Appe’teaser makes nice start

Your traveling taster visits.
area cateries and rates them on o
100-point scale. Up to 30 points
are awarded for ambiance, which
includes general atmosphere and
service; 55 points for food, and 15

" |- points for price/vatue rating, A

Sally Kellorman as LIt. Prof. Diane Turner and Rodney Danger-
field as milllanaire Thornton Melon became frionda on the col-
lege campus in “Back to School” \
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Ferris Bueller (Matthew Broder-
ick) connives Lo cseape while Thor-
ton Melon (Rodncy Dangerfield)
buys his way “Back to School” (PG-
13). “Ferrls Bueller's Day Off*
(also PG-13) wouldn't have been
nceessary If only Ferrls enjoyed
school a la Dangeritcld.

1f Dangerficld “U~ were open to

all undergraduates, thece would be
no drop-outs, On the other hand, if
skipping school were as much fun
as Ferrls and his Irlends had, tru-
ancy would be the nation's number
one problem,
: .In both cases, audlences benefit
as Hollywood's vacatlon films turn
their attention back to school days,
'with two well done vehicles packed
‘with good humor and pleasant
characters,

“Ferris Bueller's Day Off™ opens

dy Pickett} and Tom Bucller
(Lyman Ward)., They fall for hls
| fake illness, Not only is Fertis a
great con artlst, but they're both
precceupted with thelr own affairs
.— Katle is about to close o real-
estale deal while Tom Is selllng a
.major ad campaign, Only sister
[Jeanfe (Jennifer Grey) realizes
-Ferrls s malingering.

. High school dean of students Ed
‘Rooney (Jeffrey Jones) suspects,

'chase of Ferrls the Truant.

The dean is alded and abetted by
[hls nutty secretary (Edie MeClurg)
.|'whose innacent, round pixle face
-betles the devilish glee that lurks in
ther heart. Her softly muttered
:comments, In counterpoint to Roo-
'ney's resolute alr and firm attl-
| tude, are extremely funny. )

MCCLURG ALSO appears as
Rodney Dangerfleld’s secretary,
[although In a much abbreviated
role. In “Ferrls Bueller” she shines
with seemingly tnnocent comments
[about ‘Ed Rooney’s attempts- to
catch Ferris, Excellent supporting
roles by McClurg, and others,
.greatly enrich both films,

tn his obsesslve and very funny
pursuit of Ferris, our hero cons his
hypochondrlacal buddy, Cameron

day driving the ciassic Ferrari that

stored,

Ferris and Cameron fincsse Roo-
ncy who ‘excuses Ferrls' glrl,
Stoane Peterson (Mla Sara), lo at-
tend her grandmother’s funeral.
She folns the boys in an exclting
day on the town. K

As they -tour the clty, we're
treated-to interesting aerial views
of Chicago's Loop, a viewpolnt sel-
. jdom seen. The upper levels of sky-
scrapers are hldden from the
streets but those bulldings have in-
triguing  architectural features.
P views of the

between old.and new buitdings re-
Inforce the film’s age/youth theme
and (he film’s quallty [s enhanced
by this expenslve footage of unusu-
al scenery.
Ferrls,

Sloane and Cameron

as he fools his parents, Katle (Cln-,

ibut can't prove, Ferrls s skipping...
-school, Jones screws up his face to”
\propel his determined but whacky

While Rooney Is self-destructing *

Frye (Alan Ruck), into a madedp -

Cameron’s dad had lovingly re-

Bturnin_g‘ to school
and skipping class
are good for laughs

have an exciting day, certainly
more enjoyable than borlng class.
es. The film works well and amuses
us all because the satlre of adults/
teachers/authority so common In
“youth fllms” today Is done reallsti-
cally and pleasantly, -

Let’s face it, there are bering
teachers ‘and d, overl,

total count of 59 points or less in-
dicates a restaurant is not rec-
ommended; 60-74 points sipnify
Jrom passing to good»75-89 points
designate very good with some
extreordinary features, and 90-
100 points show that a very spe-
cial glfnlng experience awaits
vou. X

APPETEASER, 280 N. Wood-
ward, Blemingham (§46-7001), Is a
newly opened restaurant that
appeals to a wide range of people.
“Eclectle” deseribes bath the patrons

We, were loh{ to expect an hour's
wait, but our table was ready in
about 35 minutes. Even with that
walt, we were in and out in about an
hour.and 45 ‘minutes. General At-

here — 15 points .

Points awarded — 12,

There ‘are ample numbers of
servers and bus people, but they
seem to ‘need additional training,
‘The 'bussing,- especlally, was much
too fast. Several times people tried
(o clear our plates while we were ob-
vlously still cating. Perhaps this was *
an attempt o Lurn the tables, but it *
affected our enjoyment of the meal.
Our waiter was very: pleasant, but
some of the dishes he deseribed —~
and that we then ordered — were
nat what we expected. Service — 15
noints maximum. Points’ award-
[ 1. E !

— from young to older — and the |

attire — from very casual to busi-
ness suits. *Trendy” characterizes
decor, the menu and the staff, Tables
are attractively decorated with
Iresh flowers but qulte close togeth-
er, and the noise level Is high. The
menu phrasing is “glmmicky” (the
entrees are "served with approprlate
carbohydrate®); the employees are
young and trylng hard, sometimes
too hard. At present; only'a llmited
number of reservations are taken for

While at the bar, we ordered coco-
nut shrimp ($8.50 for four shrimp)

-and splnach tortellini de Firenze

($4.95). The shrimp, "served with -
strawberrles on the slde, was well

" Mavored but a lttle dry. The tor-

tellnl was-excellent and well worth
ardering. The “creamy. tomato
sauce™ was light and dellefous, and
the dish would make an excellent en-

cach evening. There is a piano bar + tree. Bread was also very good, with

that inakes waiting more pleasant,

a_nice assortment of different types
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a counting for taste

D. Gustibus

and tastes. Drinks were strong and
reasonably priced.- Drinks, Appetiz-
ers and Bread — 10 points mazi-
mum. Points awarded — 9, . '

‘There Is a cholce of soup or salad
with the meal. The salad was espe-
clally interesting, wilh'a wide varie-
ty of vegetables and the-dressing

caramel crust and fresh strawber-
ries on' the side. We were nearly
templed to order a second serving.
,The chocolate, ‘cherry cake ($2.25)
was also quite good, It was very light
for a big, rich cake, but it was over-
shadowed by the creme brulee, Des-

«Sert — 10 points maximum,
Points awarded — 10,

" good; the house vinaigrette was too

seeved-on the side. The ranch dress-
.Ing with spinach and garlle was very The cost of $62 for dinner for two
with 1ip is not exorbitant, but it was
a bit high for the rushed meal we
were served. While some dishes
were tops, others were lacking,
Overall, the dining experfence was
not quite what it could have been for

the money. -Price/Value - — 15
“points i . Points award-

sweet, Salad — 5 points- maxi- -
mum, Points awarded —4.

Our waiter recommended a daily
special, red snapper :charbrofled
wi and :

ith nd
{$14.50). We_ expected a, light dish,
but it came with a heavy sauce that
overpowered the fish and the vegeta-
bles. Also disappolnting, was the
duck with lingonberry satee ($13.50),
whieh we ordered erlsp but did not
come that way. In fact, the duck had
a gamey taste, almost undercooked,
Of special note were the garnishes-
,miu both dishes, which were excellent,
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A Counllng for Taste — 100 points
maximum. Total polnts awarded: 80.
Appe'teaser lives up to its pame,
with a great beginning and eading. If
the restaurant can improve the in-
between and fine-tune the servics, It
Wil be a'top spot in Blrmlngham.
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and “car

table talk

p P!
indulgent parents, as well as indif-
ferent ones. The best satlre makes
us laugh and helps us understand
our folbles, In other words, have a
good laugh at your own expense
and learn what it means to be
human, )

The satire Is cleverly drawn
without ridicule and focuscs on
teen-agers as well as adults. Sister
Jeanle Is as obsessed with her
brother and his hlgh jinks as Is
Dean Rooncy. With great comic
style, the dean Is defeated and
Jeanie meets a druggle, neatly por-
trayed’ by Charlle Sheen, who
“cures” her addictive brother-hate,

“BACK TO SCHOOL" features
Rodney Dangerfield ag millionalre
entreprencur Thorntod Melon, who
never went to college, Is widowed,
divorced and faced with a troubled
son, Jason (Kelth Gordon). Jason

. attends college but is not a great

athlete, has no soclal life, is doling
poorly “in .class but wrltes great
“Freshman-Fiction” letters, |

Thornton decides to-attend col-
lege and buoy up his son’s spirlts
and records. Thornton has no high
school transcript, just lots of mon-
ey, so the dean (Ned Beatty) figures
a new Bus-Ad School is the appro-
priate price of admlsslon,

‘The business school dean, Philip
Barbay (Paxton Whlitchead), a gen-
tleman with a marvelous sneer, a
faclal expresslon fixed in place
{rom smelling sour {ruit, has other
ideas, His discomflture i height-
encd when his paramour, literature
professor Dianc Turner (Sally
Kellerman), takes a liking to
‘Thornton.

Jason Is also uncomfortable as
his father spends money loft and
right, thus making college an en-
tively new experlence. Jason's only
friend Is a clever satirc of fresh-
man Marxlsm, Derek (Robert Dow-
ney Jr.), complete with punk halr
and a {lrm belief that Karl Marx
wrote “Communist Chicks in Bond-
age”

Burt Young plays Thornton's

. chauffer/bodyguard, Lou, with the

same uncouth appeal that charac-
terlzed his role as Rocky'’s brother-

“ In-law. In fact, “Back to School” is

filled with a number of nlfty
characlerizations that offsct the
Rodney Dangerfield persona,
which  only occasionally
overwhelms the good-splrited pro-
ceedings. As Jong as Dangerfield
plays Melon, he gets my respect,
Only when Dangerfield surfaces do
things get sticky, .

There's a Jittle bit of kid in every
adult, and vice versa, so these two
well-done, realistic satlres ought to
please every audience with thelr
good humor,, pleasant cntertain-
ment and mild swipes at all our foi-
bles.

Matthew Broderick (at wheal) as Forris Biiellor, Mia Sara as
Sloane Peterson and Alan Ruck as Camerqp Fryo tool around
town In his dad's Ferrarl in "Ferrls Buoiler's Day ON,® when
they skip high school classas.

Mexican style | .

Casn Armando's, new In Farming-
ton 'Hills, concentrates on Mexican
cilsine. For breakfast, there's
Hueves Rancheros, eggs with Span.
Ish sauce; Spanish Omelette; Huevos
con Chorizo, Mexican sausage with

eggs, and Nopalitos, cactus and eggs.
Lunch specials are burritos,: tosta-
das, enchlladas, tacos and soft-shell
flour tacos, as well as salads, Listed
‘among Mexican favorites are such
dishes as Carnc Asada Fajitas, mari-
nated steak with onlons, at $6.95, and
Pollo "Asado, chicken breast with
Sangria sauce, at $5.85,
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WIth the purchase of Windjammer or Yankee
ipper Wooden: .
4139 Valuas Offer Good Theu Juna 21, 1988
FAEE Color cul‘laog for %\Izl-el-mr
nﬂnlq Englsh Gargon
oys or Yarda of Fun Wooda:y
Equipment, .

FREE MERRY-GO-ROUND -

3047 W, 12 Miles 3 Blks, E. of Greenfiold
'+ 543-3116+ Hours: Mon,-3at, 10-5» Fri. 10-

prepare, deliver and serve,

«Garden Parties
*OpenHouse

- Bl

HLLS

: Catering :
Allow our many years of experience and quality service
to add that special touch to your next function.

We will serve from the moderate to the exquisite. We

AKingsleg Jnn

WOODWARD ATLONGUAKEROAD
QOOMITLD |

Wednesday_s-: 6PMto 10PM

+»Graduation R | -
»Carry out Service

644-1400

A live Maine Lobster

mouth-waterln

Plus, all you can eat:

East Coast sperlaftl’es\‘
prepared by our shillful chefs

=

Shrimp » Crab Legs * Clams ¢ Mussels
. Oysters ¢« Clam Chowder

‘Barbe

cued

Chicken & Ribs g
- And

were pi artfully
to Entree,
and Garnishes — 30 points maxi-
mum, Points awarded - 22.

and cooked D, Gustibus welcomes your re-
Vi actions, and sugges
tions of favorite restaurants in
the Observer & Eccentric com-
munities. Write to D. Gustibus, in
care of Observer & Eccentric, En-
in town for dessert. The dish ($2.25) tertainment . Department, P.O.
was rich and creamy, with a perfect Box 3503, Birminpham 48012, -

(O 1o

We enjoyed the best creme brulee

ATLANTIC CITY | .
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 MONDAY TO WEDNEDAY ONE WEEK
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« .RESTRICTIONSAPPLY ... . RESTRICTIONS APPLY ~
ADVANCED BOOKING REQUIRED | ADVANCED BOOKING REQUIRED
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" Varner

Recital Hall

Performances

s by AICHARD RODGERS

ook and Lyrics -

OSCARHAMMERSTEIN )

~ Based on Ferenc Molnw's Liliom
Winner of the New York Orema

_ Crilics Award as Bast Musicas

. Thu., Juné 19,8 p.m,
= - *7.. Fri,, June 20,8 p:m.
Sun., June 13, 2 p.m., Sat.; June 21,8 p.m.
- Wed, June 18, 1p.m..  Sun,June 22, 2pan.
: Information and Tickers
Center for the Arts Box Office
136 Varner Hall ~
Oakland University
. (313) 370-3013
" T.Andrew Azton. Direczors David Daniels, |
Cunduvtos » Cazal L. Thabsted. Groreographer

NOTED AT THE CAFE 777

Fri., June 13,8 pm.. -
. 4% i June 13,8 p. -

‘.« NOTED AT THE CAFE #4&°
. “every Tuesday.and
- Wednesday evening
. from 5:00 - 7:30 p.m
. Only at:the Hotel St. Reg
.- on the Grand Boutevard
= e B73-3000,




