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RICK SMITH/s1alt photograph:
Todd Devitt (at left) took the role of the hero and Ray Montoya drama staged by students in Farmington Training Center for - -
(above) played the part of the villain in the old-fashloned melo- their end-of-the-year production. .

How the Race Was Won
The play is not the thing for these students . ;

— it is a classroom learning experience :

By Loralno McClish ter's  student shows stepped “learned to take vesponsibillty,
stalt writer back to be announcer, only, for the learned to speak on cue without help,
i spring productlon of “How the Race  learned Lo ¢soperate with one anoth- -
= RAN AARON, director, pro-  Was Weon." er, work tegether, work as a group,
ducer and narrator for That Is the big lessen,” she sald. R
Farmingion Trainlng Cen- “It was the first time the students

spoke all of their own lines,” Aaron AARON IS A resldent of Oak Park
said. "It was theilling and exciting  who started her career as a teacher
experlence for all of us.” to the deaf. She continued in that ca-
pacity until her deaf students were
The end-of-the-season: play, a malnslreamed Into the publle school
and the classes. .
menat she achleved was the last hor- .
rah at the center for Aaron who re- At Farmington Tralning Center
tires this month after a 10-year ¢a-  Aaron chooses the play she will pro-
reer, duce with care, always with 2 moral
and always with zesty songs,

Aaron made ll;lcnlcr a lrad:ll!on In
the center and then. turned the per-
 formances nto a dinner theater with ~ The good guys outwitted the bad
parents and staff contributlog to a  guys In “How the Race Was Won'

pot luck. while the cast sang out with gusto
. : songs such as “Camptown Races” g .
1 don't know why I did it. I just and “No. No. a Thousand Times No.” RICK SMiTH/stalf photographir
always did [t, wherever 1 was. I love Lisa Grodan hold the cards ' .

theater, and I just sort of fell into it

here,” she said, As for her retirement, Aaron says  that announced the begin-

she strongly suspects she will get in. ning of each scene in proper -
Preparation for the finished 30-  volved with Theatre for the Deal.  melodramatic stylo.

minute productions that take from . )

Janvary until mid-June, includes at
least a dozen songs, and as many stu-
dents as Aaron can squeeze onto the
stage. -

“The play itself Is certalnly not
the main thrust. The entire process
Is a learning expericnce, a great
learning expetience,” she said,

A . FIRST-TIME Farmington
Trainlng Center play-goer cannot
help but be aware of the unusual
amount of applause and cheering the
cast gets from its audicnce of fellow
students,
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i RICK SMITHatatfphotographor “That’ ,0f ¢ . . )
Anna Romanow takes a bow. Cast as the Seagram on her left, and Doug Vollinger on ke agﬁfnﬂ?{'n"..':f'lt°u's°§=?a°}x°n':.': O ) K %s
j:erolne in “How the Race Was Run,” follow her right. - self-esteem. But that is not wnusua) [f Seas On Sa\l‘“

‘actors are Pat Mobray, Joe Fi and Lena . here. These students are kind to one

- . another, There is just not the petti-
Directing

ness, the fealousy that you'll find in
other schools. When ane student does
i\ braken hand doesn't
deter Dean Cobb from

well on stage, In class, in sports, on
pointing, geaturing and call-

S = old
dve : 6
dle _
the p 4, wherever, . : Lo e
g e Byl On.goj eaT e

of them will take pride in every ac-

ing out directions to the 50 s:’:ﬁ;‘ﬂ'mcm one kid makes,” Aar- ) B 5o .
mamber cast of "South P . ‘ : * Every fur purchased will be kept :
citic” 1 “There is a lot ; 3 : b : H
mombors. of Farmington schoolo o 10 OF Mgging In the in cold storage free 'til Oct. 31. :
Community Band, Farming- Aaron thinks of the end-of-schoo) . . .t . ' .
:nn Mélul;ar::‘ ;Ir'ld Pé;mm play 13 a deviee to help the nuddem.l . ® Offer available only through -. -~ -~ |-}
(?onbb, Who Is tolbcommuni. et along with others, both in and oul . Saturday, June 21, 1986 ) .
tation coordinator for Farm- . L , Cy

Ington Public Schools, dou- ‘They come to us with many prob- L . :

iems and through theater some are
resolved and many are at jeast mis-
imized, That Is the big thrust. They'
learn how to follow directlons anc
learn how to be good listeners, some
thing we could all use a few lessone

bles as drama director for
the Rogers and Hammor-
stein musical staged Thurs-
‘day through Sunday In Har-
rlson High School auditori-

um. All seats are reoerved, on," she sald, T ovce L
Fiokore ang ot ot 5 i Auzon told of ene student wh OETRONY 74 it s A7, - -+ o
sonlors and students, avail- aron told of one student whe 1 venve . :
able by calling Fern Barber, talked  tncessantly, “another whe ~ BLOOMFIELD "g";‘j" 1215 1. Woodwarg Avone * 6123000 .
661-4804, or Mary Orwig, hardly talked at all, another whe '3 ‘ * first payment de at tmo of purchase

477-3588 was not very cooperative.at the be E\;,h .
- - g,

glnning of the school term, who all




