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Norm Hoenes has been made a be-
licver, but there was a tlme when he
had his doubts about his Westland
John Glenn bascball team.

The Glenn coach was very pes-
simistic even before the season
started.

But with a team on the threshold
of .a state Class A ‘champlonship,
Hocenes has become a convert.

Glenn, sporting a 26-2 overall
re¢ord, Is only two steps away from
the coveted title, Its next test is 5:30
p.m. Friday against Blrmlngham
Brother Rlee (22-14) In a state seml-
final game at Western Mlchigan Uni-
vesity in Kalamazoo.

*I thought we had a better team
fast year,” admitted Hoenes, the 20-
year veteran coach. “We went 18-8
fast year, which isn’t bad, but we got
kaiocked out of the (pre) district by
(Farmington) Harrison.”

Glenn watched last year from the
sidelines as Harrlson advanced to
the state semifinals,

Even though Glenn had a top-
notch pitcher returnlng In Steve
Irwin, the Rockets® coach had llttle
hope for his 1986 tcam.

*I THOUGHT with Irwln we'd win
about half of the time he pitched,”
Haenes said. “We also had lost a cou-
ple of pcople, Tony Boles and Billy
Barber, before the season even start-
cd, We had only 38 try out for the
varslty and JV teams.”

Boles, the All-State football play-
cr; left the team during pre-scason
drills, while Barber, figured to be
the Rockets’ No. 2 pltcher behind
Ir¥in, was declared ineliglble for ac-
ademie reasons.

Hoenes admitted, “we're using a
cuuple of players that were on our
original cut lis¢.”

“I can’t explaln it,” satd the Glenn
coach. “They just jelled.

"Maybe they realized we didn't
have a lot of talent and they just
pulled together.”

This Glenn team, however, (s not
without tatent. About half of Glenn's
current roster play for the Westland
Mantle teain that beat Puerto Rico

: Thiéy just jellod. Maybio
; thoy realized we didn’t
+-have a lotof talent and

. Glenn coach '

last summer for the national title.
Trwln, the 6-foot, 210-pound right-
hander, has been nothing short of
devastating thls season, The bard-
throwing Glenn ace, bound for East-
ern Michigan Universlty, throws an
effective curveball and slider, He Is
10-0 with an 0.86 carned run average
and has 122 strikeouts in 65 innings.

ousting Canton in the r
play Brother Rice in the

BUT THE BIG surprise for the
Rockets [s Clint Straub, a confident
sophomore with a 6-0 record (Includ-
ing four saves) and a.327 batting av-
erage. When he docsn't pitch, Straub
can play second, third or catch.

“I really didn't know much about
him,” Hoenes sald, “He comes across
cocky. The other players weren't
sure about him, but now they're sure
because he can back it up.”

Straub Is one of six Glenn players
hitting over .300. The others Inciude
shortstop Rick Tavermina (.390),
catcher Mike Hammontree (.389),
center fielder Chuck Hammontree
(-361), Trwin (.342) and designated
hitter Shawn Wlison (.306),

“The difference thls year {rom *
last year Is that we're making runs,”
Hoenes said,

Wilson bats for Pat Pettit, who
plays sccond base. Senior Mike
Wells, ticketed for bench play befere
the season started, has emerged asa

Stave Irwin celobrates with his

t's Glenn vs. Rice in ‘A’
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BILL BRESLER/stnll phiotographor

John Glenn teammates after
last kend. The

steady glove at first. Senlors Jim
Kenyon, the right flelder, and Tom
Rogala, the left flelder, round out
the starting Mneup,

THE GLENN OUTFIELD has

been sharp defensively, particularly
Kenyon inrlght.

“He's batting around .250, but he's

worth .800," Hoenes 'sald. “He'’s our
;plrllual teader. We couldn’t replace
tm.”

Even though Glenn got off to a 5-0

start, Hoenes wasn’t completely sold
on his club,

“We won, but we had some breaks

in those games,” Hoenes said. “But
then we had five tough games right
tn a row and I'sald to myself, ‘This Is
where we're really golng to find out
how good we are'™

Glenn won ali five, including a

double-header sweep of Wolverine A
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©'GOLF LINKS QUALIFIERS

Kathy Heriford of Farmington
Hills Is one of 15 gollers who will
represent Michigan at the 1986 U.S.
Women's Publle Links Champlonship
to'be held Wednesday through Sun-
day, June 18-22, at Stevens Point,
Wis.

Heriford quallfied for the natlonal
mbet by placing second at a recent
qualifying tournament at the Faulk-
weod Shores Golf Club In Howell.
Heériford shot an 80 to advance to the
national tournament for the first

® HOBLEY CAGE CAMP

Bllly Ray Hobley, a member of
the world famous Harlem Glo-
betrotters, will conduct a basketball
camp June 30 through July 4 at Oak-
land Community College in Farm.
ington Hilts,

The dally basketball sesslons be-
gin 8 a.m. and end at 3 p.m. and reg-
Istration will be taken on a first-
come, first-served basis, There s a
$75 registratlon fee for daily tran-
slents and a $165 fee for borders
{which includes meals and hotel ac-
at the Hollday Inn).

time after flve att

Lynne Thompson of Farmington
Hills was another area qualificr, She
shot a 93 at the Hidden Valley Golf
Club In Gaylord.

There were 36 quallfying sites
actoss the country and Michigan has
the most Individual qualifiers of any
state.

Professlonal guest speakers will
include Earl Cureton of the Detroit
Plstons, Perry Watson, basketball
coach at Detroit Southwestern High
School and Alvin “Bo” Dukes of the
Detrolt Spirits, Registratlon dead-

ment (471-7599) or Marvin N. Miles
{389-2700). .

® COACHES WANTED

‘The Bloomfleld HiMs School Dis-

trict is taking appllcations for a
nember of head coaching posltlons
for the 1936-87 school year.

‘There are four head coachlng pési-

tlons open at Andover High Schanl,
including boys basketball and lce
hockey and glrls gymnastles and vot-
leyball. At nelghborlng Lahser, open-
Ings are avallable in boys wrestling
and girls gymnastics.

Potential candldates may call

Bloomtleld Schoels Athletle Director
Norman Qulnn at 540-9800,

Also, al Rocper IHigh School — a

private school in Bloom!leld Hills —
there Is an openlng for a glris soccer

ltne is June 25. coach. Candldates 'can call the
For informatlon, calt the Oakland  school's athletic department at 642-
Community College Athletic Depart-  1500.
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SAY 'KAST  NOW!
LENNOX Central Air Conditioning
and KAST'S GREAT SERVI .

Will Keep You Cooler!

July and August are gotng to be hot months!
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years with our incomparable instailation and servi
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Friday in Kal,

Conference co-champlon Wayne Me-
mortal, The Rockets went on to win
the grueling 12-school Western
Lakes Actlvitles Assoclation
(WLAA), and then beat Redford Blsh-
op Borgess (8-1), Wayne (10-1), Gar-
den Clty (6-2), Plymouth Canton (2-1)
and Monroe (17-1) in state tourney
ploy.

“We could have folded, but we
didn’t,” Hoenes sald, *When they get
behind, they don’t panle, That's why
I'm geally proud of them.”

HOENES SAID that whatever
happens from here “is all gravy.”

“Nobody paid attentlon to us all
year,” he sald. “We weren't ranked
untll the last weck of the season,”

Glenn and Rice play at 5:30 p.m.
The other semifinal game pits Ypsi-
lantl against Flint Central at 3:30

.m.
The winners witl face off at 5:30
p.m. Saturday at WMU,

semifi

Timko holds key to :

Warriors’ f

By Marly Budner
staff writer

Ron Kalezynskl i one bascball

hal

ortunes -

Rice, with Timko back at hls fa
mlllar lead-off pesition, has had af
Interesting state tournament. vite

In the district two weckends ago':

ot 1 Fleld Jn Royal Oak,!

coach who stresses
“team concept” over Irdividual star-
dom!

However, he docs admit Rlce's
baseball scasen has laken on a
rather curious course centered
around outfielder John Timko.

The Warriors won 15 of thelr {irst
18 games and impressed cnough peo-
ple to be ranked the state’s No. 1
Class A team with Timko batting
lead-off, Rice even was challenging
Bishop Gallagher and Catholic Cen-
tral in the Catholic League baseball
race.

Then Timko suffered 2 broken foot
in a freak accident while taking hls
outfleld position durlng a ‘league
game against Redford Blshop Bor-
gess. He missed 12 games.

With Timko out of the lne-up,
Rlce lost 10 of Its next 12 games. Its
League record collapsed from 8-2 to
9-11. As.the regular-scason ended
they were completely overlooked by
the pollsters.

But, Timko returned five games
ago and the Warrlors have not lost
slnce.

In fact, Brother Rice (22-14) whll
play in the.state Class A semifinal
bascball game at §:30 p.m. Friday at
Western  Michigan  University
against the state's No. 3-ranked
Westland John Glenn (26-2) Rockets.
The winner advances to the state
champlonshlp game at 5:30 p.nm. Sat-
urday at the same site.

KALCZYNSKI IS hoping Timko
can lead Brother Riceto two more
victorles and its first ever Class A
state baseball championship.

“I've mever seen a non-pitcher
have an affect on a team ke John
Timko has had on our team,". said
Kalezynski, who succeeded Al Fra-
cassa as Rlce’s baseball coach four
years ago,

“I saw (Frank) Tanana play with
Catholic Central and he was llke a
man ameng boys, He had a great im-
pact on thelr team. But, then again
he was a piteher, John Is like that
with us. We're 20-4 overall with him.

“John just scems to make us bet-
ter,” he sald. “The other kids seem to
be more confldent of thelr abilities
with him In the lincup.”
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Rlce scored 18 runs on 29 hits in Ifs
hest offensive flurry of the seasorit:
(the Warrlors ended the regular sed+'4
son with a .203 tcam-batting aver-
age). Brother Rice defeated Troy, 8
1, then ook Ferndale for the distriet .
title, 10-8, 1
However, In the regionals las!
weekend at Grosse Pointe North}”
Rlce found a new way to win. ThHe'¢
Warrlors didn’t outslug their fos
(they were actually outhlt in the twéie .
Bames by 12-10 margin) like they di; .
at the districts, but relled on som
steady pliching and clutch hltting.

10
RICE UPSET Grosse Polnte South
in the regfonal semifinal game, 7-21%+
as Timko hit a grand slam to insube"¢
the victory. Then, In the champlond!
ship game, Rice's Chrls Sulllvan and
Tom Glroux clouted home runs |
4-1 triumph over Fraser for {ts firsi
ever reglonal tltle. -
“This Is & team with characteh,®
said Kalezynskl, “It just scems !’
everybody Is contrlbuling right now
and that’s what has gotten us this faf
Into the state tournament. L
“(Joc) Arends had a big home ryt."
in the reglonal tournament and (Jeft)i
Caleaterra had three hlts and drovél
In some key runs. Sullivan got that
blg home run at the regional. o
“The kids have just become united:.
We could have folded up under all”
the adverse circumstances we've
had thls year, “Bul, they just never
gave up. Everybody 1s picking up the 3
slack up and down the line-up,” ~ wo=t
Timko leads the Warrlors with a?
.395 batting average, including four
home runs and 29 RBI in only 24
games. Arends has seven hits in ¥l
last four tournament games, i
Dave Gerraghty (shortstop), Craigy;
Dunne (right fletd), Mark Bush {dés«:}
Ignated hitter) and Chris Alexandes’
(flrst base) are Rice's other startersso
Junior.Steve Sehutz (10-2) will.Be
the starting pitcher Friday agaiosto
Glenn's undefeated senlor Steve )
Irwin (10-0). Schutz has won fourof.|
Rlee's flve state-tournament gonmes:
(including a pre-district win over.t
Berkley). Schutz has allowed just oiie
home run this scason and has a stedat
tar 1,65 carncd-run average, 1]

al

O it e prenn P H
Rl s e o8 P

'20&46} P

L . Tana. g
A A gt g gt 36 Y
TH WG X

incorporitag; Fn‘;mlnglan'Hun.g, Wi




