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All- Area softball: No. 1

By Brad Emona
stafl writer

HEN IT COMES (o soft-
ball, this year’s all-Ob-
server team, selected
recently by area

coaches, is state-ranked.

State Class A and Western Lakes
Activitics Association (WLAA)
champlen Iivonla Franklin landed

_iwa players on the flrst team and

rararacisga,,

R R

. Franklin

twa others on the second feam.

Northwest Suburban League (NSL)
champion Garden City, another high-
ly regarded team with a 25-3 record,
boasts two an the flrst team and one
on the second unit,

Farmington Hills Merey, the Cath-
olic League's Ceniral Dlvision

Shelly Malone

Garden City Mercy

winner, scored blg with three first-
team picks and one second-team
choice,

Plymouth Salem, one of the
WLAA's top teams, garncred two
first-team spots, while Westland
John Glenn, a dlstrict champlon,
claimed one on the first team and
two on the second team.

Also rcpresented are  Redford
Thurston of the Tri-River League
and Redford Unlon of the NSL.

Here is a brle! rundown of the
first-team All-Area squad. (The sec-
ond team ls honored with photos
only).

FIRSTTEAM
Tracy Lectka, pitcher, Livonla

Tracy Lectka
Franklin

\L

Denice Tackett
Salem

Maria Vassellou

}
g

Karen Sandman

Garden City Salem

all-area
softball

ALL-AREA SOFTBALL
SECOND TEAM
P-Dawn Vrinamson. . . . . . . John Glenr.
P.Tern batodka . . . . .Farm. Motcy
C.Pom lenogger fled. Thurston
18:Kes Foman Liv. Feanhin
\HF-Chas Forreat. * Regtord Urion
INF-Mkey Gorak. . . L. L. . Gardon City
IHF-Anna Marig Mass. Red. Thurston'
OF-Jenny Okon . John Glenn
OF-Chet.o Mazcareto . Lrv. Frankin
OF-Sally Daniels . . . . . . . Realerd Union

HONORABLE MENTION

Livonln Feankiin: Karen Schoeninger, Rosa
Obey, Gayle Cheadio. Sholly Lonklord; Gar-
don City; Amy Thompzon, Mary Habert:
Farmington Marcy: Joan Wassonberg, Molly

McViood, Amy Edward; Wet i'nd Jotn
Glann: Kilst Crochiolo, Katon Crechiolo, Katy
Claver; Plymouth Salom: Ann Mundinger,

Michelle Fryatt
Mercy

Lealie Plichta

. 1
Ihi Tel 287.393

Carol Hall
John Glenn

Judy Janitz
Mercy
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Franklin: What else can you say about
this senfor who hurled the Patriots to the
state title?

She finished her carcer by pltching 44
consecutive scoreless innnings, including
27 In the state semifinals and finals. Her
record thls season was 28-3 wlth an ERA
under 1.00.

The first-team all-stater, who rarely
watked a batter, flelded her position with
authorlly, making difficult plays look
casy, She was also an outstanding bunter.

The daughter of Redford Thurston
coach Ron Lectka, she'll attend Wayne
State Unlyerslty thls fal) or a basketball
scholayship.

Shelly Matave, pischer, Garden
Clty: Only a junlor, Malone wen! un.
defeated thls season, golng 22-0 before
belng felled by an arm ln]ury Her ERA
was a sparkling 1.61,

Among the accolades Malone recelved
this season Included first team all-NSL,
MVP of the 16-team Taylor-Mellus Tour.
rament, team MVP and all-district,

As a hitter, Malone balted .383 and Jed
the Cougars n RBIs with 35, She struck
out only three times thls scason,

Nicki Fraser, catcher, Farming-
ton Mercy: An all-district plck as a
sophomore, Fraser was noted for her
speed and defensive abllties,

She served as an on-{leld leader for the
Marllns, as we!

She collected 22 bits In 57 at-bats for a
388 average with 14 RBI ay the Marlins
tinished with a 23-3 overall record,

Denice Tackest, first base, Plym»
outh Salem: One of the most powerful
hltters In Observerland, Tackett finished
her junlor year with a .443 batting aver-
age and a team-high 40 RBI. She also led
the team in extra base hits.

A threesyear atarter and all-Western
Lakes plck, Tackett proved herself this
umn, batting .375 agalnst Lectka and
Malony

’rarkm has 109 carcer RBIL

Maria Vasseliou, Inficlder, Livo-
nla Franklin: The junior shortstop
proved her value [n the state semiflnals
and finals, reachlng base in seven of 12
at-bats. She also had all three Franklin
RBI and cotlected four hits,

The flest team all-Western Lakes and
all-district cholee batted over 400 for the
season and was a standout defenslvely
for the state champlons, especlally down
the stretch.

Michelle Fryats, {aficlder, Farm-
Ington Mercy: The senlor shortstop led
the Marllns In several categories,

She batted 417 this season with 2
team-leading 35 hits.

Mercy coach Suzanne Brown described
Fryatt as a “talented athlete with head-
smart polsc and versatllity.

Fryatt was also an nll-dLmlcl and all-
Catholle League pick.

Carol Hall, infielder, Westland
John Glenn: A three-sport standout,
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nnu :n]oyed & prosperous senlor season.

batted 402 with 33 hlts, Including
nlne exlra-base hits, She walked 1§ Umes
and struck out only twlce.

The all-Western Lakes and team MVP
Is cyclng elthcr Wayne State, Michigan or
Michigan State to contlnue her career.
(Her grade-polnt average Lu 3.83).

“Caro) has tremendous speed and pow-
er,” sald Glenn coach Linda Jimener
*She's very Intense, coachable and a hard
worker,”

Karen Sandman, outfielder, Gar.
den City: Smooth as slik defenslvely,
this All-Area rerenl:r made only one er-
ror In center fleld.

Noted as an excellent bunter, the GC
Jjunlor batted .326 with 24 RBls.

Sald coach Jim Lentc of Sandman: *She
bas a strong, accurate arm and gets a
qulek jump on the ball, She's also an ag-
gressive base runner.”

Sandman was also named to the all-
league and al)-district squads,

Lealle Plichta, octflelder, Plym-
outh Salem: Although hampered by a
knee Injury this season, Plichta caf pod a
{ine four.year carcer batting .518 with 25
RBIs. Because of her offenslve capabitl-
ties, many opposing plichers clecied to
put ber on base with Intentlonal walks.

A first-team All-Area and all-reglon
plck last year, Plichta drove o $0 runs
during her carcer,

Her coach, nob Willette, zaid the sen-
for great arm and had good
rangeasa cenler fiedder,

Judy Janitz, outflelder, Farming.
ton Mercy: Also a center (lelder, Janitz
batlezg 483 with elght extra base hlts and

1s.

She made all-Cathollc League and all-
district this season.

“Judy 1s very agllc and quick,” sald her
conch, “She is an all-around, heads-up
ballplayer who glves 110 percent. She
also has a strong and accurate arm.”

Joe Epsteln, conch of the year,
Franklln: The third-year Franklin coach
has led the Patrfots to two consecutlve
state Class A finals.

A year ago, Franklin reached the
champlonship game before losing to
L'Anse Creuse North. Epsteln lost four
starters off that team, lncludlng two All-
Arca players.,

Is season, Franklin finlshed 31-§

overall and won the coveted title. They -

also won the Western Lakes Conference,
distriet and regional crowns,

Epsteln, a physical education instruc-
tor at Franklin, was ably assisted by Bob
Etue. -

Joe Epstein
Coach of Year
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Dawn Willlamson
John Glenn

Terri Natodka
Mercy

Pam lmnogger
Thurston

\ . . 4
Kris Roman Chris Forrest Mikey Gorak
Franklin RU Garden City

Jenny Ol
John Glenn
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Cherle Mascarello
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