anjanetts Lanke
ford, Naxk!’ Stutbs) i 2, “Ladywood (Joan
Amdt Morica Gak, Sarsh Adzdma, Carinna

T
&, Suznce Moors): 2. Canton (Anddm
Marn, Marie Jarosz, Tricla Carney, Karen
Botuch) ;3. Chwrchld (Charlotie Gany, Bta-
cey Wolt, Kazeq Kantor, Carol Sulick) .
Coach of the Yesr: Paul Hoimberp. Livo-
nla Stevenson. -
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GRADUATION NIGHT
One of the happiest nights of

your life . . .
it!

(A X\ W)

DON'T DRINK
AND DRIVE

Sponsored by:
MICHIGAN’S LARGEST
MERCEDES BENZ

DEALER -

- ESTATE MOTORS, L'TD.

464 SOUTH WOODWARD AVENUE » DOWNTOWN BIRMINGHAM

644-8400

. AUTHORIZED SALES ¢ SERVICE « PARTS
OPEN MONDAY AND THURSDAY EVENINGS UNTIL 9 P.M.
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