Fighters chase dream at Young
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Blue Thunder. Blue Thunder Is what
ABC Promtlons has declded to call
Hopper, which may not be much but
it's belter than Fred Adam's nick-
name; he's a 16-year-old feath.
erweight from Kentucky who is
about as thick as your forcarm and
is billed as The Tank,

Steve Darnell strolls by, A Livonla
resident, he got his start with Soucy,
too, but now Is managed by Madio
Corradi of Bloomfleld Hills, who
owns the National Ladder and Scaf-
fold Company. Carradi also manages
MacDaonald, .

Though Darnell, a mlddlewelght,
is three years younger than Hopper,
he carrles himself with a cocky
grace Hopper has yet to learn.
Where Hopper seems shy, almost un-
sure that he belongs here with some
of the best boxers In Michigan —

United
wins Cup

A palr of local youth soccer teams
brought home Michigan Cup tltles
June7.

The WSSL Unlted, a 1872 girls
team sponsored by the Northville
Soccer Club with players from
Northville, Plymouth, Canton and

T Hills, won the
State Cup champlonship in Sterling
Heights, beating Troy 2-1.

Marcle Dart, on an assist from
Sara Hayes, and Amy Trunk scored
for United.

The team advances to the Midwest
Reglonal Tournament in Carmel, In-
diana July 19-20,

Earlicr this year, Unlted won the
prestiglous Buckeye Invitational in
Ohlo, considered the largest youth
tournament in the Midwest.

The team plays in the Bonanza
Premler Soccer League and is
coached by Bob Dart of Northville
m;;ihccorge Martin of Farmington
Hills,

The players are: Margaret Martin,
Anne Scullen and Amy Trunk from
Farmingten Hllls; Sara Hayes, Re-
nee Lanzon and Jennifer Marshall of
Canton; Jennifer Degenhardt, Debble
Pondant and Jennifer Russell from
Plymouth; Andrea Barber, Neysa
Colizzl, Marcle Dart, Liz DeMattia,
Jennlfer Howland, Dana Lehmkuhl
and Kristy Turner from Northville.

THE CANTON COUGARS, a boys
under 12 team, also brought home a
Michigan Cup title from Sterling
‘Helghts.

‘The Cougars beat the Livonia
Strikers 1-0 to clinch the title, ‘Earli-
er this season, the team-won the
Boys Premler Division title in
Bonanza play,

The Cougars will also be on hand
at the Midwest Reglonal.

The Cougars are coached by
Frank Cesplno, Roy Larner, John
Boots and Dave Cook. The players
are: Rick Andrusiak, Tom Baker,
Mike Brepnon, Dominic Cespino,
Matt Cook, Brian Harrington, Chrls
Hayes, Scott Larner, Jason Lipke,
Matt Lee, Mlke Makowlec, Jeff
Nafe, Brendan Sullivan, Mike
Wdowiak and Kerry Zavagnin.

Vellucci
a Whaler

Continued from Page 1

“I've loved hockey since I was
nlne,” sald Ji *I remember
walching Gordle Howe, and what's
really nice Is Gordle’s part of the
Whalers' organlzation, My parents
are both Canadian and that's how the
kids got started so young. My hus-
band; Frank, can't skate. He's from
Ohlo and they don't play much hock-
ey there,”

Mike started skatlng when he was
three, began playing organized hock-
ey when he was five and at 14 was on
travel teams for Compuware's out-
standlng hockey program,

A lot of parents have such expec-
tations for their kids, We just wanted
him to have fun,” said Judy.

“We hoped he could get a college
scholarship,” she contlnued, *but
that was it; we never dreamed be-
yond that, though since he was eight
we knew he was something special,
Mike was always the real aggressive

one, sort of mean. Then he was al- . B

ways the nicest one at home.”

“It was my dream to play In the
NHL from the day I started, but I
never thought I could,” sald Vellueel
“It was always just a dream, even
when I was playing in Canada . . .
I's Just starting to sink in.”

He hasn't made it to the NHL, yet,
but he's playing for money, now, and
well along the road to the blgs. What
looked like & carcer-endlng injury
has become just a detour, just one of
the breaks.

Correction

An article in Thursday’s Observer
sports sectlons incorreetly stated
that Livonia Stevenson was the 1986
Western Lakes champions In glrls
track. North Farmington won the
tltle. Stevenson won the Lakes Divi-
slon title. .

-

over there is Lindell Holmes, who
will soon fight for the middlewelght
world title in Kores, and there is
Wililo Edwards, a former No. 1
light-heavyweight contender — Dar-
nell struts Jike he owns the jolnt.

He jokes and teases with the other
boxers, shucks and jlves and fills the
place with his presence. Why not?
He is 16-0-1, In a couple of days he
wlll be fighting n Atlantic City cn a
bout that might make ABC-TV if the
tmain event ends early, He fought on
the Marvin Hagler-TRomas Hearns
card In Las Vegas and was seen on
closed elrcult throughout the world.
And he's been a regular on ESPN,

His manager obviously has gon-
nections — there are thousands of
young boxes who would kill to get on
a Hagler-Hearns card — and hls
trainers, Luther Burgess and Bill
Miller, have natlonal reputatlons.

“It's a hell of a gym here," sald
Darnell. “I'm just trying to make my
‘mark. If I can't do it, it's my fault. T
got the two best trainers In the world
and a super minager. He's paylng
me a salary and plcked up my Blue
Cross and dental.”

Behind him, Hopper is doing sur-
prisingly well agalnst MacDonald,
Alter a slow start — Hopper seems
more interested in survival the first
minute or 30 — he whacks Mac-
Donald with a few good comblna-
tions and backs him up,

He lands a right hook that echoes
off the cinder block walls and nails
him with a left and right.

But Darnell's cyes are on Mac-
Donald, “That sucker can reaily
punch with his right hand,"” he says.

Hopper survives his five rounds in
good fashion, then leaves the ring to
altack the speed bag and then the

HAS

heavy bag. When he is done a half-
hour later, he will wring the sweat
from hls shirt as if it hed just come
out of the washer. It pours out of hls
shirt and into the bucket.

1:15. There are 45 in the gym, now,
Outside, it 1s pouring. Inslde, drops
fall from leaks in the rool. It's hard
to belleve the laws of physics will
allow more moisture into the room.
The air Is heavy with the smell of
sweat.

All the oxygen seems to have com-
bined with hydrogen and there is
none left to breathe. The alr s so
thick you can punch It Instead of the
heavy bag. You have to push it aside
to walk through. The temperature
contlnues to rise.

Darnell Is on the speed bag, now,
He watches the actlon in the ring as
he whack-whack-whacks,
whackwhackwhacks the bag, It looks
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50 casy, His eyes are focused on the
boxers in the ring, his hands held in
front of him as he hits the bag faster
than you can count, never missing a
beat, never looking at what he’s hit-
ting.

.

Now It Is his turn, Darnell gets in
the ring with Ernest Houser, who
carries the less-than-impressive
nickname of Ice Tea. Maybe It
means he'll hit you on your lip a ton.

Boxers, tralners and hangers-on
yell and scream encouragement.
Though most of those present are
black, as is Houser, the white kid,
Darnell, gets equal support. It's a
color-blind environment. You whack
someone with a good left hook, you
get your roars and whoops, Respect
is carned inside those ropes, it Isn't
parceled out according to pigment.
Damell, it's obvicus, Is respected;
but Houser glves as good as he takes
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and thelr five rounds could be called
a draw. The day before, Darne]l had
knocked around Caveman Lee, a
Kronk fighter who lost a title bout t§
Hagler, then spent time In prison for -
armed robbery. B

“Steve’'s a good pros;

pect,” says
Burgess candidly, “But until he
proves himself against some 17-0,
16-0 fighters like himself, that's alf
he is, It's hard to tell tHl you see him
agalnst better people, He's very
qulck. He's.got a good left cross, he
puts his punches together well, but
he's got to work on his consistency, ,

“I'want to sec him in there agalnst
some better guys, That's when we'll |
be able to tell.” .

In the bout In Atlantic City, Dar- |
nell, like Hopper, Is about to fight his +
last elght-rounder, against Darrell '
Fromm of Dayton, who is listed at - .
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